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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Next Meeting - March 25, 2012 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
+++++++ 

Allan Symons will present….. 
 

A UNIQUE 1820s CANADIAN-
MADE, WOOD MOVEMENT 
GRANDFATHER CLOCK. 

Plus 

Show and Tell 

Over 55 members arrived at the Ottawa Citizen Building on 
January 22, 2012 for the first meeting of the calendar year. 
 
UNUSUAL WATCHMAN’S CLOCK 

The main program event was a presentation by Maynard 
Dokken, Bill Pullen and Ottawa City Councillor, Diane 
Holmes, of an unusual night watchman’s clock owned by 
Councillor Holmes.  Purchased at auction  for £26 in 1964, 
the clock was described in the auction catalogue as “A most 
interesting Watchman’s clock from the Houses of Parliament 
(of Britain) in a Grandfather Case”.  Made by Dutton (possibly 

Mathew or Robert, both of 
Fleet Street), the dial of 
the clock rotates with a 
fixed pointer on the case 
at the normal 12:00 
o’clock position showing 
the time.  The watchman 
on his rounds would acti-
vate a lever on the side of 
the clock which would de-
press a pin on the rotating 
dial.  In the morning, the 
watch supervisor could 
unlock the case and view 
the dial and the pins. Each 
pin corresponded to a 
point in time on the clock 
dial.  In this manner, the 
depressed pins would 
show the supervisor how 
many times the watchman 
had done his rounds and 
when he had been by that 
particular clock.  It isn’t 
known how many clocks 

were in use at the Houses of Parliament or whether similar 
devices were used in the Canadian Houses of Parliament be-
fore they burned down in 1916. 
 

Diane Holmes told how she acquired the clock and the issues 
encountered having it shipped to Canada.  She also spoke of 
the repairs made to it since its arrival.  When the clock 
needed servicing recently, she contacted club members May-
nard Dokken and Bill Pullen for help. Maynard researched the 
clock and, in his presentation, told members that these types 
of clocks were made as early as the mid eighteenth century 
and on into the nineteenth century.                            (Cont’d P. 2) 

Bill Pullen and Diane Holmes standing be-
side the Dutton Night Watchman’s Clock 

Movement from the Dutton Watchman’s Clock 
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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

It is with sadness that we note the 
passing of long time member Russell 
Needham on February 1, 2012. 
 

Russell was a fixture at all our club 
meetings.  He was an avid and tena-
cious collector of clocks and watches.  
Even a major home fire which wiped 
out his entire collection didn’t stop 
him.  In short order, he built  a won-
derful second collection.  He was par-
ticularly drawn to mirror side clocks 

and complicated pocket watches. 
 

Russell’s family have been as much a part of our chapter as 
he.   His wife Bev was regularly at our club picnics preparing 
and serving the food, while his oldest daughter, Tammy, 
brought him to many of our meetings.  Russell was a gentle-
man and a gentle man.  We were privileged to know him 
and will miss his cheery smile.  Rest in peace, Russell! 

Russell Needham (1919-2012) 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
He noted that dating the clock was difficult as there were many Dutton 
clockmakers and he was only able to narrow it down to the two makers 
noted above.  Bill Pullen described the movement and how it operated.  
He noted that the clock was not fool proof and a smart watchman could 
work his way past the case lock and set the pins to whatever schedule he 
felt would pass inspection the next day!  
  
The clock was repaired by Bill and returned to its home where it is keeping 
time once more. 
 
ANNUAL TRASH AND TREASURE AUCTION 

Following the presentation, the chapter held its Annual Trash and Treas-
ure Auction.  Maynard Dokken was our Auctioneer ably assisted by too 
many assistants to name.  Bidding was lively and, at times so competitive, 
that more members than auction helpers crowded around the items being 
sold. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

Due to the two major program items, the business update was cut short.  Nevertheless, Ray Springer pro-
vided the club members with a financial update.  The club is in very good financial position—the club has 
money in the bank and no debt.  Ray provided details on the revenues and expenses.  The budget for the 
coming year predicts continuing profitability. 

This is the pin wheel attached to the 
dial of the watchman’s clock. By acti-
vating a lever, the watchman would 

depress a pin which would correspond 
to the time he made his rounds by that 

clock. 
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PHOTOS FROM  THE JANUARY M EETING  

From the left, Diane Holmes explains how she came to own the Dutton watchman’s clock; Maynard Dokken describes the difficulty in 
deciding which Dutton may have made the clock; while Bill Pullen explains how the clock operated 

Maynard calls for bids on a reverso staking 
tool, ably held by President Wally Clemens 

What did we just auction off?  Who bought it?  What did it go for?  Confusion reigned…. 
But only briefly 

Auction Fever sees the crowd rush the table for a box lot of tools…  Some excellent clocks were  
available too. 



 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
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There were lots of folks at the meeting and lots of interesting discussions 
 
Below are some of the items for sale and auction. 

PHOTOS FROM THE JANUARY  M EETING  

 
Let’s give a big 

Chapter 111 
“Welcome” to 
the newest 

members of the 
Ottawa Valley 
Clock Club: 

Diane Holmes, 
Jayson Dinelle, 

Nick Sidor,  
Michael Wager 
and Vic Davies    
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At the November meeting, I presented eight choices for one or two day workshops and I 
indicated that the five most requested would be included in this year’s curriculum.  I am 
also expecting a minimum of five participants per workshop.  Although some members 
signed up for all workshops (which is great), there was definitely a member preference and 
only these will be offered this year.  Those workshops are as follows: 
1) A day of small repairs 
2) Repairing bent arbors and pivots 
3) Setting up the chime and strike in modern clocks 
4) Replacing the pins in pinwheels 
5) Maintaining the watchmaker’s lathe and cutting tools (Daniel Burgoyne—instructor) 
All workshops will be one day each.  Members who have not yet signed up for these par-
ticular workshops are invited to do so while there are still spaces available.  Members may 
register by e-mail.  Participants are responsible for bringing tools and supplies.  I will be 
updating the course descriptions to expand on the tools and supplies needed. 
                        Dan Hudon 

CLOCK REPAIR WORKSHOPS 

ASHKAN IN THE NEWS 

Our own Ashkan Zandi was featured in the Ottawa 
Citizen on February 12, 2012.  Bruce Deachman was 
doing a follow-up story on Ashkan after the disas-
trous fire which destroyed his shop along with a num-
ber of other businesses last year.  Ashkan has a 
much larger and brighter location just off St Laurent 
Blvd.  Drop in and see his new digs and his stock of 
watches and jewellery.   

THANKS, GEORGE 

Chapter Vice President, Georges 
Royer  has been a dedicated 
member of the chapter for many 
years.  What many may not know 
is that he has been quietly sup-
porting the chapter financially.  At 
our January Annual Trash and 
Treasure Auction,  auction, Geor-
ges provided numerous items for 
sale and donated the proceeds to 
the chapter.  The total realized 
from the sale was $605!  Thanks 
Georges! 

FOR SALE!!! 

This single weight Vienna Regulator 
is quite unique. It is very small—just  
31 inches tall and 9.5 inches at its 
widest (about 7 inches across the 
door).  It runs for just over two days.  
Could it be a salesman’s sample?   
 

There are no identifying marks to indi-
cate the maker, but it is well made 
with solid brass plates.  It is in run-
ning condition but could probably do 
with a cleaning.   
 

It will be available for sale at the 
March meeting.                 Gary Fox 
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I always sign off by thanking those folks who provided 
input to this newsletter.  I am really pleased that more 
and more people are contributing and promising to 
bring me stories.  This is your newsletter after all!  If 
you don’t think you can write well enough, or don’t 
have the time, tell me your story and I can write it for 
you!  So, again… Thanks to Charlie Beddoe, Ben 
Roberts, Wally Clemens, Allan Symons, Hilaire 
Lemoine and Maynard Dokken.  Without you, this 
would be a lot of empty pages.                     Gary Fox 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

We need more of you to get involved with the work-
ings of our chapter. The old saying that "many hands 
make light work" is true. That so few of you are get-
ting involved, translates to more work for those who 
do, and that leads to burn out. Please consider join-
ing us to maintain and grow the benefits your Chap-
ter can offer you. Talk to me at this upcoming meet-
ing or give me a call if you can volunteer. You might 
be surprised, that a a few minutes here and their can 
make such a big impact on the workings of your 
chapter.  
 
  

A big thank you to Georges Royer for the horological 
items he donated to the Chapter through our auction.                      
     Wally Clemens 

No, this isn’t an obscene website!  Honest! 

It is an actual running clock made with animated car-
toon figures.  Click anywhere on the clock and it goes 
from analog to digital. 

http://lovedbdb.com/nudemenClock/index2.html 

NUDE MAN’S CLOCK 

TORONTO REGIONAL MEETING 

It’s that time again.  The Toronto Regional meeting 

will be held Sunday May 6 at the Travelodge Air-

port Hotel off Dixon Road which is an easy exit from 
the 401. 
 

I attended last year and had a great time.  There were 
some exceptional bargains at the Mart and the main 
presentation was  excellent.  This year’s show prom-
ises to be just as good and I know I will be there. 
 

I have attached the program and registration form to 
this newsletter.   
 

If you can be there on the Saturday, why not join eve-
rybody for the planned dinner.  I attended last year 
and it was a great opportunity to make new friends—
they didn’t even bite! 
 

Don’t miss it!             Gary Fox 

MISSED AT THE LAST MEETING 

SHARON BOYER RETIRES 

It is with regret that Sharon has had to withdraw from 
her position with the Program Committee.  Sharon 
has been battling health issues and feels it is best to 
allow someone else to take over her responsibilities.  
Sharon will still be a familiar face at the meetings, so 
we won’t let her get away!  Thanks for your service, 
Sharon! 

Allan Symons brought a new 
acquisition by the Canadian 
Clock Museum to the last 
meeting.  It was a Baird Ad-
vertising Clock made in Ed-
ward Baird’s Montreal factory 
in 1889 and sold back then 
in the village of Embro, On-
tario, south of Stratford.   
 

Baird clocks used Seth Tho-
mas time-only movements.  
The dial and label note that 
he had offices in Montreal 
and New York, although the 
latter was apparently just a sales office.  Located be-
low the label is a business card for J. McClelland and 
Son, a watch and jewellery shop in Embro in the 
1800s. 
 

The original advertising words, including Spanish 
Blacking, was removed at a later date from the 
papier mache doors.  The lower glass is old but not 
original.  The clock most likely hung initially in a local 

general store, it was 
later used in the Embro 
bus station for several 
decades in the 20th 
century.  Allan plans to 
do more research in 
Embro in the spring. 

http://lovedbdb.com/nudemenClock/index2.html


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WATCH AND CLOCK COLLECTORS 
 CHAPTER #33, TORONTO 

 
TORONTO INVITATIONAL   

CHAPTERS 33, 92, 111, 132, 192 
 

MAY 6st, 2012 
 

PROGRAM 
 
ATTENDEES  All NAWCC members, their spouses and guests are welcome. 
   You will be requested to show your NAWCC membership card. 
   Admission is $ 10.00 per person pre-registered, $ 12.00 at the door. 
 
LOCATION              TRAVELODGE AIRPORT HOTEL, 925 Dixon Rd.,Etobicoke, ON 
                                    416-674-2222 
  The hotel has given us a special room rate of $79 for those attending the 

invitational; as well there is free parking.  1-888-483-5887 

                                    (this rate is available at any time, just mention clock club meetings) 

 Be sure to mention that you are attending the event. 

                                     Email   reservations@travelodgedixon.com 
 
SEMINARS   Seminar room (basement level) ---  10.30 AM to 12.00 noon 
   Nick Turnbull – Master of Ceremonies. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Jim Coulson from Tennessee who is well known 
to NAWCC members as an aficionado of Tower Clocks.  His topic will be 
"the clock of Salisbury Cathedral in England".  This clock is purported to 
be the oldest surviving timepiece in the Western world.  Jim will discuss 
its construction and historical significance with an illustrated talk .  
 

DISPLAY  .          As this clock predates the pendulum our display will involve Verge and                 
                                     Foliot timepieces.  
 
MART Main meeting room (off rear entrance)    

      Dealer set-up   7:30 am 
 (Dealers please no dealing before Mart opens) 
 Mart opens      8:00 am 
 
MINI MART There will be a mini mart, maximum 3 items, $3 each registration  
 
 
MART TABLES Available to NAWCC members only. Only horological items. 
 50 tables available – limit of 3 tables per vendor. 
 Cost $15.00 per table – BOOK EARLY !!!!! 



Directions to  925 Dixon  Rd., 
 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ #_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _#  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
RESERVATION FORM     MAIL TO 
Make cheques payable to NAWCC chap #33                          Ben Orszulak 
                                                         88 Dorchester Dr., 
Save $ 2.00 on admission, pre-register                                    Grimsby, ON      L3M 1A8 
($10.00 pre-reg. $12.00 at the door)                                         905-309-3255 
 
GENERAL ADMISSION   NUMBER   TOTAL 
 
Pre-registration $10.00 (members, spouses, guests)              ___________   ________________ 
 
Mart tables at $ 15.00                                                             ___________                                         ________________ 
 
Total enclosed                       ________________ 
 
YOUR NAME____________________________________________PHONE #  ______________________________ 
 
SPOUSE AND GUESTS___________________________________________NAWCC #_____________________ 
 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO ATTEND THE SATURDAY EVENING DINNER     YES      NO     how many  _______              
(details in the Tick Talk) 
 


