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JUNE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

The next meeting will be held  
 

September 23, 2012 
At the 

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

+++++++ 
 

Bryan Hollebone  
will speak about…. 

“The Beginning of the  
Long Dash” 

By Malcolm Thomson 
 

Plus, as always, there will be a.... 
Show and Tell 

 

Over 35 members attended the chapter meeting on Sunday 
June 3, 2012 at the Ottawa Citizen building. Due to an event 
that was happening on the same day, we were asked to use 
the cafeteria, which turned out to be a great venue—very 
bright and conducive to our needs. 
 
The meeting was kicked off by Wally Clemens who discussed 
changes to the by-laws as they relate to the election of offi-
cers.  The changes were minor, formalizing the holding of the 
elections every two years at the November meeting.  The new 
officers will assume their roles effective January the following 
year—to coincide with the beginning of the new fiscal year. 
 
Ray Springer then made a formal presentation of the club fi-
nances.  According to Ray, we are in great shape. 
 
Gary Fox launched his new book "Canada's Master Watch-
maker, Henry Playtner and the Canadian Horological Institute" 
at this meeting.  He gave a presentation that described how 
he got hooked on the subject, and he gave some "teasing tid-
bits" about Playtner's biography and the history of the school.  
He including some curious facts that he discovered while re-
searching, such as the story of a student who missed his boat 
when travelling from England - the boat was the Titanic! 
 
Gary spoke of the help he received on the journey to produce 
the book, including encouragement and support from past 
NAWCC Director, Jane Varkaris and current NAWCC Librar-
ian Nancy Dyer.  Descendants of Playtner's siblings as well as 
descendants of the students who attended the school were 
most helpful. 
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Ray Springer reviews the chapter financials 

Gary Fox presents the Canadian Horological Institute 
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Officers & Contacts 

 

President & Librarian:  
 Wally Clemens    wallysc@gmail.com 
 (613)  832-3085 
 

Vice President:  
 Georges Royer    groyer@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer:  
 Ray Springer  celineandray@bell.net 
 

Secretary &  Bytown Times Editor:  
 Gary Fox         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Program & Social Committee:  
 Erin Fox           erinfoxnawcc111@gmail.com  
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:  
 Dan Hudon      danhudon@sympatico.ca 
 

Membership Chair:  
 Veronica West 
 

Auditor:  
 Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:  
 Maynard Dokken 

JUNE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Sadly, an old friend and past member 
of the chapter, Adam Bardach died at 
home on May 15th, 2012 at the age 
of 88. In addition to his passion for 
clocks, Adam was a decorated WWII 
Polish Calvary veteran, VP Emeritus 
of Teleglobe and avid sailor.  
 
Adam collected a broad cross section 
of clocks including American wall and 
mantle clocks, French clocks includ-

ing Morbiers, and a couple Black Forest Wag-on-the-walls, includ-
ing a postman’s alarm example. He even had a Pequegnat mantle 
clock.  But his pride and joy was a Black Forest wood frame clock 
which featured a cast iron dial!  The name M. Lilpop, Warzawie 
was cast into the dial.  Jordan Renaud had to beef up the beech 
wood frame of the clock since the weight of the cast iron dial 
stressed and stopped the movement.  Jordan thinks that Adam 
was either related to the clockmaker’s family or knew them as a 
child.   
 
Adam always had a cheerful smile and will be missed. 

  
Gary went on to describe some of the issues he encountered when taking the story to print.  Most publishers 
are not accepting new manuscripts and so it was necessary to pay for printing the book himself.  Gary identi-
fied the major contributors to the cost of self-publishing and explained why he made the choices that he did.      
 
Maynard Dokken and John Rhuland took a moment to speak about a past member of the chapter, John 
Plewes, who passed away recently.  John was not just good at restoring clocks, he was an engineer, a tal-
ented artist and the author of one of the best books on clock repair.  He was quick to help with advice on diffi-
cult repairs.  He will be sorely missed by his family and friends in the chapter.  

Adam Bardach 

John Ruhland and Maynard Dokken spoke about John Plewes and his many talents— among others… author and artist 
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JUNE MEETING — PHOTOS   



 

 

ANNUAL CHAPTER PICNIC 
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Once again, the Dokken family hosted the annual chapter picnic at their cottage on Mississippi Lake.  Over 
50 members and their spouses (partners, dates, etc) attended this great event and relaxed by the lake, with 
cool breezes countering the blazing sunshine.  The mart tables were loaded with box lots of alarm and nov-
elty clocks, parts, books and more.  As in past years, the food was excellent, with the Barbeque being ably 
managed by Judy Graham, Karen Dokken, and the Needham girls, Bev, Tammy and Lynn. 
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NAWCC NATIONAL CONVENTION 

I was fortunate to be able to attend the National Convention of the NAWCC in Pasadena, California in June 
this year.  For those of us who enjoy endless numbers of mart tables overflowing with clocks, watches, tools, 
supplies and ephemera related to our hobby, this was a real treat.  I believe that there were over 200 mart 
tables and the contents ranged from the mundane to the absolutely fabulous.  As a neophyte watch repairer 
who is losing the clarity of eyesight, I was particularly fascinated by a Digital Microscope by Dino-Lite 
(www.bigc.com) that, when hooked up to a computer with a quality monitor, can provide High Def moving im-
ages of tiny watch movements.  It can blow up the image of the tiniest part (eg. a jewel) to fill the whole 
screen.  Depending on the software purchased with the camera you can calibrate the camera to measure the 
size of the parts.  There are a variety of models and options to choose from with prices commensurate to the 
model and options selected.  The price ranged from $99  to $650.  Unfortunately, I could not justify the pur-
chase of the one I wanted—it was too expensive, but next year…..! 
 
The mart was exciting, but the auction was a bust.  Only 41 items were put in the sale and most were priced 
well outside the market and returned to the seller. 
 
While at the show, I met David Ornelas from the Toronto Chapter #33.  Last year. David and Ben Orszulak 
won first place in the craft competition for a tower clock movement that they had made.  This year, they again 
won first place for the a dial mechanism that connected to the same tower clock and showed the time on four  
dials.  It was a fascinating bit of engineering.  Congratulations, Ben and David.                                       Gary 

David Ornelas with the 
prize winning dial mecha-
nism made by he and Ben 
Orszulak. 

http://www.bigc.com
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

The September meeting is always special in that it is 
our first meeting since the beginning of summer - al-
most four months since our last get together in early 
June.  
 

Don't forget to bring those treasurers or horological 
stories picked up during the summer months for 
Show & Tell.  
 

Please consider standing for an Executive or Officer 
position in the upcoming November Election. I look 
forward to seeing and hearing of your adventures at 
the meeting.                                                      Wally 

Once again, many thanks to all those who have con-
tributed to this issue.  Charlie Beddoe, Ben Roberts, 
Erin Fox, Dan Hudon, and Wally Clemens.   
 

Check out the NAWCC review of my Playtner book! 
http://mb.nawcc.org/showthread.php?91696-REVIEW-Fox-
(2012)-Henry-Playtner-and-the-Canadian-Horological-
Institute                                                                            Gary                                                     

DAN’S SUGGESTED READING NEW MEMBERS 

At our next meeting, say hello and chat with our new-
est members, Laurie Kolk, John Johns and  
Geoffrey Farmer.  Welcome to the Ottawa Valley 
Chapter 111! 

Watch and Clock Bulletin 
July-August 2012 
 Vienna regulator three weight striking assembly 
 

Clocks Magazine 
June 2012:    
 Restoring a verge escapement 
 

July 2012:     
 Repairing a broken mainspring in  a French clock 

with detached barrel 
 Repairing a verge escapement bracket clock—Pt 2 
 

Horological Times 
May 2012 
 Making a winding pinion and clutch for a repeater—

Part 1 
 Making fly cutters—Part 1 
 Preparing and using a burnisher—Part 1 
 

June 2012 
 Preparing and using a burnisher—Part 2 
 How to order hands from watch material distributors 
 

July 2012 
 Check out what is new in tools and supplies 
 Preparing and using a burnisher—Part 3 
 Make a winding pinion & clutch for a repeater—Pt 2 
 Making fly cutters—Part 2 

COMING EVENTS 

Check your calendar for these exciting events: 
 

Dan Hudon’s Fall Course - September 15, 2012 
REMINDER!  If you signed up for Dan Hudon’s fall 
workshop, your first meeting is at 9:00 AM on the fif-
teenth.  Please bring the tools and supplies as out-
lined by Dan.  If you need an update, contact him at  
DanHudon@sympatico.ca  
 

Clocks For Sale  - September 23, 2012 
REMINDER!  Grant Perry will be bringing 35-40 
clocks to the next meeting for sale.  They belong to a 
neighbour.  Grant says that they will be priced com-
petitively as the neighbour would like to sell them all. 
 

Montreal Regional—October 14, 2012 
11th Annual Eastern Canadian Horological Show &  
Mart.  This is the annual meeting of the Montreal 
chapter of the NAWCC with all chapters invited to 
attend and perhaps rent a mart table.  From past per-
sonal experience, the mart tables are usually bursting 
with goodies.  The registration form is attached with 
directions to the show. 

STAN ZYLSKI 

Long time chapter 33 member Stan Zylski died August 18, 
2012.  He was active in the chapter and always in the mar-
ket for quality timepieces.  I bought a number of items 
from him that did not fit his collection.  He will be missed 
by his friends and fellow chapter members.                Gary 
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