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The Bytown Times is published five times a year by
the Ottawa Chapter 111, National Association of
Watch and Clock Collectors.
President: Maynard Dokken, 16 Brian Cres. Nepean,
Ontario. K2H 6X3. Telephone (613) 829-1565.
Vice President: Bill Pullen.
Secretary: Ben Roberts.
Treasurer: Charles Beddoe.
Immediate Past President: Dan Hudon.
Program Director: Allan Symons.
Bytown Times Editor: Ben Roberts. Telephone (613)
828-9271  Email Address: benrobe@sympatico.ca
The Chapter meets five times a year on the fourth
Sunday of the months of Jan., March, May, Sept., and
Nov., at 1:00 pm. Annual dues $16.
Membership in the NAWCC is obligatory.
Association dues: U.S. $55.

Last Meeting
The last meeting was held on Sunday March 28 at the
Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre in
Graham Park.  A total of 38 members and guests attended
the meeting.
Announcements and non-programmed items:
Treasurer Charles Beddoe presented the current
Chapter’s Financial Report, and Georges Royer   reported
on his audit of the Chapters books for the period 2001-
2003.
Dan Hudon confirmed that his clock repair course will
be held on  Saturday mornings at the Community Centre,
commencing on Saturday  April 4th, and is expected to
continue on subsequent Saturdays through May 22.
Michael Mazur provided information and pictures of a
selection of clocks for sale. Alan Symons showed a clock
made by Fleet of Montreal, and also drew members
attention to an upcoming store closing clock auction in
Kingston on April 24.
Jordan Renaud showed an interesting watch with a
chronometer escapement made by Charles A. Wirth for
his graduation  from the Technicum watchmaking school
in Le Locle, Switzerland
The scheduled presentations were by Maynard Dokken
and Gary Fox. Maynard showed how he removed several
layers of over pasted labels on a clock backboard to
reveal most  of the original label, and Gary presented
further details of his ongoing research into the Canadian
Horological Institute which was located in Toronto at
the turn of the 19th century. He has been able to add
considerably to the original research carried out by Jane
Varkaris in 1987, including connections to some local
jewellers and watchmakers.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday May 30 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre on
Esquimalt Avenue in Graham Park, commencing at
1:30 pm (Doors open at 1:00 pm.)
Allan Symons will present the seminar he gave at the
Toronto Invitational on May 2nd entitled “Pequignat
Clocks - The Anatomy of the Clock Case”
Bill Westbrooke will show, and  make a presentation
on “ The MicroSet Watch and Clock Timer”
There will of course also be the usual Mart and
Display tables, and Show and Tell items from any
members would very much appreciated.
This is our last scheduled meeting until September, so
we would like to see you there.

Information Wanted

Arts for Medicare
On Sunday April 5 a charity Watch and Clock
Assessment was organized by Pat McGrath for The
Ottawa Health Coalition at the Ottawa Arts Court.
Unfortunately, although there were several of our
members in attendance ready to carry out the
assessments, the event was not well attended by the
public, and we had very few customers.

Gary Fox carries out a watch assessment for one
of the few  members of the public who attended.

Rear:  Bill Pullen, Pete Graham, Maynard Doken.
Centre: Georges Royer, Erin Fox, Gary Fox, Ben
Roberts.   Front: Pat McGrath
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Seen at the Last Meeting

Charles A. Wirth, born 1890 at Le Locle, Canton of
Neuchatel, Switzerland, attended watchmaking school in
Le Locle at age 16, and made this watch which has a
chronographic escapement at age 18 to graduate from the
school. He served his apprenticeship until age 21, and in
1911, came to Montreal to work for Smith-Patterson until

they closed during the depression. He started his own
watch and clock repair shop at University and St.
Catherine He worked at the shop until 1960 and died
in 1965 at age 75. The watch is now in the possession
of his daughter Audrey in Deep River, Ontario

The Charles  A. Wirth watch with its chronographic escapement.

President Maynard Dokken opens the meeting.

Dan Hudon announces the schedule
for his clock repair course

Left: Treasurer Charles Beddoe reports on  the Chapter’s
finances.  Right: Georges Royer presents his Financial
Audit of the Chapter’s books for the period 2001-2003.

Michael Mazer provides information
and shows pictures of a number of
clocks which are for sale.

Jordan Renaud shows the
watch made by C. H. Wirth.

Almont Antique Assessment Show
On Sunday May 2, the Almont Textile Mill held its annual
antique assessment show.
Two of our stalwart members Archie Smith and Georges
Royer organized the Chapters participation in the event,
and were in attendance to provide clock assessments. They
also provided a display  of clocks to stimulate  interest in
our tables.

Unfortunately, due to the somewhat inclement  weather
or a lack of publicity, or both, the event was poorly
attended by the public, and their expertise was rarely
called upon.
The Chapter thanks both Archie and Georges for their
considerable time and effort, which only resulted in a
somewhat disappointing outcome.

Jordan Renaud on C. A. Wirth
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The Canadian Horological
Institute - An Update
by Gary Fox.

In the latter part of the 19th Century, a person
submitting his timepiece to the local watchmaker for
repair often had it returned in worse condition than
when he dropped it off! This was true across Canada
and the United States.
“The truth is that a very large share of our
watchmakers are but imperfectly educated either in
theory or in practice. The foreign system of long
apprenticeships is not in vogue here, and even if it
were, the most of our employees are not really
competent to instruct apprentices. “
Charles Edgar Fritts, New York, 1894.

Between 1890 and 1913, Toronto was home to a
remarkable experiment in the training of competent
watch repairers. The Canadian Horological Institute,
directed by Henry Playtner, was internationally
renowned for producing some of the finest
watchmakers of the era. His students won many
awards in competitions and they graduated only upon
completion of their own masterpiece.
Jane Varkaris and the late Eugene Fuller published the
first history of the Institute in the June 1987 issue of
the NAWCC Bulletin. Their story was developed after
considerable research but, in Jane’s words, they barely
scratched the surface. Henry Playtner left no records.
There was no published curriculum and no list of

graduates. Jane and Gene had little more than the
school’s advertisements, the Toronto City Directory
and Playtner’s last will and testament upon which to
build their history.
Gary Fox gave us a presentation that provided an
update on the history provided by Jane and Gene. The
presentation told the story of Harold Burns and
George Nettleton - both graduates of the CHI and
successful watchmakers from Perth, and Ottawa
respectively.  Gary’s presentation included pictures of
technical drawings rendered by Burns as part of his
class work: class photos from the 1909/1910 school
years; and a picture of the masterpiece watch made by
George Nettelton.

The Nettletons
of Ottawa.
Doug Nettelton
and his
grandfather
George
Nettelton

Above: Some examples from Gary’s slide presentation.
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His Holiness the Dalia Lama receiving the gift of
Canadian made Westclox pocket watches from Henry
C. (Hank) Armstrong on the occasion of his speech to
the Canadian Club luncheon on April 22.

The Dalia Lama Receives
Canadian Watches.
On April 22, the Dalia Lama, whose hobby is watch
repair, spoke at a luncheon given in his honour at the
Canadian Club in Ottawa where he was presented with
six Canadian made Westclox pocket watches and a
number of watch parts.
In reference to his watch repair skills, the Dalia Lama
raised a laugh from the audience when he said (sic)“If
my luck is good, then I can repair. If luck bad, then
most cases - more damage”
Attending the luncheon was Chapter President
Maynard Dokken who had donated the watches and
parts from his Canadian Westclox collection.

Toronto Invitational 2004
The Toronto Invitational meeting was held at the
Ramada Hotel in Toronto on Sunday May 2. The
following Chapter 111 members were caught on
camera at the meeting:

The Seminars included a
presentation by  Allan
Symons: “Pequegnat
Clocks - The Anatomy of
the Clock Case”

Charles Locke

Peter KushnirJean and Bryan Hollebone

Maynard Dokken

 Gary Fox

Peter Clarke

Dax Dial, Plates made 1942 & 1960, Misc. Parts

DAX
 Made May 1928

DAX
Made Feb. 1935

POCKET BEN
Made Nov. 1951

DAX
Made Dec. 1974

POCKET BEN
Made Dec. 1965

PILOT
Made Aug. 1959
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Special Invitation to Chapter 111 Members
By Michael Mazur

Sat., June 5th '04,
OTTAWA  AUCTION...Start time 10:00 AM

(NO BUYERS FEE !!!)
Though this is a household auction ... It is the house of a 25 year member of the NAWCC Special for the Clock
& Watch Collectors ... there will be lots of clocks & watch parts ... plus advertising, display cabinets and...
some choice collectors pieces such as:
1) Large (36" x 22" x 7.5") 1954 NEON CLOCK BULOVA (outdoor/indoor) fabulous like new navy blue &
white porcelain (glass) finish on heavy gauge metal; was fully refurbished.
2) Ca 1825 American Wooden Works clock original gold stencilled finish, fully restored and ready to go!
3) 19th Century key wind silver pocket watch in excellent condition.
4) Some nice English fusee watch movements and of course many, many, affordable project clocks & watches!
There are numerous box lots of watch and clock parts ...for the less discriminate (cheap ...er.. frugal) collector!

This is an out-of-door, at the Back of the House Auction... best bring your chair/umbrella.
PLEASE NOTE: If really poor weather please call ahead 1-613-728-1242, as cancellation, or other
arrangements may be necessary for safety reasons. So please come especially if you want a nice special
something ...for wholesale and better!!!!
Please note this sale will be advertised on the http://www.theauctionfever.com/listings site with additional
pictures... look for it !!!

1. Take the Queensway (East or West depending on your starting location)
2. Take exit 122 Parkdale Ave.
3. Go South on Parkdale Ave.
4. Turn LEFT onto Sherwood Ave.
5. Turn LEFT onto Reid Ave.
6. Turn RIGHT onto Kinnear St.
7. Auction is located behind the house on 14 Kinnear St. which is a dead end street. 8.. Parking can be found on
Fairmont Ave. which crosses Kinnear (less than a block away)

DIRECTIONS

PLEASE NOTE: This auction sale is THE SAME DAY as the Annual Civic Hospital Area
Garage Sale.

Location Hint:
14 Kinnear St is parallel to Sherwood Ave; bounds the north end of Fairmont Park!
(BIG NEON CLOCKS on BACK & FRONT of HOUSE!)
If you get lost or weather is BAD ... call 728-1242

Hope you will be able to attend June 5th, 2004, 10 AM . For sure there is an excellent chance you will find some
'treasure', and at a bargain price! There certainly is lots & lots to choose from !!
Looking forward to more than a few friendly
faces.

Michael, Hélène & the boys

14 Kinnear St., Ottawa, Ont.                Cont. on Page 6
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• Small old kitchen pendulum clocks
• Very early museum quality, rare ca. 1825, American, 30 hr. Wt Driven, Wooden Works Clock,

Jeromes, Darrow, and Co., Bristol, Conn.
• Antique pocket watches (key wind and stem wind)
• Antique & vintage collector's wristwatches and parts
• Many, many, antique & old alarm clocks ... Canadian; American & European ... others
• Display cases for watches large & small.
• Omega jeweller's display clock.

• Advertising for vintage and antique watches (Waltham, Omega, Longines, Universal,
Bulova, Girard Perregaux)

• Early 19th century American Wooden Works clock.
• Late 19th Century kitchen elm / beech (?) clock cabinet with two doors (7ft 6in tall by 38 in.

Wide by almost 10 in. Deep); appears to have been built to accommodate weight-driven clock
movement in the glass framed upper right section; temporary shelf added to allow for kitchen
clock to be displayed where the weights would normally hang down.

Please note these clock & watch pictures only represent a small sample ... I am still
unpacking !!!

Auction Cont.
Cont. from Page 5

SEE PICTURES ABOVE
Partial listing for auction - 14 Kinnear Street Ottawa, Ontario - June 5, 2004
Pre-moving Sale - 25 years of accumulated stuff.

Antique and Vintage Clocks, Watches and Advertising.
• large Bulova advertising neon clock (porcelain, metal exterior in the shape of a 1950's tank wrist watch,

fully refurbished.


