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Bytown
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday May 28 at 
the Qualicum and Graham Park Community Cen-
tre on Esquimault Avenue in Graham Park, com-
mencing at 1:30 pm. (Doors open at 1:00 pm)
No formal program items have been scheduled for the 
meeting, as we would like to devote as much time as is 
needed to discussions regarding Chapter elections and the 
proposal for establishing a Chapter web site. We are asking 
for all members to come along and contribute to these im-
portant matters which will effect the future of the Chapter.
We would however, like to have Show and Tell items 
by members, so please bring along as many items 
as possible and be prepared to tell us about them.
There will of course be the usual Mart and Dis-
play tables available, so lets try to make those 
an  ac t ive  component  of  the  meet ing  a lso .

Last Meeting
The last meeting was held on Sunday March 26 at the 
Graham Park Community Centre in Graham Park. 
3 8  m e m b e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d .
President Maynard Dokken opened the meeting 
by introducing new members and guests, and also 
dealt with several Chapter administration items.
The main programmed item was a presentation by Ben 
Roberts on the history and growth of Smiths Industries 
in the UK, with specifi c accent on their Clock and 
Watch Division. Several members had brought along 
examples of Smiths clocks and watches for display, 
which provided an interesting adjunct to the presentation
This was followed by Show and Tell items by several 
members:         
Allan Symons showed a small battery driven dig-
ital clock which was used as an advertising medium 
for a British Columbia Company circa 1980-1990.
Mel Nash showed and demonstrated a vintage Vibrograf 
Watch Timer. The timer uses vacuum tubes together 
with a quartz oscillator to match the beat of the watch.
Grant Perry showed an Ithica Calendar Clock.
John Ruhland showed a Bracket Clock  circa 1825, with its 
original brackets, which although probably made in Scot-
land, has a Quebec dealers name and ̒ Quebec  ̓on the dial.
Georges Royer showed a miniature Time Only, 
8-Day Carriage clock with its original case.
To close the meeting, John Ruhland gave a very informa-
tive practical demonstration on how to make tin can 
weights for 30 hour clocks.

Administration Items
Ben Roberts provided copies of  Programs and 
M a p s  f o r  t h e  To r o n t o  I n v i t a t i o n a l  m e e t -
ing which will take place in Toronto on May 7.
Dan Hudon updated the Chapter Courses and Workshop in-
formation  provided   in  the March   issue of the Bytown Times: 
Four Chapter  111 members wil l  be at tend-
ing the NAWCC clock Repair Course in Toronto; 
There are still vacancies in the Clock Re-pivoting 
Course scheduled for May (A lathe is required); The 
Introduction to Pocket Watch Cleaning Course is tenta-
tively scheduled for September. Finally, another Intro-
duction to Clock repair course is planned for the fall.
Georges Royer reported on his annual audit of the 
Chapters finances. The books have been balanced 
and the Chapter is in a sound financial position.
Wally Clemens reported that the Chapter Library is 
up and running, and is operating well.  Any addi-
tions to the Library will be very much appreciated. 
Peter Kushnir reminded the meeting about the Chap-
ter 187 Horological Show to be held in Montreal on 
October 1. He also reported that he has been in touch 
with the NAWCC in regard to certain anomalies in the 
new subscription rates charged to Canadian members.
So far there appears to be  little response from the 
NAWCC .  

URGENT
CHAPTER ELECTIONS
As indicated on page 2, it has become essen-
tial to hold elections for the Chapter Executive. 
Nominees are urgently required to fill the posi-
tions of Chapter President, Secretary and Vice 
President as these have, or are becoming, vacant. 
At the same time, all the other executive positions will be 
the subject of a vote by the members, and nominees for all 
positions are being accepted even if they are currently fi lled.
Dan Hudon has very kindly agreed to be Chairman of a 
Nomination Committee. He has already started work on 
this, and members are asked to contact Dan in this regard 
to submit ideas, to assist him as a nomination committee 
member, or if you are willing, to have your name sub-
mitted as a nominee for any of the executive positions.

Please contact Dan at 613-820-8039
Or email him at danhudon@sympatico.ca

THE CHAPTER NEEDS YOUR INVOLVEMENT.



Page 2 VOL. 26, No.3, May. 28, 2006

Assistance with Paint Restoration.
Iain MacDonald announces that would be very willing to offer advice to anyone requiring paint restoration ad-
vice or tips. Iain  has considerable experience in this subject and would be very willing to share his knowledge. 
If you require help with a paint restoration project  please contact Iain at 613-739-9112   

Chapter Web Site
Some discussion took place at the March meeting regarding the establishment of a Web Site for Chapter 111.
The cost of establishing and running such a site was discussed at some length, and there are several variables to 
be considered. It was stated that the cost could be as low as $10 per month, but this would probably necessitate 
tolerating some advertising on the site. It was suggested that some of the cost would possibly be defrayed by the 
fact that the Bytown Times would be available for reading on the site. This would eliminate the cost of mailing the 
news letter to some of the members who would prefer to access it on the web site instead of receiving it by mail. 
However, considerably more fi rm details are required before a decision can be made. One major requirement would be 
someone who would be prepared to set up, run and maintain such a site on an ongoing basis. Allan Sobieralski offered 
to look into the matter and get more details. He and Brian Hollebone will prepare a demonstration for the May meeting. 
A side issue to this discussion appeared to be that some members would perhaps prefer to have the By-
town Times sent to them via email now rather than by mail. Ben Roberts stated that this could be done 
now for those who would like it. They would simply have to let him know, and provide an email ad-
dress which would reasonably tolerate the time required to download a PDF of up to about 3 MB.
Discussion will be continued at the May meeting and ideas and suggestions from all members will be welcome.

Resignations of President and Secretary
Maynard Dokken and Ben Roberts were elected President and Secretary respectively on May 25, 1997, and are 
now entering their tenth year in those positions. This constitutes the longest time that anyone has held either of 
these positions since the Chapter was formed. They wish to make the following joint statement:

During the past nine years, we have worked closely together to try to ensure the ongoing success of the Chapter. 
We have attempted to achieve this mainly by concentrating on organizing things in such a way as to meet  the 
requirements, needs, and interests of as many members as possible with a minimum of formality. 
Such a strategy has perhaps not always made us open to new ideas and changes, and we may have perhaps 
sometimes been guilty of falling back on one of the old clock repair axioms “If its working; donʼt try to fi x it”. 
So perhaps the time has come to introduce some new and different ideas. 
Despite the loss of several long standing and founding members during our term in offi ce, total membership in 
the Chapter has increased to the current 78, and we feel that there are now suffi cient new and younger members 
in the Chapter to originate new ideas and successfully implement them. 
We have therefore reached the joint conclusion that nine years under our ʻregime  ̓is enough, and that these 
newer and younger members, with more energy and newer and fresher ideas, should now come forward and as-
sume leadership of the Chapter.

WE ARE THEREFORE JOINTLY ANNOUNCING THAT EFFECTIVE THE END OF SEPTEMBER 2006, 
WE ARE RESIGNING AS PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY RESPECTIVELY OF CHAPTER 111, AND WE 
HEREBY JOINTLY CALL ON THE CHAPTER 111 MEMBERS TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS ARE NEC-
ESSARY TO FILL THESE POSITIONS BY IMMEDIATELY FORMING A NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
TO SOLICIT NOMINEES FOR ELECTIONS TO BE HELD NO LATER THAN THE SEPTEMBER 2006 
MEETING.

Please see the announcement regarding the Nomination Committee 
under Dan Hudon on the front page.

CHAPTER NOTICES

Accomodation for Courses and Workshops
Dan Hudon is experiencing some difficulty with arranging to hold many of our courses and work-
shops at the Graham Park Community Centre. It seems that there are other demands on the ac-
commodation which make it difficult to arrange for its use, particularly on sequential weekends.
If Dan is to continue with the number of courses and workshops he is able to provide for 
our members, it  seems that we must attempt to find some other location at which to hold them.
Dan is actively investigating alternative accommodations, but if any of our members have any ideas on possible 
locations, please contact Dan as soon as possible. Bear in mind that we are looking for accommodation at a rea-
sonable cost, as naturally this will effect the cost to each participant.
Contact Dan at 613-820-8039, or email him at danhudon@sympatico.ca
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Seen at the Last Meeting

Ben Roberts gave a presentation on 
ʻSmiths Industries  ̓ of the UK. Starting 
with a brief history of the Company and 
its ancestry, he followed with details 
of its Clock and Watch Division which 
produced domestic clocks and watches 
from 1931 until the latter part of the 1970 s

The display of  Smiths clocks and watches brought in 
by members to accompany and illustrate Ben s̓ presentation

Left:  Bill  Pullen and 
Charles Beddoe shared 
the Treasurer s̓ chores.

G r a n t  P e r r y 
brought along this 
I t h i c a  C a l e n d e r 
Clock for display.

John Ruhland showed and talked about this, probably Scottish, Bracket Clock, 
complete with original brackets, which has a Quebec dealers name on the dial.

Georges Royer showed a miniature, 
time only Carriage Clock with its 
original case.
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Seen at the Last Meeting Cont.

Mel Nash showed and demonstrated a working vintage Vibrograph 
vacuum tube watch timer.

Allan Symons showed this cone-shaped, 
battery driven Digital Clock, used as 
an advertising medium by a British 
Columbia Company circa 1980-1990.

Dan Hudon discusses the lathe requirements 
for his Clock Re-pivoting course.

As the last item at the meeting, John Ruhland gave an 
excellent step-by-step demonstration of how to make 
tin-can weights for 30 hour clocks.


