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Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday January 27 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre on
Esquimalt Avenue in Graham Park, commencing at 1:30
pm (Doors open at 1:00 pm)
The main item on the program will be a talk by Dr. Alan
Madej from the National Research Council of Canada.
Dr Madej’s subject will be ‘Clocks Based on Single
Atoms Controlling Light Waves: A New Era in the Ac-
curate Measurement of Time.’
Our annual Silent Auction will also take place at this
meeting, so bring along any surplus horological items
which you have been meaning to get rid of for the past
year, and/or be prepared to add more items to your ex-
isting stockpile.

Last Meeting

Timely Quotes
A little help at the right time is better than a lot of
help at the wrong time.
(Anonymous)

Our last meeting was held on Sunday November 25 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre.
President Maynard Dokken opened the meeting by in-
troducing visitors, and subsequent members, Beverly
Hamilton and Lee Hume.
The following items were addressed:
Members were reminded that it was time for payment
of Chapter dues. A letter of thanks has been received for
the Chapter’s voluntary donation to the Community
Association for the use of their facilities. It was agreed
that another  silent auction should be held  at the Janu-
ary meeting.
From the floor, Jane Varkaris expressed the thanks of
the members to Teresa and Maynard Dokken for host-
ing the very successful Chapter Wine and Cheese Party
in their home on November 17.
The main program item was the presentation of a video
prepared by Maynard Dokken and Bill Pullen, in which
Bill demonstrated the stripping and assembly of a pocket
watch. The video ran for about one hour, and Bill gave a
running commentary and explanations throughout.
Prior to the video presentation, several Show and Tell
items were presented by various members as follows:
Maynard Dokken showed a Waltham Home Watch with
a movement dated 1877. The sterling silver case, hall-
marked for Chester 1877-78, was made by the Dennison
Watch Case Co. in which Waltham was a partner.
A Gingerbread clock with a Japanese movement sold
by Aro of Montreal was  shown  by George Royer, and
Ernest Boltd showed a bell strike Ships Clock made by
Wempi of Hamburg, Germany.
Gordon Armstrong displayed an interesting 18th Cen-
tury single hand, single weight, chain driven, tall case
clock movement, by Joseph Kirk of Nottingham, Eng-
land. The movement has no case, and had been
bequethed to Gordon through his family.
Dan Hudon showed an alarm clock made in Commu-
nist China with  figures in typical style  uniforms on the
dial, and Gary Fox showed an “The Ottawa No. 1” model
pocket watch made by the Elgin National Watch Co.
This watch had recently been acquired by Gary who  has
been researching  this particular model since he first saw
one in the US, in an attempt to determine the derivation
of the model name .
Pete Graham displayed two Canadian mantel clocks  on
the Display Table, and Peter Clarke and Gary Fox had
both brought items for the Mart Table.

Harry Maslin
It is with much regret that we hear from Kathleen
Maslin Longworth, the daughter of Harry Maslin, that
Harry passed away  on October 12, 2001.  Harry had
been a member for a number of years, and although he
had not been able to attended our meetings recently he
will be sadly missed.

For me, my greatest pleasure with my friends the old
clocks on the walls, is just to take them down, open
them up, and just try to imagine what it would have
been like in quieter times when clocks were made one
at a time, no great machines hammering away, just the
satisfaction of setting a finished clock on the wall, giv-
ing the pendulum a swing, and having the steady tick
tock begin for the very first time. I wonder how many
of those early craftsmen looked forward to see me, 200
years later, lovingly admiring their workmanship. We
collectors form a bridge with the past, our hands and
theirs, across the centuries, resting on the same fine piece
of work.  Enjoy.

There will of course, be the usual Mart and Display
Tables, and in addition, if you have anything of
horological interest you would like to speak about,
come prepared for Show and Tell.

Chapter 33 President’s Message
 The following is an extract from Toronto Chapter 33’s  ‘Presidents
Message’ which appears in  their Chapter  News Letter of January
2002.  Written by their President John Farnon, I thought it
expressed well, the thoughts many of us have about our  “friends”
BR.
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Seen at the last Meeting

President Maynard Dokken gets the meeting
under way. Ernest Boldt showed this

bell strike ships clock
made by Wempi of
Hamburg, Germany.

George Royer’s
Gingerbread clock with
a Japanese movement
sold by Aro of Montreal,

Two Mantel clocks displayed  by Pete Graham.
Left: An 8 gong, triple chime clock by the Fleet Time Co
Ltd of Montreal. Right: A Westminster Chime clock by
Forrestville of Toronto.

Gord Armstrong showed his
early 18th century, single
hand, single weight, chain
driven, long case clock
movement . The movement
was made by Joseph Kirk of
Nottingham, England.

The brass dial of Gord’s single hand clock.

The alarm clock made in Communist
China, shown by Dan Hudon

The face and movement of Gary Fox’s ‘Ottawa No. 1’ watch
made by the Elgin National Watch Co.

Bill Pullen narrated the video, made by him  and Maynard Dokken, in
which Bill demonstrates the stripping and reassembly of a pocket watch.

Note: Baillies ‘Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World
Vol. 1’  lists a Joseph Kirk of Nottingham  ca. 1740.

Above: The clock movement and
single weight
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Chapter Wine and Cheese Party
The Chapter 111 Wine and Cheese Party was held at the
home of Teresa and Maynard Dokken on the evening of
Saturday November 17.
Over 30 members, their wives and friends enjoyed the
variety of wines and food, together with the interesting
and fun conversations which were all available through-
out the evening.
Much of Maynard’s large and catholic collection of
clocks is spread thoughout the rooms of the Dokken’s
home, and these attracted much interest and comment.
Everyone voted the evening a great success, and the
Chapter once more extends it’s grateful thanks to both
Teresa and Maynard for their unstinted hospitality.
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Eulogy
Bob Lyon brought the following to my attention, and
lent me his copy of “Matelot” so that I could copy it.
‘Matelot’ is the Newsletter of the Ottawa-Hull Branch
of the RCNA. and the issue in which this item appeared
is dated December 1993.
B.R.

I am honoured to have been allowed to say a few words
about my Dad on behalf of my brothers and sisters.
Thomas Milton Aris was born sixty-seven years ago
in Ottawa, raised in the Lower-town area and spent
most of his life hopping from military base to military
base across Canada and Europe before retiring back
home in Ottawa.  Throughout those years, he has made
many friends and whether you knew him as Tom, Milt,
Thomas, Mr. Aris, Warrant Officer, Uncle Mit or Pop
he has touched us all.
As children we saw Dad as our hero. He had fought
bravely under enemy fire and later, as a fireman, risked
his life many times to save others. As we matured, we
realized that he was only a man doing his job to the
best of his abilities. Dad’s bravest moments came in
the past few weeks while he struggled, uncomplain-
ing, in a losing battle with his illness. Our father had
become to us our hero again.
I’d like to now relate a true story which will hope-
fully tell you a lot about our father.  Dad joined the
Navy at the age of sixteen during the Second World
War. He was an Orlikan gunner on the HMCS Annan
during the North Atlantic convoy duty in October 1944.
One night, a battle ensued which resulted in the sink-
ing of a German submarine, the U-1006.  Dad was
among the ship’s sailors who volunteered to put out in
launches and pull from the water a small number of
survivors off the submarine.  Before returning to the
ship, my father stole or as he put it, “liberated” a watch
from one of the German survivors.
He wore the watch faithfully for a long time.  It was
this watch that he would have looked at to make sure
he wasn’t late for his first date with that attractive Sas-
katchewan girl he’d met while working at the Domin-
ion Bureau of Statistics.  And it was this watch that
made sure he was at church on time to marry her a
year later. This was the watch that moved so painfully
slow while waiting for the news on the birth of all six
of his children.
It was this watch that he referred to when telling his
wide-eyed young sons that it was only 2:30 in the
morning and if they didn’t get back to bed, Santa might
never come.  This watch was used to time his chil-
dren’s essay presentations, holding breath contests, how
much longer we could stay up and how long each of us
had been hogging the bathroom.  It was with this watch
that Dad ensured that the school fire drill was timed
exactly to the class chosen by one of the children at
that morning’s breakfast table.  The watch got him on
time to airports, train stations and 5:30 am hockey prac-
tices.  He wore the watch for most of his children’s
weddings and sadly for the funerals of his parents and
his wife.  By the time most of the grandchildren were
arriving, the watch was not quite as reliable and had
been relegated to a drawer and rarely seen.
Recently, through a series of contacts and coincidences,

Dad was able to discover that some of the survivors from
the U-Boat were still alive.  More amazingly, the sailor
that he had taken the watch from was among them. About
two months ago Dad had the watch cleaned and repaired
and sent back to its rightful owner with a letter of expla-
nation and apology.  A week ago Friday, he received a
reply from Hans Rebhahn of Hamm, Germany. The letter
stated that he received the watch on his 71st birthday.  He
says he cried when he read Dad’s letter and accepted his
apology wholeheartedly.
So the watch had come full circle.  Life is a lot like the
story of the watch.  It is borrowed from the owner with a
promise of good care.  It is used in good faith for many
years.  In the end though it must be returned to the owner,
maybe a little the worse for wear but richer for the influ-
ences it has made.
So goodbye Pop, we are proud of you, we love you and
say Hi to Mom for us.

This clock at the Old Trafford stadium marks the time the
plane carrying the Manchester United soccer team went
down in 1958.
Ask English soccer fans “Where were you when the plane
carrying the Manchester united team went down?”  They
will know the date, time, place and players who died in
the Feb. 6,1958 crash. There is even a clock hanging at
the clubs Old Trafford stadium permanently stopped at
the moment when the plane went down while attempting
to take off in a snowstorm in Munich, Germany.
Eight players from the team, including some of the best-
known names in British soccer were among the 23 who
died.

A Memorial Clock

Alarm Clock Jokes
Teacher: Why are you always late?
Fred: I threw away my alarm clock.
Teacher: Why did you throw away your alarm clock?
Fred: Because it always went off when I was asleep!

Foreman: Why are you late for work?
Fred: Well there are eight of us in the family and the
alarm was set for seven.
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Sullivan  Auction
By Maynard Dokken

Bob (Father) and Boyce (Son) Sullivan of Belleville,
held an auction at Madoc on Friday, July 27 2001. The
following clocks were sold as shown, with added 15%
tax - No buyers premium:
#1. New Haven....$70
#2. IBM Canada Punch Clock.  $12.50
#3. Cuckoo Clock....$55.
#4. Forestville Toronto....$35.
#5 Gilbert....$45.
#6. Unknown,...$50.
#7. Unghams.....$45.
#8. New haven.....$60
#9. IBM Canada 30 day, 2 Spring....$140.
#10. IBM Punch Clock....$200.
#11. National Clock & Mfg. Co Chicago.  $80
#12. Chinese/Japanese....$85.
#13. Make Unknown....$250.
#14. Sessions....$85.
#15. Make Unknown....$140.
#16. New Haven....$120.
#17 Ingraham....$60
#18.  Ingraham....$55.
#19.  Ingraham....$125
#20.  Waterbury....$95.
#21.   Sessions....$110
#22.  Ingraham.....$25.
#23.  Ingraham....$100
#24. Ceramic Kitchen

Wall  Clocks.....$35 - $65.
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Greenwich Museum
An excerpt from an article by Patricia Nicholson, Greenwich, UK.

From the big bang to Beethoven’s metronome, the Na-
tional Maritime Museum in Greenwich, U.K. has all the
time in the world.
The museum, which sits in the shadow of the Green-
wich Observatory at the prime meridian - where time,
as we reckon it, begins - has gathered a massive collec-
tion of artifacts related to time. It’s not just  fancy clocks
and astronomical equipment — although  there is an
impressive assortment of those, from sundials through
the minutely accurate caesium fountain clock.  The
museum at zero longitude took as much latitude with
“The Story of Time” as possible.  Through consulta-
tions with ethnographic museums and a four-year effort
to bring together as wide a range of timely items and
ideas as possible, the museum  has created a tour of time
that includes mythology, art, biology, iconography, as-
tronomy and religion. There is even a room devoted to
music.
“If someone plays a note on a piano, it doesn’t consti-
tute a piece of music,” says exhibition site manager
Maria Blyzinsky. “A piece of music is a series of notes
played in a certain order at a certain tempo. So music
only exists in time.”
Most of us are slaves to our watches, but it’s rare that
we stop to think about time on the scale that this exhibit
encompasses. By following a winding course  through
the 17th century Queen’s House, it illustrates not just
how we measure time, but how we experience it, ex-
plain it, and try to borrow from and even cheat it. “We
created a route so that you start with the creation of time
and go on to mythology and then to  measuring time,
then artistic interpretations and the end of time,” says
Blyzinsky.
But Blyzinsky is too familiar with this exhibition not to
see a bit of irony in that.
“In a way, that’s imposing a linear way of looking at the
exhibition,”  she laughs. “That may be our Western way
of looking at it.”
That Western view is challenged right from the start of
the exhibit, with a look at creation myths. The  Western
view of time as linear is traced back to the step-by-step
creation of the world in Genesis, but the Indian mythol-
ogy views time as cyclical – an endless circle of death
and rebirth. From  there, the exhibit scrutinizes  all that
we take for granted about time, from our calendar to our
rites of passage. A Balinese calendar of good and evil
days or a pauper’s calendar that illustrated saint’s days
for an illiterate populace, demonstrate some of the cul-
tural differences in how we mark time. But in an exhibit
marking the most ballyhooed new year ever, a corn husk
mask from the Onandaga people makes an interesting
juxtaposition to the Millennium Dome.
The mask represents a benevolent spirit associated with
good crops and fertility. It is used in new year celebra-
tions that welcome the return of the spirits to ward off
disease and malice in an annual cleansing ritual.
Moving from ceremony to science, perhaps the most
difficult concept to grasp is that time began with the big
bang that created the universe.
“Before the big bang, nothing existed — not even time,”
Blyznisky explains.  Then she points to some pin-pricks

of light in a photo taken by the Hubble telescope.

French Clockmaker Awards
The following partial list of medals awarded to  French Clockmakers
was downloaded from the internet. The list was compiled by Kerry
Rasmussen, and was posted by Mike  Murray of Mikes Clock Clinic,
Santa Monica, CA. who also added the notes below.  The information
is provided  solely for the use of Chapter 111 members to  assist them
in dating French Clock movements.B.R.

JAPY FRERE
1819 - Gold Medal    Louis XVII
1823 - Gold Medal    Louis XVIII
1827 - Gold Medal     Charles X
1834 - Gold Medal     Louis Philippe
1839 - Gold Medal      Louis Philippe
1844 - Gold Medal      Louis Philippe
1849 - Gold Medal       Louis Philippe
1851 - Grand Medal        Great Exhibition London
1853 - 1st Class Medal    New York Exhibition
1855 - Grd Med Honour   Expo Universelle Paris
1867 - Grd Med Honour  Expo Universelle Paris
1873 - Grd Diploma d’ Merit Expo Universelle

Vienna
1879 - Grd Prix d’Honneur   Expo Universelle Paris
1879 - Grd Diplome d’Honneur. Expo Regionale

Besancon
1879 - Grd Diplome d’Honneur  Expo speciale

d’horlogerie
1880 - Grd Diplome d’Honneur  de la Chaux-de-Fond

VINCENTI, JEAN
1834 - Medaille d’Argent
1855 - Medaille d’Argent

MARTI, SAMUEL et Cie
1841 - Medaille d’or (Paris exhibition)
1851 - Medaille d’or (Paris exhibition)
1852 - Medaille d’or (Paris exhibition)
1860 - Medaille de Bronze
1889 - Medaille d’Argent
1900 - Medaille d’Or
1931 - Grand Prix, Paris

MARTI, FRITZ
1900 - Medaille d’Or, Paris
  ?? - Medaille de bronze
1908: Medaille d’or (Paris exhibition)
Although incomplete, I have found this helpful in dat-
ing movements.
There must have been zillions of French clocks manu-
factured in the last 150 years.  Most all used the “Pendule
de Paris”, which are very fine examples of the art of
mass production of clock movements.
Many of these movements were purchased “in the rough”
(ebauches), from the various clockmakers listed above
and finished as required. The numbers on the back plate
are control numbers, meant to help keep the cases, dials
and pendulum together during manufacture. There are
usually two other numbers located on either side of the
lower post of the back plate. These are the pendulum
length in pouces (27.07 mm) and ligne (2.256mm). If
the numbers for example were 8, 4 you can calculate
the EFFECTIVE length of the pendulum by converting
these to mm and adding them together:
(8 x 27.07) + (4 x 2.256) = 225.854 mm ( 8.88 in.)


