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Bytown
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday Novem-
ber 27 at the Qualicum and Graham Park Commu-
nity Centre on Esquimalt Avenue in Graham Park, 
commencing at 1:30 pm. (Doors open at 1:00 pm)
Alan Symons will be talking and giving details 
about a unique 1820ʼs wooden gear tall case clock 
from Quebec, and we hope to have more show 
and tell items from members. So if you have any-
thing to show and talk about, please bring it along.
There will also be our usual Mart and Display tables.

Last Meeting
The last meeting was held on Sunday September 25 
at the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Centre 
in Graham Park. 38 members attended. There were no 
guests or visitors.
President Maynard Dokken opened the meeting and 
dealt with several Chapter administration items. He 
also spoke in memory of member Jim Armstrong, and 
expressed the Chapterʼs condolences to Jimʼs family in 
their loss. 
The meeting program was devoted to Show and Tell 
items by members: 
Maynard Dokken showed two pocket watches: A Pioria 
anti-magnetic watch, and a Waltham CPR Rail Road 
watch made between 1913 and 1919. The Waltham 
watch generated considerable discussion regarding the 
use of such watches, with knowledgeable input from 
Peter Kushnir and Charles Locke.
Georges Royer showed several examples and gave some 
interesting information about Morbier Clocks and their 
manufacture.
Allan Symons showed further examples of Snider clocks 
which are being added to his Canadian clock Museum 
in Deep River. Of the five clocks he brought to show at 
the meeting, one is destined to be included in a museum 
exhibition in Toronto.
Wally Clemens showed a very early mechanical digital 
clock.
Gary Fox displayed recent eBay purchases, one of which 
was a ladies pendant watch display case, dating from 
between the 1890ʼs and 1910. The case has  beveled 
glass sides and an enameled top showing a picture of 
the original Houses of Parliament. Gary also showed a 
wheel stretching tool used to expand the size of a wheel 
to enable it to fit into a movement.

Workshops and Repair Courses
By Dan Hudon
This is a synopsis of Danʼs address to members at the September 
meeting.
There have been three classes on Introductory clock 
repair so far, with the current course running to the end 
of October. Those taking the course for a second time are 
working on German movements which are somewhat 
more challenging. 
Grant Perry and I have been discussing other ways of  
providing horological training, and Grant has had some 
positive response from the NAWCC in regard to their  
suite-case courses. There are three possible courses 
which they could consider providing in Canada, but only 
if they do not have to bring any equipment across the 
border - we would have to provide our own equipment, 
and would be responsible for finding a suitable venue 
reasonably accessible to anyone wishing to participate.
One of the three, the basic 101 clock course, while a 
little more extensive than Danʼs course, would cost 
$250 US per person for the four day course - minimum 
eight people.
There are other courses, but they must be taken  se-
quentially ie. One must take courses #1-#5 before 
taking #6.

Administration Items
Maynard expressed the thanks of everyone to Pete and 
Judy Graham for their invaluable assistance with this 
years Chapter Picnic.
The sum of $107 has been paid for the use of the meet-
ing rooms from 12:30 to 4:30 on each of our  meeting 
days for the next year. 
Is anyone interested in hosting the Chapterʼs Wine and 
Cheese event this year? Please let Maynard know.
Treasurer Charles Beddoe reminded the meeting that a 
year-end audit will soon be due. 
Please let the executive know if you feel that an election 
of new officers is required. The current executive has 
been in office for some time, and if anyone feels that 
they would like to present themselves as a candidate for 
any of these offices, please let us know, and an election 
will be arranged immediately. Also there is always need 
for assistance in running the Chapter. If anyone wishes 
to  volunteer to work in any capacity, they will always 
be welcome.

Wine and Cheese Party
The Chapter Wine and Cheese Party will be held on 
Saturday December 3. at the home of Georges and Patsy 
Royer. Details and map are enclosed with this issue.
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Seen At The Last Meeting

This clock, manufactured by Par 
Aro Ltd, Canada, with a movement 
by Harim Co. Ltd, Japan, was 
found and donated to Alan Symon s̓ 
Canadian Clock Museum in Deep 
River, Ontario, by Chapter member 
Pete Graham.

Alan Symons showed recent additions of Snider 
Clocks to his Canadian Clock Museum, one of 
which will be appearing at a Toronto museum 
exhibition.  

Left: Dan Hudon 
addressed the 
meeting with the 
latest information on 
workshops and training. 
(See front page)

Gary Fox displayed and talked about some of his recent eBay purchases which 
included a ladies Pendant Watch display case and a wheel stretching tool.

Georges Royer displayed and discussed 
several items from  his Morbier Clock 
collection. These clocks, produced near 
France s̓ Eastern border, were made between 

1680 and the 1900 s̓. In the early clocks, faces were made in two pieces, while later 
models used only one piece. The older models also had folding pendulums. All Morbier 
clocks used rope instead of cat gut.  The clocks were sold in many towns, and local 
merchants would put their own name on the dial. 

The meeting is formally opened
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Seen At The Last Meeting Cont.

Left: John Ruhland showed 
and talked about his 18th 
century Italian Carriage 
Clock  shown on the right. 
The clock does not strike 
automatically, but has a 
repeater mechanism which, 
when activated manually, 
indicates the current time 
in quarters on the two 
bells.

Above: Later John gave a demonstration of Dial Silvering. Centre: Johns dial silvering equipment. 
Right: A dial ready to be re-silvered.  Note:John s̓ hand-out regarding silvering is reproduced on page 6.

The two watches shown by Maynard Dokken. Left: The 17 jewel, size 16, Waltham CPR watch, made 
in 1918 which generated some discussion. 3,000 of these models were made, and were used by both the 
Central and Pacific Railway in the US, and the Canadian Pacific Railways. The latter carried the CPR 
Crest.
Right: A rare 15 jewel Pioria anti-magnetic watch.

Left and Right: Engraving on the movement of the Waltham 
Canadian Pacific Railway Watch. 
Centre: Peter Kirshnir contributed greatly to the resulting 
discussion on the of the use of such watches by the CPR. 
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Tim Potter Auction
12 & 13 august 2005. North of Bath County Road 22.
PST, GST and 10% Buyerʼs premium.
By Maynard Dokken

Hotchkiss $350, Patterson $275, Seth Thomas $350

Seth Thomas $100, No Name $ 120, No Name with 
Maple Leaves $ 120, Waterbury No Bid at $75

Korean $15, Black $65, No Face $30, 
German Tambour $ 35.

A selection of Watches  starting at $5 
and up to $350 for a Pear Case watch.

Seth Thomas $350$1,050

1. ʻ Regulator  ̓ $100
2. German Tambour  $30
3. Cottage Jerome & Co. $100
4. Seth Thomas Peterborough ?
5. German  $20
6. Time only Whyte Thompson 
      Co. $150
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Whiting $2300

Tim Potter Auction Cont.

 Whyte Thompson Co. $ 150

“Regulator” $100

German Tambour  $35

Black $ 65

Waterbury. No bid at $75 No name. $120

Wanted
Georges Royer is looking for a brass pendulum bob 
aproximately 5 inches in diameter. The bob should be 
hollow (ie. no lead weighting) of the type which would 
be suspended on a wooden pendulum rod. 
If you have such an item, would you please contact 
Georges. 
Georges telephone number in Ottawa is: 
(613) 233-3099.

For Sale
Jordan Renaud is currently servicing a Scotish Long 
Case clock which is for sale.
It is a 19th century long case clock by Alex. Hogg of 
Aberdeen, Scotland.

Itʼs original mahogany case is in very 
good condition. 
The scene in the arch of the dial needs 
cleaning, and the rest of the dial needs 
to be stabalized or repainted. If the dial 
is to be repainted, Jordan could arrange 
for this.
The movement is presently undergoing 
a full overhaul and restoration.
Jordan would deliver and set up the 
clock for the buyer.
Jorden may be contacted by telephone 
at 613-584-3744.for details and price.
Or by e-mail at:      
 r.j.renaud@magma.ca
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Peter Ross Auction.   
Sept 17, 2005.   
North of Alexandria, Ontario.
By Maynard Dokken

This Tall Case Clock with Wooden Works and 
Twiss Style case, by Joseph Balleray and Co. 
Longuiel, Lower Canada,  Sold for $3,300.

At the same auction, a Pequegnat ʻBrantfordʼ,  
“In good condition” sold for $625.

Dial Silvering
By John Ruhland
The following is a method I use when silvering a dial. I 
have silvered about 20 dials this way.
CLEANING
It is important to have the dial ring perfectly clean (ex-
cept for the back-the back should not be cleaned beyond 
removing the lose dirt). Make sure all of the old lacquer 
is gone-- scrub, brush, scratch or whatever, but get it 
out! Next, rub and brush it with salt, rinse it with warm 
water, and dry it with a paper towel.
LACQUERING
For the lacquering, you will need the following:
1. A heat source (either an alcohol lamp or a propane 
torch (a small flame is all you need).   2. A flat clean 
place to work on.  3. A stick of black lacquer (Perrinʼs).  
4. A brass putty knife (you can make this item from a 
piece of 1/16” x 1” x 6” brass and 2 pieces of wood for 
the handle)
Take the dial ring in your hand and hold the back in the 
flame, a small piece at a time. Test with your lacquer stick 
for the right temperature. If your stick sticks to the dial, 
you need more heat. If, however, the lacquer bubbles, 
it is too hot and will give you voids when sanding later. 
With the dial lying flat, fill in the engraving with your 
stick, using your hot putty knife to flatten and spread it 
out. Go all around your dial this way until everything 
is filled in.
SANDING
For the sanding, you will need the following:
1. A shallow tray in which the ring fits easily (an old 
cookie baking-sheet works fine).  2. A piece of wet or 
dry sanding cloth, such as 3M Fabricut silicon carbide 
(the same stuff used for drywall joints) in 220 grit.  3. A 
piece of wet or dry sandpaper (320 grit)  4. A fine-grit 
sanding pad.  5. A solid sanding block (a piece of flat 
wood or something) 
*Caution: do not rub the dial without a solid block or you 
will round the engraving edges, which looks horrible.

Pour some water into the tray, put in your dial, and start 
sanding until you can see your dial again. This is the 
time to check for voids. If you find any voids, you can 
drip a drop of lacquer into them and sand again. When 
the dial looks o.k. (remember that perfection is not ex-
pected from a 200-year-old dial), then you can sand with 
your 320-grit sandpaper. This time, try to get a circular 
scratch-pattern by using the dial edge as a guide. When 
it looks like you have sanded everywhere, you can give 
it a light rub with the fine sanding-pad. Rinse the dial 
with warm (not hot) water, and dry it with a paper towel. 
You are now ready for the silvering.
SILVERING
Here is what you will need for the silvering:
1. Cream of tartar.  2. Silver-nitrate crystals.  3. Cotton 
balls.  4. A small dish or jar
Put about 25 grams of silver nitrate into a small dish 
(a saucer works well). Add a small amount of water 
(just enough to submerge the crystals). Dissolve the 
crystals and let stand until the nitrate has settled. Pour 
off as much excess water as possible, without losing the 
nitrate. Now add some cream of tartar and stir until it 
forms a paste. Take a cotton ball, wet it in clean water, 
squeeze it out a bit, use it to grab a bit of the nitrate 
paste, and rub it onto the dial face in a circular motion. 
You will notice that the dial starts to turn silver. Keep 
rubbing all over until it looks as if you have covered 
everything, including the edges. Now take a wet cotton 
ball, dip it into some plain cream of tartar, and clean up 
the dial. Rinse it off with cold water and check to see 
how good your job is. After drying with a paper towel 
(do not touch the dial with your fingers again) you can 
spray a little clear matte lacquer over it, or lightly coat 
it with clear wax (do not rub it out, just let it dry).
You have now silvered a dial, and are ready for reas-
sembling.
The silvering paste is sufficient for about five dial rings, 
so store in a glass jar. You may have to add a few drops 
of water the next time you use it.


