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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Our next meeting will be held  
September 27, 2015  at  1:00 PM  

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

*********** 

Presentations 
The Phoenix Project—Ray Springer 

And 

The Laser Cut Wood Work Clock 
Paul Williams & Paul Devey 

*********** 

Show and Tell 
Summer Acquisitions 

And  

Items starting with the letters  
G, H, & I 

The May meeting of the Ottawa Valley Chapter 111 involved a 
road trip to the small community of Deep River, Ontario, home 
of the Canadian Clock Museum.  Over twenty-five members 
and guests made the trip and met for lunch at the Bear's Den 
Restaurant before proceeding to the museum. 
 

Chapter member Allan Symons opened his fascinating mu-
seum in 2000 to display his large collection of Canadian and 
Canadiana clocks.  Our May visit was the third chapter meet-
ing to be held in the museum, the first in 2000, just prior to the 
public opening.  At the time, I was struck by the number and 
quality of the clocks on display, as well as their organization 
and the typed descriptions provided for each.  Frankly, despite 
the size of the building, I didn't think that Allan had the room to 

add many more.  I was 
wrong of course.  Some-
how, his collection appears 
to have more than quadru-
pled and yet Allan has 
managed to keep the dis-
plays well organized, at-
tractive and informative.   
 
The collection includes 
every type of timepiece 
imaginable, from alarm 
clocks, through wall regula-
tors, mantle clocks, tall 
case clocks and both a 
modern and an antique 
tower clock!   
 

Cont’d P. 2 
The Tower Clock Outside the Canadian 

Clock Museum 

Allan Symons Was our Genial Host 
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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  (CONT’D) 

 

Some items are unique and one-of-a-kind.  Not to be missed is a display of watch and clockmakers tools in-
cluding two antique watchmakers benches with tools arranged as if the watchmaker has just left for a mo-
ment.   
 

Allan has added a number of non-horological items to his collection to evoke a sense of the time when these 
clocks were in everyday use.  These include such things as a candlestick phone and an early victrola which 
Allan played for the amusement of the assembled visitors.   
 

The meeting itself was brief.  President Daniel Burgoyne made a few announcements while wielding a raw-
hide hammer recently added to the collection by a member of the Pequegnat family.  Allan led a tour of the 
collection, and opened the back rooms to show the many items he has yet to add to his display. 
 

Many thanks to Allan for his efforts to preserve this remarkable display of Canadian history and for being our 
genial host.  

President :      

Daniel Burgoyne  burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca  
 

Vice President:     

Don Purchase   donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer:      

Ray Springer    celineandray@bell.net 
 

Secretary   

Paul Sonnichsen  chaptersecretary@yahoo.ca 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Auditor:      

Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:    

Wally Clemens  wallysc@gmail.com 
 

Editor ByTown Times 
Gary Fox                         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   

Dan Hudon         danhudon@sympatico.ca 
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MAY MEETING PHOTOS—INSIDE THE CANADIAN CLOCK MUSEUM 

 

2015 ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC (MORE PHOTOS ON P 4) 

Another picnic and another resounding success!  Our hosts were Jim Armstrong 
and Lucie Gagnon of Gillies Corners.  Over 40 members and guests enjoyed the 
beautiful gardens that Jim and Lucie have created and lovingly maintain. 
 

The picnic featured a wonderful buffet feast of hamburgers, sausages, baked 
beans (thanks, Lucie!), numerous salads and a strawberry shortcake dessert with 
ice cream.  Don Purchase and Daniel Burgoyne were our barbecue specialists 
while Paul Sonnichsen was seen carrying many of the supplies needed to keep 
the tables overflowing with tasty treats. 
 

The mart and auction tables were overflowing with great bargains—more than we 
have seen in many past picnics.  Daniel served once again as our auctioneer and 

seemed somewhat taken aback at all the bids made by Karen!  Then again, he was seen to bid on a few 
items as well. 
 

Altogether a great day.  Thanks, Jim and Lucie! 

Jim Armstrong & Lucie Gagnon 
Our Picnic Hosts 
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2015 ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC  (PHOTOS CONT’D) 

 

Smiling Ray 
“Pay Up!” 

Karen supervising the chefs 

“What am I bid?” 

Don at the BBQ 

Good to see you, Wally! 

Paul serves dessert! 
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NEW MEMBER 

Meet Andrea Gilpin! 
 

Andrea joined the club in March.  
She is interested in making clocks, 
and started learning the craft 
through extensive reading. She is 
currently modelling a clock move-
ment in paper.  Andrea has  con-
nected with Dan Hudon and will be 
taking his course in October. 
 

Welcome Andrea! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Global watch production amounted to 1.2 bil-
lion pieces in 2014! China exported the greatest 
number at about 669 million.   
 

While Switzerland exported only 28.6 million 
pieces, it realized $24.3 billion USD in value while 
China earned only $5.3 million USD.    
  

Among other manufacturing countries, Germany 
produced 21.2 million pieces, the US 9.7 million 
and France 6.8 million. 

WatchTime, Aug 2015 p44 

I rarely receive emails through my website (www.cdnwatchmaker.com) but in June, one came through which 
sent me on a merry chase.  The sender was from a little place, 28 kilometers south of Cape Town, South Af-
rica!  Her family had an unusual pocket watch which they knew little about.  She thought it may have been a 
student watch from the Canadian Horological Institute because of an 1888 ten cent Canadian coin attached to 
the watch chain.   

 

The watch has an amazing digital display with jumping hours.  It is a 
stem wound and pin set, 15 jewel Swiss movement with lever escape-
ment and bi-metallic balance. It is in a gun metal case. 
  

I showed the pictures of the watch to several people and Daniel Bur-
goyne noted the initials "A & L" just above the hour marker.  That was 
all that was needed to light a fire under me and this is what I learned.....   
 

The watch was sold by the Swiss company Aeby & Landry. The com-
pany was established in 1883 in Madretsch, near Bienne and was suc-
ceeded by Aeby & Co in 1888. It is uncertain what became of the firm. 
 

The digital dial concept was patented by an Austrian, Josef Pallweber, in 1883.  His idea was copied and modi-
fied (I presume to avoid paying royalties) by many companies including IWC, Omega (called Louis Brandt at 
the time), and Cortbert.  Aeby & Landry did the same, changing the Pallweber design slightly.  However, the 
digital dial design was a short lived fad and most companies stopped producing jumping hour pocket watches 
within three to five years of the Pallweber patent date. 
 

The digital display did not require a unique watch movement.  It could be fitted to any decent watch, by simply 
modifying the "motion works" under the dial.  Aeby & Landry did make watches and apparently made watches 
for other companies like Gruen but I couldn't be sure if this watch was made by them or if they fitted the motion 
works to another company's unfinished movement. 

 

It was difficult to put a value on the watch.  The movement is of good quality, the 
dial is unusual, and the style of pocket watch was produced for very few years, 
making it scarce.  But the maker is not well known and the case is gun metal and 
appears to be showing rust. There were several on eBay at the time with asking 
prices from $700 to over $3000 USD.  However these all had gold cases. 
 

So, the watch was not made by a student at the CHI.  It may have been sold by a 
watchmaker / jeweller in Canada, but was more likely sold elsewhere.  The owner 
may have visited Canada and kept the ten cent piece as souvenir. 
                                                                                                                      Gary Fox    

AN UNUSUAL POCKET WATCH 
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It began its life sometime in the early 19th century.  Perhaps it was one of the first 
to come from the Twiss family business in the 1820’s or maybe it was born later 
in the 1840’s as the company was nearing its end.  It was a beautiful tall case 
clock, one of many that the Twiss family would produce.   
 

In a way, it was a marriage of parts.  The clock movement, made with wooden 
wheels and plates, was manufactured in the United States by the well known 
clockmaker Silas Hoadley.  The case on the other hand, was made in Quebec.  It 
was solid pine with a beautiful faux finish that looked remarkably like an exotic 
wood.  Without close inspection, one would never notice that this case was not 
made from an expensive imported species. 
 

Nothing is known of the clock’s home(s) or its owners for over a century, but it 
finally came to be owned by Esmond Butler who, from 1959, served as Secretary 
to six Governors General of Canada at Rideau Hall in Ottawa.  For more than 
twenty five years, the clock’s home was with Mr. Butler in the Secretary’s tradi-
tional home, the Rideau Hall Cottage.  On Mr. Butler’s retirement, the clock was 
purchased at an estate auction by John Russell from Beaver Hall Antiques, in 
Gananoque, Ontario.  By chance, past Chapter President, Bryan Hollebone, saw 
it for sale at the antique store.  Bryan wanted the clock and knew he was going to 
leave with it, but he became even more determined to buy it when he learned of 
the clock’s provenance. 
 
 

 

For years, Butler’s Twiss clock stood in Bryan’s home 
working and looking as it had for many years at the 
Rideau Hall Cottage.  But disaster struck.  A faulty kettle 
caught fire when the family wasn’t home and, despite 
the prompt arrival of the fire service, there was a lot of 
damage to the home and many of the clocks.  One of 
the hardest hit was the Butler Twiss clock.  Due to an 
intense flashover, the hood and dial were destroyed and 
the movement was heavily damaged, with many of the 
parts charred by the flames.   

 
 

Bryan and Ray Springer, our chapter treasurer, came to an 
agreement.  Ray would head an effort (aptly called the 
Phoenix Project) to restore the clock, using as many original 
parts as possible.  Chapter members were invited to partici-
pate and, while many joined the project over time, four re-
mained to the end—Ray, the project Leader, John Ruhland, 
Jordan Renaud and Ray’s sister, Cheryl.   
 

John headed the team that restored the movement.   He re-
placed missing teeth on the wheels, helped team members 
make new weights, and replaced charred parts like the fly for 
the strike side of the movement.  In addition to the excellent 
repair work, John got other chapter members involved in the  
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THE PHOENIX PROJECT — AN IMPORTANT CLOCK REBORN 

The Phoenix Project Team in November 2013. and an 
original Twiss Clock Case 

The Restored Twiss Clock in 
Chattanooga, with its ribbons! 

The movement was severely damaged 



 

 

THE PHOENIX PROJECT  - CONT’D 

repairs in order to give them the benefit of his knowledge and experi-
ence. 
 

Jordan made a replica hood to replace the one lost in the fire.  He 
used the hood of another Twiss clock as a model and made his copy 
using the same materials found in the original and using the kinds of 
hand tools that would have been found in the Twiss shop.  Jordan 
even found a piece of antique glass and made the mask to hold the 
glass in place.                                                                            

 

Cheryl painted the dial to match pictures of the 
clock before the fire, with colours copied from 
an existing Twiss clock dial from the Canadian 
Clock Museum.  It was the first clock dial that 
she had ever painted.  It was gorgeous and, 
after being expertly aged by John Ruhland, it was in-
stalled on the completely restored clock. 
 

For his part, Ray cleaned the base of the clock and ap-
plied the faux finish to the hood, perfectly matching the 
base.  In the end, when all was complete, the clock was 
gorgeous and kept good time! 
 

 

But what to do with the clock?  Ray decided that it should be entered in the 
Craft Competition at the NAWCC National Convention!  So, he loaded the 
clock into his truck and headed off to Chattanooga, Tennessee —driving all 
the way in one day!  After a bit of a rest, he set up the clock at the competition 
and waited with bated breath for the judges to review and assess the team’s 
work.  And it was worth the work and the wait!  The clock took three rib-
bons—First Place for a wooden clock movement restoration, First 
Place for a dial painting and Second Place for a chapter project!   

 

Congratulations to all the members 
of the team who spent hours bring-
ing this historic clock back to life! 
 

So what’s next?  Well, the chapter 
would like to return the clock to its 
rightful home, the Rideau Hall Cot-
tage, where it will be a reminder of 
the tenure of Esmond Butler.  There 
has been positive feedback on the 
idea, including a hand written note 
from the current Secretary who was 
fascinated by the story of the resto-
ration and the connection to “one of 
our most famous Secretaries”.  We 
hope to be able to update that story 
over the next few meetings 
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John Ruhland replacing teeth on a damaged 
wheel 

Cheryl Springer’s  
completed dial 

John Ruhland contemplates the  
Restored Clock 

While at the National Convention, Ray 
checks out the Chattanooga Choo Choo  

The team’s three ribbons 
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Odds and Ends 
I am sure that I am not the only one who has leftover metal, screws and nuts.  They are 
kept for 20 years in the hope that someday they will be useful.  Here are some ideas on 
how to convert remnants into accessories that can serve multiple purposes. 
 

I needed to re-shape a screw head to match 
other screws and I wanted to do the work on the lathe without 
damaging the screw threads.  The solution was to make a 
housing that would securely hold the screw.  In my junk box I 
located a 1” x ½” diameter piece of brass rod, squared both 
ends, drilled a hole through its entire length, then tapped the 
hole to match the screw thread.  Photo 1 shows the machine 
screw seated in the holder.  Photo 2 shows the screw holding 
device with screw set up in the lathe and ready for machining 
of the head. 
 
 

In clock work it is handy to have several pieces of similar height to stabilize or maintain a level surface while 
assembling movements, or when a stable and level support base is required for bushing, filing, drilling.  A 
home-made base requires flat surfaces.  Using the concept from the tool described above, multiple adjust-
able "legs" can be made. The threaded part must be firm in the body.  It can be turned down and threaded 
from a piece of rod or purchased commercially.  The end of the threaded part which acts as a support, should 
be flat. 

Machine screws make great support pieces and those 
with hexagon heads and flat surfaces make it  convenient 
for those who do not have lathes to work on the heads.  
The brass hexagon machine screw has a smooth surface 
on the head while the steel one has markings that require 
filing to make it perfectly flat.  The advantage of machine 
screws is that they can be used with a home-made base 
or with a matching nut to form support pieces.  Nuts can 
be hexagon or round and knurled.  Machinists call these 
pieces screw jacks.  Photo 3 shows examples of  jacks 
both home-made & purchased in different sizes and 
threads.  On the left, the machine screw holder has been 
converted for use as a jack.  On the opposite side is a 
commercial coupler that has also been converted for use 
as a jack.  At the front, is a base with center hole made to 

receive support pillars of varying heights and shapes.  It is used as 
a quick change tool. 
 

A practical use for the short steel jack shown in Photos 3 above & 
4 below, is to provide support to the external escapement bridge of 
some clocks when reaming and bushing the bridge pivot hole.  
Support at this location prevents flexing of the bridge and keeps 
the bushing hole in line with the rear pivot hole.  It is a simple mat-
ter of setting the jack under or at the edge of the bridge and rotat-
ing the piece until the correct height is reached. 
 

                                                                                                 Dan Hudon 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Photo 1 Photo 2 

Photo 3 

Home Made 
Screw Jack 

Photo 4 

Short Steel 
 Screw Jack 

Commercial 
Coupler as a  
 Screw Jack 

Short Steel 
 Screw Jack 



 

 

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  

Caravelle Ceramic Plate Wall Clocks ● the Collingwood Connection 
 

A Brief History.  According to collectors of Blue Mountain Pottery products (BMP, Collingwood, Ontario, 
1953 to 2004), BMP did not make or sell clocks.  No clocks were shown in the known company catalogues, 
which included many dozens of models of animal figurines, jugs, pots, and vases produced over several dec-
ades with glazed red clay. 
 

However, there is no question that in the 1960s and 1970s the BMP factory did manufacture at least four 
styles of molded ceramic cases for the New York-based Bulova Watch Company for some of their 
Caravelle brand battery-operated wall clocks.  C cell flashlight batteries drove the early balance wheel move-
ments, but some examples turn up with original (?) quartz movements running on an AA battery. 
 

Examples:  Shown here are the three models currently in the museum’s BMP-cased clocks collection, which 
include two colours of each one.  The chicken (mold number C-172), the round plate (C-170), and the octago-
nal plate (C-173) models appear to be the most common.  The museum is still looking for an example of what 
I call the “ugly” fish (C-171), with its large round foil dial, tail at the right side and mouth at the left (see the 
picture below). 
 

The assumption is that each of the 
four styles was available in several 
typical BMP colours known for their 
regular products, including the clas-
sic dark green plus cobalt blue and 
red/orange.  Note the variety of foil 
dials and the characteristic BMP 
three-trees logo on the back.  The 
mold number was also embossed 
on the back of each ceramic case. 
 

Occasionally these Caravelle wall 
clocks with the BMP connection turn 

up for sale in shops and online, usually for asking prices at $100 and up.  So these fifty-year-old “Canadiana” 
clocks have become quite collectible. 
 

The BMP collectors’ web site (www.bmpcc.com) has some pictures of the clocks, including a photo of the 
clock museum’s wall exhibit of six examples, and two pictures of the apparently rarer fish model. 

 

 

Allan Symons, Curator 
The Canadian Clock Museum     
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Round Plate Clock - Blue  
Version (diameter 25 cm) 

Chicken Clock - Green 
Version  (height 34 cm)  

Octagonal Plate Clock - Red/
Orange version (width 25 cm)  

Fish Clock - Orange Version 
(From an on-line picture) 

The C cell battery movement, marked 
CARAVELLE & MADE IN GERMANY  

The Blue Mountain Pottery three-trees logo 
embossed on each ceramic clock case  



 

 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Good News!  Many of you would have heard  that 

this would be the last year for the Eastern States Re-
gional, held annually in Syracuse, New York.  It has 
been the largest regional within easy reach of Ottawa.  
We were told that the excitement shown by members 
this year will mean that the regional will be back next 
year.  The show is back to its original format, giving 
more time to walk the mart and talk to other members.  
If you are serious about finding that special clock, 
watch or tool for your collection, be sure to attend next 
year!  I came away with a 100 year old Westclox alarm 
clock (a cast iron “Ironnclad” model) and a bag of parts 
watches that included some very interesting runners. 
 

This Meeting has an exciting agenda.  Ray 

Springer will bring the award winning Twiss tallcase 
clock that was restored by the Phoenix Project Team.  
Paul Williams and Paul Devey will bring the wooden 
works clock that they built using CAD drawings and a 
laser cutter   Show and Tell will be open for both Sum-
mer Acquisitions and items starting with the letters G. 
H, and I.  Be there or be square!  

Gary Fox 
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Bonjour à tous — Hello everyone,  
 

We are well into September already. 
Where has the summer gone?  It was-
n't too long ago we were over at Lucie 
Gagnon and Jim Anderson's for our 
annual picnic. I want to thank them 
again and say what a beautiful place!  
The food was great too!  Check out 
the photos included in this newsletter.  
 

At the September 27 meeting, the Executives will want 
to hear the opinion of members with regard to the inclu-
sion of mart sales at the picnics and at the January 
auction meetings.  I understand that some members 
want to continue to have the freedom to sell outside of 
an auction as was the case in past years.  Personally, I 
would prefer that sales at the annual picnic and Janua-
ry meeting take place through the auction only, in order 
to give everyone the opportunity to bid. The logic here 
is that Club volunteers are tied up in duties and do not 
have the same chance to see the mart tables before 
the auction. So the decision will be yours in the end. 
 

The exec has been thinking about the presentation  
program for future meetings. In September, we will be 
hearing about the Twiss clock (the Phoenix Project) 
and the two Pauls (Devey and Williams) wood clock. 
For November, we will be showing a DVD on Canadian 
Clocks and their unique characteristics.  The DVD was 
prepared by Canadian clocks expert, Jim Connell from 
the Toronto chapter.  Most will recall that Jim authored 
a number of books and co-authored others with our 
own, the late Jane Varkaris.  We will check to see if Jim 
might join us to introduce his presentation and to ans-
wer questiuons.  In March, we are proposing to have a 
technical presentation on how to build your own clock 
spring winder cheaply. In May, we would be looking to 
host an out-of-town speaker about his European horo-
logy voyages, to be confirmed. Finally, we are also loo-
king into a field day trip in April, with more details to 
come.   
 

Speaking of activities, I would like to underline the fan-
tastic volunteering effort by expert clockmaker Dan Hu-
don who will give the beginner clock repair class again 
this fall and that of editor Gary Fox whose Bytown Ti-
mes looks great with every issue. Thanks gents! 
 

I hope to see many returning members and welcome 
new ones on September 27.  
 

Tourlou!                                              Daniel Burgoyne 

2015 INTRODUCTORY CLOCK 

REPAIR COURSE 

The 2015 course will be held at the Nepean Creative 
Arts Centre, 35 Stafford Road, Bells Corners.  We are 
in the Rehearsal Studio on the left side of the parking 
lot.  All classes will be held on Saturdays from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm on the following dates: 
 

October 03, 17, 24, 31, November 07 
 

For those arriving by bus (# 118), the building is lo-
cated behind the Tim Hortons and can be accessed 
via a path.  For those arriving by vehicle, when on 
Stafford turn left at the stop sign and shortly left again 
to access the parking.                               

Dan Hudon  


