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The Bytown Times is published five times a year by
the Ottawa Chapter 111, National Association of
Watch and Clock Collectors.
President: Maynard Dokken, 16 Brian Cres. Nepean,
Ontario. K2H 6X3. Telephone (613) 829-1565.
Vice President: Bill Pullen.
Secretary: Ben Roberts.
Treasurer: Charles Beddoe.
Immediate Past President: Dan Hudon.
Program Director: Allan Symons.
Bytown Times Editor: Ben Roberts. Telephone (613)
828-9271  Email Address: benrobe@sympatico.ca
The Chapter meets five times a year on the fourth
Sunday of the months of Jan., March, May, Sept., and
Nov., at 1:00 pm. Annual dues $16.
Membership in the NAWCC is obligatory.
Association dues: U.S. $55.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday November 28
at the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre
on Esquimalt Avenue in Graham Park, commencing at
1:30 pm (Doors open at 1:00 pm)
The main item will be a display and presentation by Ben
Roberts of his collection of RAF timepieces.

Last Meeting
Our last meeting was held on Sunday September 28 at
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Center in
Graham Park.
Dan Hudon reported on his current clock repair course
which will be completed on October 30. There are nine
people taking the course. Peter Kushnir reminded
everyone of the Montreal Horology Show in Montreal
on Sunday October 3rd.
Show and Tell consisted of the following:
Ernst Boldt showed examples of spring barrels which
are found in some clocks. In some cases the  barrel is
machined in two parts, with the gear wheel hard soldered
to the barrel drum. The application of heat, while
removing a broken spring for example,  can result in the
two parts separating.
Allan Symons showed a recently acquired Sangamo
Synchronous Electric Clock. Apparently these clocks
were made in Toronto by divisions of Sangamo and the
Hamilton Watch Company from 1928 to 1931. They
were subsequently  taken over by  Westclox  in order to
obtain the rights on the synchronous motors.
Gary Fox showed an interesting local historical
acquisition. It consisted of a clock accompanied by an
1881 Ottawa News article describing military games at
the Governor Generals residence in Ottawa, The clock
had been second prize in a tent assembly competition. A
more detailed report on Gary’s interesting find appears
on page 5.
The main programmed item was a presentation by John
Ruhland on Dutch Clocks. John had brought along
several very fine examples from his collection and he
discussed the dating and historical significance of each
type of clock. The talk was very well received and proved
to be most interesting.
Chapter Administration Items:
Treasurer Charles Beddoe presented his financial
statement and reported that the Chapter is in good
financial order.
Our annual voluntary donation of $100 to the
Community Association for the use of their facilities has
been made. Everyone was again reminded that the City
of Ottawa does not accept any responsibilty for injury
or accidents on the premises, and as the Chapter does
not carry any accident insurance, everyone attending
meetings and other activities at the Centre does so
entirely at their own risk.
We have again been asked to attend the Almont Textile
Museum Road Show on Sunday October 24 from 11:00
to 2:00 pm. Ben Roberts will be rounding up some watch
and clock ‘experts’ and soliciting items for our display.
Brian Hollebone volunteered to organize and hold the
annual Chapter Wine and Cheese Party at his home in
early November. Notices will be sent to all members
when dates and times are finalized.
A proposal that Chapter Membership Cards be issued
was agreed. Ben Roberts will design and provide
appropriate cards.

There will also be plenty of time for Show and Tell items,
so please bring along anything horological that you
would like to show and talk about.
There will also be the usual Mart and Display tables of
course, so please help us to fill them.This will be our
last meeting of 2004 so lets try to make it a good one.

Chapter Membership
At the September meeting it was agreed that we should
introduce membership cards. A sample of the new card
is reproduced below. If our records show that you are,
or are regarded as, a fully paid up member of the Chapter
through 2005, you will find your new card attached to
this copy of the Bytown Times. Cards will be issued to
everyone else when their 2005 dues are paid.
There are a number of people who have not paid any
Chapter dues for several years. Where we are aware of
illness or incapacity etc. we do ignore such delinquencies
and continue to send the Bytown times and any other
notices. However we feel that to continue to do this for
anyone no longer interested in remaining a member is
an unnecessary expense and unfair to our paid up
members. So we would like to hear from you if you are
very much in arrears. A telephone call, note or Email
will suffice. Otherwise we shall be forced to remove
your name from our membership list in the new year.
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Seen at the Last Meeting

John Ruhland’s very interesting presentation on Dutch
Clocks included several fine examples from his collection
which he had brought along to illustrate his talk.
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Seen at the Last Meeting   Cont.

Above: The Samgano clock shown by Allan Symons.

The earliest Westclock Canada watch so far found by Maynard Dokken and his question about a
Unico watch.

Almont Antique Appraisal Fair
On Sunday October 24, Maynard Dokken, Bill
Pullen, Pete Graham, Gary Fox and Ben Roberts
were at the Mississippi Textile Museum’s annual
Antique Appraisal Fair on behalf of Chapter 111.
Although, as usual at this fair, there was not too
much demand for our services, we had an interesting
time, and our clock and watch display drew a good
amount of interest from the public.
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Auction

SMALL AND ALARM CLOCKS $3 TO $5
NO NAME MANTEL CLOCK $35

By Maynard Dokken

Some of the clocks and prices at a Sullivan Auction
on Monday October 11 for Gibbins, RR# 1
Milford, Ontario.

Almont Appraisal Fair Contd.

Above: Maynard examines a customer’s clock while
Pete and Bill discuss a German Box Clock.

Pete and Gary discuss timepieces with customers.
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It was a chilly April 30 (a Saturday afternoon) in Ottawa.
In spite of a brief snow fall around noon, over a thousand
people gathered at Rideau Hall to watch the Military
Games.  The games were held under the auspices of the
Governor General, the Marquess of Lorne, who
generously gave prizes for the occasion.   The year was
1881.
According to the Ottawa Daily Free Press of May 2,
1881, there were 14 competitions planned for the day,
including Picking the Ring; Heads and Posts; Artillery;
Sword Exercise; Foot races (3); a Tent Race; Steeple
Chase; Sword or Bayonet (mounted and on foot);
Fencing; Boxing: Wrestling: and a Tug of War.
Competition was fierce with participants from the
Governor General Foot Guards; The Ottawa Field
Battery; the Princess Louise Dragoon Guards and the
Ottawa Rifles.  The Bands of the Governor General Foot
Guards and the Ottawa Battery were there and provided
a lively and welcome entertainment.
Each competition was described in the Ottawa Daily
Free Press, including a list of winners and in some
cases, their prizes.  Of the Tent Race, the Press said it
“was one of the most interesting features of the day’s
sports.  In this contest, the tents were deposited folded
up 50 yards distant from the spot at which they were
to be pitched and where each squad stood until the
first sound of the bugle.  Each squad then started for
its tent at full speed, carried it back to the pitching
ground and pitched it.  The conditions provided that at
the sound of the bugle, which was five minutes from
the start, every man should stand, making no move
after the bugle sounded, but to fall in in front of their
tent.  The tent in each case should, if the pitching be
completed, be finished with the door closed and
curtain pegged down.  The contest was quite an
exciting one, and the tents were unfolded and pitched
with a wonderful celerity.  Some slight confusion was
created by one of the Guard’s squads getting
possession of the Field Battery’s tent and vice versa.

When the bugle sounded all the tents were up but were
not all completely pegged down.  The first prize was
won by the Ottawa Rifles and the second by No. 2
Company, G.G.F.G”
The Press made no mention of the prize won by the
Rifles, but no doubt it was accepted by Captain Robert
Lang the commander of the squad who was also
Secretary for the games.
It was late spring in 2004 when, surfing the Internet, I
came across the web site of an auction house in Dallas
Texas which had a rather large listing of antiques and
collectibles.  Among the many items listed, there was a
rather strange looking clock which was said to have what
appeared to be some very interesting engraving on the
back:
The auction house was linked to E-Bay so I was able to
participate via the Internet as an absentee bidder.  My
bid, placed through E-Bay, was the winner. The clock
arrived with some exciting extras.  The clock itself was
contained in a cedar box with hinged lid that was held
closed by two hooks and eyes, and appears to have been
made around the same time as the clock  Also included
were a handwritten note and a letter.
The clock itself is 9 inches tall, 5.25 inches wide and 3
inches deep.  The case is made from a solid block of
wood – probably pine – through which a hole has been
bored from front to back.  The bore hole is lined with a
brass sleeve and the movement with attached bezel and
dial, as well as the back cover (which carries the
inscription) fit snugly into the sleeve. The case is covered
with a rich looking wood veneer that could be a light
walnut.  There are decorative wood moldings on the top
of the case and around the bottom.  The dial is a crudely
cut, but colourful, cardboard with blue accents.  It is
most likely a replacement.
The movement is unmarked but is probably French.  It
is time only with the spring in a barrel.  There is a
platform escapement with a cylinder balance.  The only
markings besides “S” and “F” are repair marks for a
clock restorer with the initials “C&O” and the date 1976.
The same initials are written on the back of the dial.
The clock was dirty upon arrival but a quick cleaning
underscored the real problem - the hairspring crumbled
into “dust”.  The whole affair is currently a work in
progress but will soon be fixed.
The note that came with the clock was handwritten on
the back of a blank check from the First National Bank
of Racine (Wisconsin).  It says “This clock was carried
by him when he was commissioned by the Canadian
Gov’t to settle Indian claims along the Red & Assiniboin
Rivers.  He also assisted in settling the border line of
US & Canada.”
The letter is dated June 2, 1912.  It is addressed to “Uncle
Robert” (Lang) and is from Sidney Lang, Inspector of
Secondary Schools in Winnipeg.  There is too much to
describe in the letter, but essentially it is an invitation to
“Uncle Robert” to drop in for a visit when on “his way
back from the Army Reunion” that summer.
This clock is a remarkable piece of history and, once
repaired, will sit in a place of honour at Fox Manor.  It
may find its way to a museum at some point, but for
the moment, I will keep it in a place where it will be
appreciated for a long time to come.
 More pictures on page 6

Military Sports Award
By Gary Fox
The following was given as a Show and Tell item by Gary at the
September meeting. I felt it was of such  interest that I asked him to
let me reproduce it in print. The entire article and photographs were
provided by Gary and have been subject to only minimum editing
for space reasons. Ben Roberts.
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Military Sports Award Cont.

Above: The clock. Top Right: The engraving which first
attracted Gary’s attention. Bottom Right; The movement

Clock Repair Course
Dan Hudons clock Repair course September 11 to
October 30.

Left to right - back row: Dwight Dickerson, Mark Seguin,
Bill Jones, Luc Laurin, Steven Ladanyi and Dan Hudon.
Front row: Grant Perry, Allan Sobieralski, Kevin West and
Patrick Bigras


