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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Over 40 members and guests attended the November meeting of Chapter 111 at the Ottawa Citizen 
Building.  Wally Clemens opened the meeting with an overview of business items including the 
budget, the website and discussion of the print costs for the newsletter.  The members approved an 
honorarium for our Web Master and the purchase of a printer to produce the snail mail copies of the 
newsletter. The latter would save the chapter about $60 per issue. 
 

J. P. Tourigny made a presentation with slides about a recent trip to Merritt's Antiques in Reading, 
Pennsylvania.  He provided a brief history of  the company and showed pictures of the various build-
ings in their beautiful rural setting.  The main building is an old farm house which Robert Merritt pur-
chased in 1933, along with the farm.  His primary crop was potatoes.  Robert married Mary in 1946. 
To augment the family income, Mary sold antiques from their house.  Apparently, Robert suffered a 
setback one year from a spoiled shipment of potatoes, but realized that the profit from his wife’s 
business was more than his loss.  The proverbial light bulb went on and Robert decided to join his 
wife in the antique business.  J. P. pointed out that Merritt's has more than just clocks, watches, 
parts and tools.  They also have a broad range of non-horological antiques as well.   
 

For Show and Tell, Wally Clemens brought a Thomas Walker Harpoon Ships Log.  Made in the mid 
to late 19th century the device was used to measure speed and distance travelled in a boat. 
 

Allan Symons presented three music boxes manufactured by Harry Snider in the early 1950's. 
These were made and sold prior to Snider making and selling clocks. 
  
Maynard Dokken showed an old poster from the Stratford Mu-
seum which featured images of pocket watches.  He toured the 
museum and reported that there were few clocks and watches in 
their collection - it is a typical regional museum. 
 

Gary Fox presented a book titled Illustrated Studies in Horology.  
The book was dated 1904 and was published by  George Koe-
berle.  The book consists of 40 technical drawings of watch and 
clock parts.  The drawings were Koeberle's renditions of the tech-
nical drawing exercises from the Canadian Horological Institute. 

J. P. Tourigny talks about his recent visit to Merritt’s Antiques 

Next Meeting - Jan 22, 2012 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
+++++++ 

 

This is a very  
Special Meeting!!  

 
SEE PAGE 2  

For all the details! 

Tiger Woods is now an Ambassador for 
Rolex.  He represented Tag Huer until 
July last year. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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PHOTOS  FROM  J. P.’S PRESENTATION 

January 22, 2012 Meeting 

TWO EXCITING AGENDA ITEMS!TWO EXCITING AGENDA ITEMS!  
 

++++++++++ 

A WATCHMAN’S CLOCK 
This is not your ordinary Watchman’s Clock! 

It has an interesting history…... 
Special Guest Ottawa City Councillor  

Diane Holmes  
will be on hand to discuss the clock’s story. 
Maynard Dokken and Bill Pullen will assist. 

 

++++++++++ 

ANNUAL TRASH AND TREASURE AUCTION 
It’s that time again! 

Bring those unwanted items gathering dust  
in your closets and the basement.   

It’s time to give them a home where they are needed. 
As in the past, we will ask Maynard Dokken to act as  

Host and Auctioneer 
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PHOTOS FROM SHOW AND TELL AT THE NOVEMBER M EETING  

Allan Symons presented three Snider Music Boxes 

Wally Clemens and his Ships Log Maynard’s museum poster—retrieved from a dumpster dive 

Gary Fox presents George Koeberle’s book “Illustrated Studies in Horology 



 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE NOVEMBER M EETING  
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Between November 2002 and August 2003, a mystery 
event caused the Tower of London to lurch to the northwest 
with the clock dial moving about one eighth inch from verti-
cal.  Since then, the tilt has continued to increase by 0.9 mil-
limetres a year. The Tower is now leaning 43 centimetres 
from the vertical or about 0.26 degrees off.  By comparison, 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa leans by around 4 degrees.  At 
the current rate it would take the Tower of London 4000 
years to reach the angle of the Leaning Tower of Pisa.  
There is no immediate cause for alarm.  If it were to fall, it 
would land on MPs offices!                  The Daily Telegraph 
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This story had its beginning a few weeks ago, when I saw a 
pocket watch on eBay………..   
 

For those of you who don't know, I collect pocket watches and vin-
tage wrist watches that have something to do with Ottawa.  These 
include private label watches and watches with inscriptions related to 
people or events in this city.  Anyway, this watch had "Edelson's 
Special, Ottawa" on the dial, which is why it popped up in my eBay 
search.  I have several Edelson watches, so I wasn't inclined to bid 
on this one until I saw the engraving on the case:  "To Alex F. Milne 
by City Dairy Limited for resourcefulness and heroism extricat-
ing six sleeping children from burning house on his Milk Route 
August 25th 1929".  This watch grabbed me on every level!  Milne 
was a true Ottawa hero and I had to have his watch!  So I bid oodles 
of cash - far more than the watch was worth without the inscription. 
 

Before it arrived, I scrambled down to the Public Library to find the 
story of our hero and the big fire, but there was the rub.  First I 
searched for stories of the fire in the old Ottawa Journal and the Citi-
zen..  Both papers reported four fires on the night in question but 
none were of any significance.  The only residential fire was a simple 
chimney fire, quickly extinguished by the fire brigade.  What's going 
on here?  So, I went to the City Directory for 1929 and guess what?  
There was no City Dairy in Ottawa AND the only Alex Milne in our 
city worked for the Federal government.  He was definitely not a milk man.  This was puzzling indeed. 
 

Well, the watch arrived and I was quick to open the parcel.  As advertised by the eBay seller, the watch did 
"run" but, as it turns out, he was a wee bit short on specifics.  The darn thing ticked and the balance swung 
mightily, but the hands didn't move!  So late that night, I descended to my "man cave" and removed the 
movement from the case.  It was a seven jewel model from the Tacy Watch Company, made by Admiral.  
These were fairly common for the era.  In any event, I carefully loosened the screws holding the dial in place 
and pried the dial up.  I pried and pried and pried and nothing moved.  To make a long story short, the dial 
had been glued in place!  Worse, the centre wheel arbour which holds the hands, was snapped off at the 
plate, as was the pivot which would have held the seconds bit.  SHEEESH!!!  Well, I won't bore you with the 
details but I happened to have three parts-
movements of the same make and model and 
was able to replace the broken parts and get the 
hands moving once again.  I also replaced the 
dial since this was clearly not a watch sold in 
Ottawa. 
 

So who was Alex Milne and where was this fire?  
I won't go into the multiple visits to the National 
Library and the lengthy internet searches, but 
the story is still something of a mystery.  There 
was only one company with the name "City 
Dairy Limited" in Ontario that year (ignoring the 
many variations such as the City Dairy of Peter-
borough Ltd.).   
                                       Continued on page 6 

A HERO REMEMBERED (WELL.... ALMOST)  

Milne’s watch with the new (old) dial, hands, centre and fourth wheels. 
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Once again, my sincere thanks  to Ben Roberts, Charlie 
Beddoe, Wally Clemens, Allan Symons, and others for 
their input to this issue.   
 

This is your newsletter, so please feel free to send me 
stories and / or ideas for stories so that we can make 
this newsletter as interesting as it can be.  (I also take 

constructive criticism reasonably well!)                 GARY 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

This will be my sixth year as Chapter President. Dur-
ing this time, the chapter has rolled on like the well 
oiled machine it was when Maynard Dokken stepped 
down.  But in addition,  we developed a chapter web-
site and (perhaps explaining the great number of 
members attending meetings of late) we started a 
new tradition of serving coffee and cake to keep you 
awake during my droning over administrative items.  
 

I do want to step down at the end of this year and 
want each of you to consider throwing your name 
into the hat. Our bylaws, call for nominations at the 
2012 November meeting with elections at the 2013 
January meeting, thus allowing the new executive to 
take over at the March 2013 meeting. I have no in-
tention of leaving the chapter and, as Maynard has, I 
will be an active and available “immediate past presi-
dent”, ready to help where I can 
 

I look forward to this upcoming year and to seeing 

you all at the next meeting.              WALLY 

A HERO REMEMBERED (WELL.... ALMOST)      CONT’D 

City Dairy Ltd. was a well-established business in Toronto, and there was an Alex F. Milne working there.  
But here is the mystery - that Alex Milne was a "horse shoer and blacksmith" for the company (they delivered 
milk in horse drawn yellow painted carts.)   Would a "horse shoer" be delivering milk?  OK, it is possible— 
how many horses would need shoes on a daily basis? Maybe Alex earned a bit of money doing other things 
for the company. 
 

But what about the fire?  Again, I won't bore you with the details of the eye-bending microfilm searches for a 
blazing conflagration on that date, but I did find one that seemed to fit the bill.  It was reported in the Globe 
and Mail, The Toronto Star and the Oshawa Daily Times.  A family home was burned to the ground in the 
early morning of August 25, 1929, and a "passing motorist" reported the fire.  The family residing in the house 
were lucky to be roused from their slumbers as they were only able to get out with their lives.  They had no 
time to collect clothes or momentos.  Was this the fire?  It sounds like it, but maybe not.  The fire was in Co-
lumbus, Ontario, a spot on the map a few miles north of Oshawa.  That was pretty far (about 65 km) from To-
ronto where Milne lived and worked.  The "passing motorist" was not named in any of the accounts. Besides 
that, what would Milne be doing on a milk route that far from his home?  And why would a "horse shoer" be 
delivering milk at 2:30 in the morning when the fire was first reported? 
 

Well, eBay is an adventure.  I would like to find out if I have the right Milne and the right fire, but who knows.  
I will keep searching, but if you know anyone who would like a running watch whose hands move in a close 
approximation of good time keeping (it needs a good cleaning), I have one for sale at an egregious price!

             GARY 

DAN’S SUGGESTED READING 

October 2011 
 

Clocks Magazine:  
 The USB microscope. This is a must have tool. It 

is portable and can easily be used in the work-
shop. 

 The striking features of the Comtoise clock 
 Making a small boring tool for clock work 
 Splicing rope 
 

Model Engineers' Workshop:: 
 Using the USB microscope. 
 

November 2011 
 

Clocks Magazine:  
 Repairing a cracked mainspring barrel 

The Ottawa Valley Chapter 111 of the National Association of 
Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC), is a club for collectors, 
restorers and researchers interested in antique clocks and 
watches.  Check out the NAWCC website at www.NAWCC.org 

and our chapter website at www.ottawaclocksandwatches.ca. 

http://www.NAWCC.org
http://www.ottawaclocksandwatches.ca

