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SEPTEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Our next meeting:  
November 23, 2014 at 1:00 PM  

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

************* 

Building a Howard Tower Clock 
Ben Orszulak 

 

************ 

Show and Tell  
Will feature items starting with the 

letters V, W, X, Y and Z 

 

Over 40 members attended the September meeting of the Ot-
tawa Valley Chapter. 
 

We had a special guest visit us - Mr. Gregor Moczko, a retired 
master watchmaker with over sixty years in the business and 
a past member of the NAWCC.  Mr. Moczko brought in many 
of his tools and parts to donate and sell to any member who 
might be able to use them.  A very capable repairer, he 
brought along a poising tool that he made for himself.  The 
club presented him with a copy of Gary Fox's book on Henry 
Playtner and the Canadian Horological Institute as a token of 
the members' appreciation for his consideration.  
 

Main Presentation 
Dan Hudon gave the keynote presentation on tools and tech-
niques for the use of a watchmaker’s lathe for clock repair.  He 
showed specialized tools he has created to perform many 
common tasks.  Of particular interest was the way he has 
been able to turn a clock wheel where the wheel was too close 
to the pivot to give a collet an adequate grip.  He essentially 
turns the wheel on centres and used a custom faceplate with a 
pin that engages a spoke of the wheel.  Dan's talk resulted in 
an engaging Q and A session.   
 

Phoenix Project 
Ray Springer gave an update on the progress of the Phoenix 
Project—to create a complete Twiss clock from available  
parts.  The time side of the movement has been repaired and 
the clock runs.  Jordan Renaud displayed the hood which he 
is making for the clock.                                           Cont’d P. 2 

Diane Cox with her father Gregor Moczko.  Gregor is a retired master 
watchmaker who brought a collection of tools, parts and clocks to the  

meeting for the benefit of members  

The Poising tool made by Gregor Moczko.   

The Phoenix 
Project 

 

She works!  
Well the 
time side 
does…. 

   

Note the 
beautiful dial 
painted by 

Ray 
Springer’s 

sister.   
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SEPTEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Show and Tell 
For Show and Tell, Brian MacDonald brought a beautiful Seth Thomas 18 size Model 5 pocket watch.  Brian 
believes that the watch, which has a dial with the hours 13 to 24 marked, could have been used on the Grand 
Trunk Railway. 
 
Allan Symons gave a talk on recent acquisitions at his Canada Clock Museum.  He brought along and circu-
lated a copy of the Canadian Pacific Railway's "Uniform Code of Operating Rules".  He referred specifically to 
the rules for watches used by employees on the job.  Another book documented the operating rules for ten 
different railways operating in Canada. 

Jan Selles presented an M. Tobias watch movement. The model 
dates to some time pre-1850 and features the Massey III Escape-
ment and a diamond end stone on the balance cock. 

President :      

Daniel Burgoyne  burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca  
 

Vice President:     

Don Purchase   donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer:      

Ray Springer    celineandray@bell.net 
 

Secretary &  Bytown Times Editor:   

Gary Fox           chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca  

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Auditor:      

Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:    

Wally Clemens  wallysc@gmail.com 
 

Program      

Don Purchase   donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   

Dan Hudon        danhudon@sympatico.ca 

Brian MacDonald’s Seth Thomas pocket watch  Allan Symons Copy of CPR’s Operating Rules 

Jordan Renaud’s Twiss Clock hood under con-
struction with the original hood as a model 

 
 
 
 

Jan Selles’ 
Tobias watch 

movement, circa 
1850 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 
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HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S 

Using a Jewelers’ Saw 
 

A jeweler’s saw consists of a frame which holds blades of various sizes ranging from 
8/0 (thinnest) to 14.  The most practical blades for sawing shapes are the 3/0 and 4/0 
blades because these thin blades make it easier to change the direction of the frame 
while sawing such as when cutting slots in tooth replacement or even cutting a square.  
Figure 1 shows standard jewelers’ saws. 
 

The saw frame on the left is adjustable for length 
by a thumb screw on the top of the bar over the 
blade.  Both ends of a blade must completely en-
ter the frame clamps for proper length.  Com-
press   the frame between your hip and the work 
bench then tighten the lower thumb screws 

thereby creating tension and making the blade tight in the frame. 
 

Blades are sold one dozen per bundle or by the gross.  Blades are inserted in the saw with the teeth pointing 
toward the handle.  A cut is made when the saw is pulled which is opposite of the hacksaw where the teeth 
point away from the handle and the saw is pushed to make a cut.  Once the saw is started, sawing should be 
done in long strokes, utilizing as nearly as possible the full length of teeth on the blade.  In starting a cut with 
a jewelers’ saw, a fingernail makes a good guide to get the cut started in the correct place. 
 

A bench pin with a V cut into it is useful for holding work when sawing 
 

Holding the saw at about a 30 degree angle makes it eas-
ier to saw a straight line.  It also helps when the bench pin 
can be slightly angled (Figure 2). 
 

Placing the bench pin in a horizontal position and holding 
the saw in a vertical position facilitates sawing curves and 
circles (Figure 3). 
 

In the above examples, the pulling is in the direction of the 
handle. 
 

When sawing from within a piece and not starting from the 
outside edge, a hole can be drilled on the line, one end of 

the blade detached from the frame, put through the hole and reattached.  The piece is 
sawed to the desired shape.  When finished, remove the blade as before. 
 

Sawing with thin blades is usually done in soft metal such as 
brass.  These blades are hard enough to cut steel but when 
working in steel, the blades become dull more quickly and are 
easier to break.  It is more difficult to follow a line when using a 
dull blade. 
 

Saw breakage can occur if the blade gets tight as a result of 
friction therefore some form of lubrication such as wax is useful. 
The newer fret saws on the market which have easy blade re-
placement systems also require the operator to apply the same 
techniques and skill.  Figure 4 shows a 5 inch model. 
 

In summary, sawing is a basic requirement in clock and watch 
repair and using a jeweler’s saw is a skill that can only be developed by practice.                          Dan Hudon 

Figure 1—Two styles of Jeweler’s saws 

 

Figure 2 
Kevin West demonstrates cutting 

in a straight line 
Figure 3 

Kevin demonstrates cutting a 
curve 

Figure 4 
A fret saw with an easy blade replacement system 
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CANADIAN CLOCK MUSEUM 
 

At the Editor’s suggestion, for the benefit of both recent and long time members of Chapter 111, I am provid-
ing some background information about this unique museum that is focused on two centuries of Canadian 
clocks. 
 

Why Deep River?  I came to this town back in the fall of 1972 to work as a scientist at the nearby AECL re-
search facility on the Ottawa River near Chalk River.  My interest in mechanical items somehow led to my 
acquiring a few old clocks in the 1980s.  Soon I began to concentrate on Canadian-made examples, and the 
collection grew steadily.  Friends recall my talking twenty-five years ago about setting up a museum.  That is 
what happened after I retired in the fall of 1999. 
 

The Legal Museum.  The Canadian Clock Museum was 
set up through Industry Canada with Letters Patent dated 
December 20, 1999.  So it is a not-for-profit Canadian cor-
poration and is also a registered charity through Revenue 
Canada. 
 

The Building.  The museum is located in the old Calvary 
Pentecostal Church on James Street in the west end of 
Deep River.  The original pastor was David Mainse, who 
later created the religious television program 100 Huntley 
Street based in Burlington, Ontario.  The cornerstone date 
is 1962.   
 

The congregation sold the building in early 2000 and renovations began when the museum took possession 
on March 1 of that year.  An Ontario Trillium Foundation grant permitted the installation of new windows plus 
the addition of air conditioning and a high quality security system.  I created the interior design on a simple 
computer program.  A local company was then hired to replace the stairs and build the partitions. 
 

The Canadian Collection.  Approximately twenty-five percent of the museum’s collection is on display.  The 
rest is stored in the two bedrooms of the original apartment downstairs and in the church=museum Program 
Room.  The holdings include large numbers of Pequegnat (Berlin/Kitchener) mantel, wall, and hall clocks, 
more than two hundred Snider (Toronto) wall and mantel clocks, and several hundred Westclox alarm and 
wall clocks.  There are very few watches apart from the Westclox pocket watches made in Peterborough.   
 

The Exhibits.  The size of the Exhibit Room upstairs is just thirty by forty feet, but it is crammed with hun-
dreds of clocks!  There are large displays of alarm and wall clocks made by Westclox.  Many examples of 
Pequegnat mantel, wall, and hall clocks are located in the Pequegnat Room and on the walls of the mu-
seum’s small library of almost five hundred reference books.  The entrance walls are covered to the ceiling 
with Westclox starburst clocks and dozens of starburst and other styles of clocks made by Harry Snider’s two 
companies in Toronto. 
 

There are many mantel clocks from the 19th century plus an 1820s Twiss brothers (Montreal, Lower Canada) 
painted pine case, wood movement floor clock.  Visitors can see representative examples of 100% Canadian 
clocks made in Whitby and then Hamilton between 1872 and 1884.  Several fixed and portable sundials per-
form well outside on sunny days. 
 

Other Artifacts.  During the past few years many mostly Canadian-made, non-clock “period” items have 
been added to emphasize the historical impact for visitors.  These include several working old record players  

   Cont’d P. 2 
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

for 78s and vinyl, and also Edison cylinders and thick flat records.  A recent addition is a 1926 Victor Cre-
denza floor model with electric motor but no electronics and unbelievable sound from 78s records.  There is a 
large wall map of the Province of Canada dated 1853.  And a 1914 wall crank telephone in the Pequegnat 
Room.  These and other items generate many memories for museum visitors. 
 

Research.  Several articles have been written for the NAWCC Bulletin on subjects not yet covered in Cana-
dian books.  The Snider clocks story was published in 2010.   More recently, research was carried out for arti-
cles about Walter Clocks mantel clocks (Toronto, 1930s-1950s, in press late 2014) and Girotti wall clocks (St. 
Catharines, 1960s-1970s, submitted late 2014).  The story about the museum’s very rare, 1820s wood move-
ment hall clock from Lower Canada is in draft. 
 

Visitor Tours.  The nominal admission fee, unchanged since the museum opened, includes a guided tour of 
the exhibits.  Most visitors take the tour that typically lasts at least one hour and often longer.  Two hours is 
not uncommon! 
 

Visitor Numbers.  Attendance since the May 2000 opening reached the 10,000 mark in July 2013 and con-
tinues to grow.  These visitors have included thousands of travelers driving on nearby trans-Canada Highway 
17 who saw the official blue/white Ontario TODS signs and decided to come in.  Local residents often bring in 
friends and relatives.  But many have arranged formal times:  day care kids, local school classes, seniors 
groups, Red Hat ladies, both developmentally handicapped children and adults, and local business events.  
There was even one formal Ottawa tour company with two large buses taking one hundred people on a two-
day “mystery” tour. 
 

Online Visitors.  This is the real surprise for me.  In just the last five years there have been more than half a 
million visits to the museum’s web site at www.canclockmuseum.ca.  A key result is the large number of re-
quests received by e-mail (and even some by telephone).  Most are from people of all ages who have inher-
ited or found a Canadian clock and are looking for information such age, value, and restoration options. 
 

Chapter Meetings.  Chapter 111 has held several meetings here, which is a two-hour drive from Ottawa.  
The first was in late May of 2000 just before the museum opened to the public.  One later meeting included, 
by coincidence, members from some Australian NAWCC Chapters who were travelling across North America 
by bus to see horological sites.                                                                                      Allan Symons, Curator 

The Canadian Clock Museum 

PHOENIX PROJECT UPDATE 

While Jordan Renaud is working on making a new hood for the 
Twiss clock, Ray Springer has cleaned the base.  
  
Check out how the cleaning has brightened and sharpened the 
colours of the faux finish.  The picture on the left shows the body 
as found and displayed at the September 2013 meeting, while the 
two pictures on the right show the results of Ray’s efforts.   
 

Ray used a cleaning compound from Gilhooley’s.  He explained 
that you mix equal parts of methyl alcohol, turpentine, and raw 
linseed oil (with a bit of malt vinegar if you have it) in a jar with a 
tight fitting screw cap.  You shake the jar vigorously and then ap-
ply the mixture with fine steel wool (0000) and use a cloth to wipe 
away the years of grease and grime. 

Before After 
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The Right Honourable Sir John A. MacDonald, Canada’s 
first Prime Minister and one of the Fathers of Confedera-
tion, was a very busy man during his nearly fifty year politi-
cal career. His family lived in Kingston, but with the deci-
sion by Queen Victoria to choose Ottawa as the capital of 
Canada, Sir John A. eventually moved here.   
 

In 1870, MacDonald rented a house that had been built on 
a cliff overlooking the Ottawa River – a house now known 
as Earnscliffe.  In 1883 he bought the house and lived in it 
until his death in 1891. The Victorian manor subsequently 
belonged to several private owners until it was sold in 
1930 to the United Kingdom to become the residence of 
the British High Commissioner. Several pieces of furniture, 
including some that had belonged to Sir John A. were sold 
at an auction. 
 

Mrs. Margaret Morrison, wife of Cecil Morrison, the well known businessman who founded the famous Morri-
son-Lamothe bakery, attended this auction with the intention of acquiring some of the items that belonged to 
Sir John A. She asked the caretaker of the house, who had been looking after the property for many years, 
which of the items in the house had really belonged to MacDonald.  He pointed out an armchair that had sat 
at the foot of Sir John’s bed and a mantle clock.  Mrs. Morrison bought both items and brought them to her 
home on Fuller Avenue. They are still there and I had the opportunity of seeing them on a visit to this stone 
house – which was built in 1828, and is the oldest house in Ottawa.  This house is now the property of Mrs. 
Grete Hale, C.M., the daughter of Margaret Morrison. 
 

The time and strike clock case is made of black marble.  Its 
movement is French made but the maker is not identified.  It 
strikes the hours and the half hours on a typical French bell.  A 
brass plaque on the front of the clock reminds us that it was the 
property of the first Prime Minister of Canada. 
 

As a clock collector and repairman, I asked if the clock was working. “It has not worked for many years”  said 
Mrs. Hale.  “It stopped the night John Diefenbaker was defeated by Lester Pearson in 1963, and I was told it 
could not be fixed.”  This was a challenge, which I would not refuse.  Mrs. Hale let me take the clock home 
and I was able to repair it, cleaning it and replacing the time mainspring and the suspension spring.  The 
clock is now back in a prominent place in the library of Grete Hale’s lovely home. 

Georges Royer 

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD’S CLOCK 

Grete Hale C.M. with Patricia Mallek-Royer   

ANNUAL WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

It’s that time again!   
 

Our Wine and Cheese Party is being planned as I write this note.  
This year will see some changes—the biggest being that the 
party will be held in the afternoon! 
 

Mark your Calendar!!! The date is December 7, 2014.  The time 
is 1:30 to 4:30.  Our hosts will be Bryan and Jean Hollebone. 
 

I will send out the details shortly!!!                            Gary Fox 



 

 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Hello everyone, 
Bonjour à tous, 
 

I was recently asked by an acquaintance if I preferred 
clocks or watches.  I had to think about that question 
for a second or two before answering. I had to admit 
that while I admired grandfather clocks, I did not own 
any.  I own only four clocks, all American made.  
Among the clocks I own, my favorite is a Seth Tho-
mas 8-day with Westminster chime.  There is some-
thing soothing about those few music notes... 
 

That being said, I own many watches and must admit 
they take less space altogether than my clocks :)  I 
believe many collectors will share this sentiment with 
me.  
 

While my collection of watches and clocks is still 
growing, I must confess that my largest and most sat-
isfying collection is of my tools, hand and machine-
types. To each their own, I say.   
 

Happy collecting and Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year, best wishes of health and happiness.  
 

Tourlou! 
Daniel Burgoyne 

Elections:  It’s that time again.  Elections have re-
turned and you have an opportunity to become part 
of the team that gives direction to our club. While 
every position is available, all incumbents except 
Secretary will be seeking another term from you, the 
membership.  That Secretary scoundrel (me) will will-
ingly turn that post over to another member in order 
to focus more attention on the role of  Editor of the 
Bytown Times.  If anyone is interested in the Secre-
tarial role, please contact me and I will gladly de-
scribe the role and responsibilities.  I even have a job 
description that I can share with you!! 
 

November Meeting:   For those of you who have 
attended meetings of the Toronto Chapter, especially 
the May joint meeting, or the Syracuse Regional, you 
will recognize Ben Orszulak by name  if not his fa-
mous smile and warm greeting!  I am looking forward 
to Ben’s talk about his project to replicate a Howard 
Tower Clock.  Be sure to mark this meeting in your 
calendar as this is bound to be a fascinating talk and 
display.                                                  
 

Many thanks to all the contributors to this issue—Ben 
Roberts, Georges Royer, Dan Hudon and Allan Sy-
mons.  You make my job easier!        Gary Fox 
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ELECTIONS 

Don’t forget that the election of the Chapter officers 
will be held at the meeting on November 23, 2014.  
You may stand for any position - President, Vice 
President, Secretary or Treasurer.  With the excep-
tion of the Secretary, all the incumbents are willing to 
stand for another term, but don’t let that discourage 
you!  Become part of the team and make this club 
your own! 

KEN OWEN 

Sadly, Ken Owen, a long time member who we have-
n’t seen in a few years, passed away on October 24, 
2014.  He was 90 years old. 
 

Ken was a quiet man whose infectious smile made 
him a welcome member to our chapter meetings.  An 
avid clock collector, he didn’t talk much about himself.  
He was born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, served 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force and flew Lancaster 
bombers during World War II.  With a Masters Degree 
in Aeronautical Engineering, he worked as an engi-
neer pilot involved in the design and testing of the 
Avro Arrow!!  He moved on to the Department of 
Transportation where he ultimately became Director 
of Airworthiness.  After retirement, he consulted inter-
nationally until the age of 84! 
 

Ken’s many accomplishments aside, he was a decent 
and gentle man.  On behalf of the chapter, we extend 
our sympathy to his family and friends.   

SPECIAL GUEST—BEN ORSZULAK 

Do Not Miss our November 23rd meeting.  Ben 
Orszulak from the Toronto Chapter will give a presen-
tation about a project he ran with chapter members to 
build a replica of a Howard Tower Clock.  The group 
built one clock for each member.  Ben went on with 
David Ornelas to construct the gearing to run four 
dials.  Both projects were prize winners at the 
NAWCC Annual Convention.  Ben will bring both the 
original Howard clock used as the model as well as 
one of the replicas! 


