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The Bytown Times is published five times a year by
the Ottawa Chapter 111, National Association of
Watch and Clock Collectors.
President: Maynard Dokken, 16 Brian Cres. Nepean,
Ontario. K2H 6X3. Telephone (613) 829-1565.
Vice President: Bill Pullen.
Secretary: Ben Roberts.
Treasurer: Charles Beddoe.
Immediate Past President: Dan Hudon.
Program Director: Allan Symons.
Bytown Times Editor: Ben Roberts. Telephone (613)
828-9271  Email Address: benrobe@sympatico.ca
The Chapter meets five times a year on the fourth
Sunday of the months of Jan., March, May, Sept., and
Nov., at 1:00 pm. Annual dues $16.
Membership in the NAWCC is obligatory.
Association dues: U.S. $55.

Next Meeting Last Meeting Report
The last meeting was held on Sunday January 25 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre in
Graham Park.
A total of 40 members and 1 guest attended the
meeting.
In his opening remarks, Chapter President Maynard
Dokken welcomed new member Tom Porter and guest
Steven Ladanyi.
Peter Kushnir expressed his thanks on behalf of the
newly formed  NAWCC Montreal Chapter 187 for the
support and encouragement  received from our
Chapter during its efforts to obtain formal recognition.
Dan Hudon will definitely be giving his clock repair
course again this spring, and those wishing to attend
were able to talk to him regarding tool requirements
etc.
It had been hoped to be able to make a formal
presentation of an honorary membership in the
Chapter to Carl Jensen in recognition of his position
as founder member of the Chapter and his on-going
support to the present day. Unfortunately Carl’s health
did not permit him to attend the meeting, and there
will be no formal presentation of the certificate of
recognition which was on view to members.
The first item on the program was a presentation by
Maynard Dokken in which he demonstrated his
development of a classification system for Westclox
Watches manufactured at the Peterborough, Ontario
factory. Part of Maynard’s collection of these watches
was also on display throughout the meeting.
The second half of the program was devoted to the
annual Chapter Auction. Some  25 horological items
had been brought to the meeting by our members and
were auctioned with great skill and elan by Maynard
Dokken.  As well as being a fun auction enjoyed by
all, some  members appeared happy to have been able
to reduce their workshop clutter, while others
appeared  satisfied with their new acquisitions.

The next meeting will be held on Sunday March 28 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Center on
Esquimalt Avenue in Graham Park, doors open at 12:30
pm.
The main item on the program will be a presentation by
Gary Fox on The Canadian Horological Institute. He
will discuss new information he has found which adds
to the original research on this subject carried out by
Jane Varkaris in 1987. Jane’s original article appeared
in the June 1987 NAWCC Bulletin.
There will of course be the usual Mart and Display Tables
which all members should feel free to use.
As usual we are encouraging members to bring along
items for Show and Tell, and as our March meeting is
usually designated ‘March Madness’ the more unusual
or different the items are the better.

Chapter 111 Meetings for 2004
The five Chapter meetings for 2004 are scheduled as
follows:

 Sunday January 25
Sunday March 28
Sunday May 30

Sunday September 26
Sunday November 28

Toronto Invitational 2004
In association with Chapters 92,111,119 and 132,
Toronto Chapter 133 will host the Toronto Invitational
at the Ramada Hotel 400/401, 1677 Wilson Avenue,
Toronto on Sunday May 2nd, 2004.
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Pequegnat
Clock Co. there will be a program of talks and a display
of Pequegnat clocks. There will also be the usual Mart
located in the Lady Hamilton Room
The event is open to all NAWCC members, as well as
members spouses and guests .
Among other presenters, Chapter 111 member Allan
Symons will speak on “Pequegnat Clocks - The Anatomy
of the Clock Case.”
Copies of the event hand-out with full program, location
and registration details,  will be available at our March
meeting, or contact Ben Roberts or Maynard Dokken to
obtain a copy.

John Kennedy
It is with great regret that we
report the death of Chapter
member John Kennedy on
Saturday February 21.
John was a keen and
dedicated clock collector,
who quitely supported the
NAWCC and Chapter 111 for
many years. In addition to attending Chapter meetings
and activities, he was a familiar figure at most of the
annual NAWCC Regional and Invitational shows in
Toronto, Montreal and Syracuse.
Chapter 111 will miss him, and  we extend our deepest
sympathy to his family.
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Seen at the Last Meeting

The meeting is just about to get underway.

During the auction.

Maynard was the auctioneer as usual.

Above: Some of the items
at auction.

Above: Some Westclox Peterborough “Dollar” Watches
from Maynard Dokkens collection.

A Watchmakers Store Display and a
Watchmakers School Demo Kit were  displayed
by Gary Fox.
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Bulova has been making clocks for as long as it has
been making watches - more than 90 years. Now
Bulova’s acquisition last year of a Canadian
grandfather clock manufacturer has put  it  in the big-
clock business big time.
American watch icon Bulova has hopped on the
mechanical bandwagon. It has just launched a new
collection of timepieces featuring German mechanical
movements, some with moonphase dials, all with
eight-day power reserve, priced in the heart of the
popular high mech range: $1,800 to $7,000.
Bulova, of course, is a famous American watch brand,
with a long, often illustrious, history as a watchmaker
and marketer. Today it is a power player in the mid-
range of the global watch market on the strength of its
quartz watch brands: Bulova, Accutron, Caravelle and
Wittnauer (another American watch name that Bulova
acquired in 2001). Total sales of Bulova Corp., which
is owned by Loews Corporation and headquartered in
the borough of Queens in New York City, amounted to
$164.5 million in 2002.
Expanding from quartz wristwatches to mechanical
longcase clocks might seem an unlikely leap, until
you factor in Bulova’s flourishing clock business.
Bulova, you see, has been making clocks for as long
as it has been making watches, i.e., more than 90
years.
The company was founded as a jewelry store in New
York in 1875 by Joseph Bulova, a 23-year-old Czech
immigrant. A company chronology notes that the firm
began manufacturing boudoir and table clocks as well
as fine pocket watches in 1911.
Clocks, says Bulova CEO Herb Hofmann, are very
important to Bulova, representing about 15% of its
total sales. So last year, when the opportunity for
Bulova to become a bona fide producer of grandfather
clocks presented itself, Hofmann seized it.

“The Bulova name, with its heritage, lends itself to
grandfather clocks, Hofmann says. He knows because
Bulova’s Canadian subsidiary has been successfully
selling grandfather clocks under the Bulova name for
15 years. The clocks were produced for Bulova by
Heirloom, a custom woodworking company
specializing in the production of grandfather clocks in
Kitchener, Ontario, about an hour south of Toronto.
Bulova never launched the clocks in the United States
because Heirloom could not produce enough for the
giant U.S. market. Hence, the Bulova grandfather
clocks remained a Canadian market exclusive.
Last year Bulova found a solution to Heirloom’s
limited production capacity. It bought the company
and made the investments required to boost its output.
It added improvements like new sanding and staining
equipment, new staining rooms, etc., and concentrated
on the manufacture of grandfather clocks. It made no
changes to the Heirloom staff. Karel Dobes, who co-
founded the firm in 1982, continues to run the
operation as president of Art of Time Ltd., its new
name.
Bulova’s Grandfather Clock collection consists of 25
models hand-crafted in Kitchener, priced from $1,800
to $7,000. The clocks come in a variety of shapes,
heights (from 72 to 91 inches), styles, and finishes.
They are made of solid oak, maple or cherry wood
with polished brass components. All the movements
are manufactured by Hermle, the world’s leading
producer of mechanical clock movements, located in
Gosheim, in Germany’s Black Forest.
Each clock is made to order, explains Tom Fosorile,
Bulova’s senior vice president of sales,  It takes eight
to 10 weeks to produce the clock, standard for a piece
of furniture.
Bulova is confident it can transfer the quality image of
its watches to grandfather clocks. Asks Hofmann,
“What better name is there for a grandfather clock
than a brand that’s been around for 128 years?”

Bulova ‘Grandfather’ Clocks from Canada
Extract from an article in ‘Watch Time’ magazine provided by Dan
Hudon.
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Classification of Westclox
“Dollar” Pocket Watches.
At the Chapter 111 March meeting, Maynard Dokken
gave an overview of the Classification system he has
devised for Westclox (Peterborough) “Dollar” Pocket
Watches.
His presentation was illustrated by a series of pages
from his study, enlarged and projected onto the screen
using an epidiascope, and illustrating the various
characteristics being discussed.
Some time ago Maynard had started to try to put
together a paper compiling the Westclox
(Peterborough) clocks he had acquired and identified
through purchases, catalogues and magazines.
It  soon became apparent that this was a monumental
task which would take considerable time to complete
and, because of other priorities which were making
demands on his time, he suspended the project in March
1999.
However, while researching the clocks it had occurred
to him that a classification system for just Westclox
“Dollar” Pocket Watches would be a smaller and
simpler project, so some time later he started to develop
such a system.
He decided that the classification system would utilize
the physical characteristics of the watches to catalogue
them. Some of the Characteristics looked at and the
variations found were  as shown.

   CHARACTERISTICS       VARIATIONS FOUND
Names.     42
Case types.     20
Case Finishes.       2
Hour & Minute
Hand combinations.     14
Second hand types.       2
Crystal types and profiles.     15
Crowns.      21
Movements.      14
Back Plate material.        2
Spring Bridge material.        2
Spring Bridge markings.      15

As can be seen, the variations found in these watches were
a little overwhelming, and Maynard demonstrated  that if
all possible characteristics and variations were possible,
that 127,431,136,000 combinations could exist. What had
started as a simple study was quickly becoming a
nightmare.
However, by giving each of the variations a number code,
the watches he had acquired and borrowed were classified
using this system and entered into a data base.
He  developed two classification systems based on these
variations, the first being a relatively simple classification
and the second a more complex and detailed one.
An important feature of the simpler system is that a watch
can be classified by only having to remove the bezel (if
one existed) and the back cover of the case. This requires
only a knife, a pick to remove the stem, and a small magnet
which is used to differentiate between ferrous and non-
ferrous parts.
The more detailed classification method entails the
removal of the movement from the case.

Wanted by Maynard Dokken
Maynard Dokken is looking for an Elgin Model 1
Movement for parts, or parts for an Elgin Model 1
Movement.

If you can help with any leads would you please
call Maynard at (613) 829-1565.

His addres is:

16 Brian Crescent
Nepean
Ontario.   K2H 6X3
Canada.

Above and below: Some of the borrowed
“Dollar” Watches which were classified.


