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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Our next meeting will be held  
January 24, 2016  at  1:00 PM  

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

*********** 

Presentation 
 

1) Video—Restoring a Hamilton 
Clock Co Steeple Clock Case  

(Jim Connell) 
 

2) Annual Trash & Treasure  
Auction!!! 

 

*********** 

Show and Tell 
Items starting with the letters  

M, N, and O 

 

Over 50 members and guests attended the November Chap-
ter meeting. 
 

Feature Presentation 
Our keynote presentation was "What's Different About Cana-
dian Clocks?" a video presented by Jim Connell, who joined 
us to introduce his video and answer questions after the pres-
entation.  Jim is a long time member of the Association, hav-
ing served as the President of the Toronto Chapter # 33 and 
as a Director on the board of the NAWCC.  He has authored 
and co-authored a number of books on Canadian Clocks and 
Clockmakers. 
 

The video is focused on the unique case styles and move-
ments of Canadian made clocks.  It starts with the earliest Ca-
nadian clocks which were made in Quebec where Jim points 
out the distinctive tall case clock cases which featured a ta-
pered waist and door.  The video presented examples by Tho-
mas Drysdale, James Hanna, Michel Lamontagne, Joseph 
Marcoux and others.  After describing the contributions of Mar-
tin Cheney, the video moved briefly to describe clocks made 
and sold in the  Maritime provinces including work by Fair-
banks, Plummer and Mitchell.  Moving to Upper Canada, Jim 
described the work of Jordan Post and, besides Post's inter-
esting and distinctive movements and cases, he presented a 
dial on a Post clock made out of sheet copper - the only one 
known.   Jim touched on the work of the short lived Canada 
Clock companies and the Hamilton Clock Company.  Among 
other distinctive features, Jim pointed to etched glass tablets 
on some Hamilton Clock Co clock doors - many of which fea-
tured religious messages.  Finally, Jim's presentation closed 
with the Pequegnat Clock Company……..                                   Cont’d P. 2 

Marilyn and Jim Connell were our special guests at the November meeting. 
Jim Presented his video “What’s Different About Canadian Clocks?” 

Jim’s video began with a discussion of the 
distinctive  Quebec   tall case  clock design.  

The design features a tapered waist and 
door.  The clock shown was made by  

Thomas Drysdale of Quebec City 
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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  (CONT’D) 

 

While many Pequegnat clocks followed American case styles, there were many unique examples.  Some like 
the Citadel were impressive and beautiful, but others such as the Monarch were distinctively gaudy, not to 
mention ugly! 
 

There was a lively discussion following the video where Jim answered numerous questions - including some 
on his invention of the formula that is used to flavour Salt and Vinegar potato chips!  
 

Jim's video can be found on the Chapter 111 website and on YouTube. 
 

Show and Tell 
 

J P Tourigny presented a beautiful Jaquet timer labeled and sold by J W Ellis Industries in Toronto and a 
Hamilton wrist watch with a curved case back . 
 

Allan Symons presented an example of a new Snyder Clock addition to the Canadian Clock Museum.  Sny-
der was the largest clock manufacturer in Canada and Allan has over 200 examples in his museum! 
 

Jan Selles presented an English hunter cased watch marked  Joseph Johnson, London.  The movement is 
jeweled through to the fusee.  The serial number matches on the dial, case and movement. 
 

Last but not least, Brian MacDonald presented two Longines pocket watches made for railroad service in 
North America.  One was an 18 sized Express Monarch with the private label of Dingwall, a Winnipeg based 
watch inspector who ultimately sold his business to Birks.  The second was a 16 sized Express Leader with a 
Birks private label.  Brian noted that Longines was the largest provider of Swiss railroad grade watches in 
North America, with a 3 to 1 advanrtage over second place Omega.  However, he noted that American made 
railway watches outsold Swiss by a factor of 30 to 1 in Canada. 

President :      

Daniel Burgoyne  burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca  
 

Vice President:     

Don Purchase   donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer:      

Ray Springer    celineandray@bell.net 
 

Secretary   

Paul Sonnichsen  chaptersecretary@yahoo.ca 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Auditor:      

Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:    

Wally Clemens  wallysc@gmail.com 
 

Editor ByTown Times 
Gary Fox                         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   

Dan Hudon         danhudon@sympatico.ca 

Show and Tell featured (from left to right) Allan Symons with his Snyder Clock; J P Tourigny’s Jaquet timer from J. W. Ellis in  
Toronto;  Jan Selles’ English Hunter cased watch by Joseph Johnson; and Brian MacDonald’s Longines Express Leader sold by Birks 
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NOVEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 

   

A good crowd attended the November meeting Jan Selles shows his English  
Hunter Cased pocket watch 

J P Tourigny shows his  
Hamilton Wrist Watch 
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Winding Arbor Ratchet Wheel Retainers   
 
In some of the modern Kieninger grandfather movements, the ratchet wheels are held at 
the front plate by wheel retainers.  They are similar to lock washers which have teeth facing 
inward.  When the retainers are pushed onto the winding arbors, their teeth bend backward 
preventing the retainer from moving away from the ratchet wheel. They are meant to be 
used once because some of the teeth usually break when the retainers are removed from 

the  arbor, thereby diminishing their ability to 
secure the ratchet wheel.  The retainers must 
be carefully removed otherwise they will inflict 
deep scratches onto the winding arbors.  
Photo 1 shows three new retainers while 
Photo 2 shows an arbor damaged by the ag-
gressive removal of a retainer. 

 
 

There is an alternative solution available to clock repairers which makes inser-
tion and removal of retainers a snap.  I use Du-bro plated brass collars.  Photo 3 
shows a set of 12 collars which include set screws and an Allen wrench. One 
package of 12 is good for 4 chiming clocks.  The low cost of the collars trumps 

the time required to make them 
in the shop.    
  

The only effort involved is to convert the bore into a square 
for a slip fit onto the winding arbor.  A square file does the job 
quickly and the square will remain centered if an equal num-
ber of strokes are applied to each face.  It is important that 
one of the flats in the square hole corresponds with the set 
screw hole in the collar body so that the screw pushes on the 
flat surface of the winding arbor.  This gives the screw a 
greater surface 
to grip. 

 
The collars are sold in various sizes.  I find that the 5/32” size 
works well for modern grandfather clock arbors. Sizes indicated 
on the packaging refer to bore diameters and not the outside 
collar diameters. 
 
Collars can be purchased at hobby shops and on-line and 
there are other potential uses in clock work.  The convenient 
thing about these plated collars is that they blend in very well 
with the clock’s metal parts.  Any collars installed so far in this 
manner have not resulted in any interference with either move-
ment or dial parts.  Photo 4  shows the new collars in place. 
 
The next time one of these movements is brought in for servic-
ing, disassembly will be stress free. 
 

 Dan Hudon 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Photo 2: Arbor damage caused 

Photo 4: New Wheel Retainers in place 

Photo 3: Plated Brass Collars 

Photo 1: Wheel Retainers 
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

The Hammond Company of Canada Ltd (Toronto 1931-1936) 
 

Some History.  A search of the old Toronto business directories indicated that this Canadian manufacturer of 
early electric clocks was in business in Toronto from 1931 to 1936.  Two examples of the Hammond Junior 
model in the museum’s collection have Consolidated Industries on the dial.  One of them has the same com-
pany name on the back and the other has the Hammond name on the back. 
 

The connection between Consolidated and Hammond was found online at radiomuseum.org (my bold and 
underlining):  “On April 14th 1931, Major James E. Hahn, president of DeForest Crosley Radio Corporation 
Ltd., announced that the company's name will be changed to Consolidated Industries Limited.  The new 
company will be the holding company for DeForest Radio Corporation and its sales company, as well as 
Norge Corp. of Canada Ltd. (electrical refrigerators), Hammond Company of Canada Ltd. (electric 
clocks)”,.and three others.  Three years later “The assets of Consolidated Industries Ltd were acquired by the 
Rogers-Majestic Corporation Ltd in 1934.“ 
 

In the U.S., the Hammond Clock Company, founded by Laurens Hammond in 1928, was located in Chicago, 
Illinois.  He patented his clock with a slow-speed, manual-start motor, but a few years later the patent was 
invalidated by the discovery of a similar 1895 German clock motor.  His story about developing his electric 
clock can be found at http://thehammondorganstory.com/chapterxiii.asp. 
 

Mr. Hammond later created a “bichronous” movement with a spring-driven backup that ran the clock for up to 
thirty minutes after a power failure.  The spring was rewound during normal electric operation. 
 

Although the majority of Hammond electric clocks were mantel models, wall models are also known.  Most 
mantel clocks have time only movements, but the Gregory model (two dial colours available, silver and tan) 
has a calendar function showing the day of week and the month date.  The Hammond Company of Canada 
obtained a Canadian patent for a Calendar Clock in 1933.  One of our Hammond Junior examples includes 
an alarm function. 
 

Most clocks found in Canada today have dark brown or black molded Bakelite plastic cases.  But the Arcadia 
model in our collection has a solid walnut wood case and a wall clock example has a black-painted metal 
case.  American Whitehall used onyx/marble cases for their Hammond mantel clocks. 
 

These early electric clocks had manual-start synchronous motors, with a knob on the back that was spun by 
hand to start the motor.  A common metal label reads: “NOTE - CURRENT INTERUPTIONS WILL STOP 
CLOCK.  RESTART AND RESET”.  The label instructions for the knob were START ─ PUSH IN, TURN 
LEFT & LET GO.  The original electric cords had the typical 1930s cloth covers. 
 

Some Canadian Examples.  Note that the model names are from advertising.  Most are not on the clocks.  
More pictures are available on the museum’s web site at www.canclockmuseum.ca. 
 

                      Cont’d P6 

Embossed HAMMOND CO. of CANADA label on plastic case (note 
1931 patent date, MADE IN CANADA)  Embossed CONSOLIDATED INDUSTRIES label  
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

GREGORY calendar area on painted metal dial  

GREGORY (large metal label, calendar setting instruc-
tions, MADE IN CANADA)  

 

Hammond Co. of Canada small metal label  

GREGORY (dark brown plastic)  GREGORY (black, silver dial)  

Model name unknown (brown plastic case)  ARCADIA (DeLuxe on dial, wood case)  



 

 

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  CONT’D) 
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RAVENSWOOD (brown plastic case)  HAMMOND JUNIOR (alarm set dial)  HAMMOND JUNIOR (with alarm)  

Canadian wall model  
(blacked-painted metal case, 8½“ wide)  

HAMMOND JUNIOR  
(black plastic case)  

Allan Symons, Curator 
The Canadian Clock Museum 

NO MART AT THE JANUARY MEETING 

The January meeting features our  

Annual Trash and Treasure Auction. 
 

Bring out all the stuff that you would like to clear out of 
your shop.  You may not need it, but someone else  will!!! 

 

But Please Note……. 

There will be NO Mart at the January meeting.   

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

We Did Not Forget!!! 
The Annual Wine and Cheese Party will be held on 

Sunday February 28, 2016 
at the home of  

Bryan and Judy MacDonald 
More details at the January meeting!  
A notice will be sent with a map soon! 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Happy New Year everyone!  Let’s make this the best year 
ever for your collection and the club.  Hop in your car, a bus 
or train and go to at least one regional show. There are 
three close by—Toronto in May, Syracuse in August, and 
Montreal in the fall. There are always things we never see 
in Ottawa AND, the prices can be pretty amazing (all the 
better to deal with the horrible exchange rate in the US!) 

Shameless Self Promotion!!!  I will have a published 
article about Canada’s own Henry Playtner in the next 
issue of the German magazine Klassik Uhren.  I have 
no idea what they did with the translation, but what the 
heck—the article will include pictures!!!   
 

Thanks, Allan Symons and Dan Hudon for your always 
interesting articles, and Daniel Burgoyne for your memo-
ries, thoughts and the great news!                    Gary Fox 

Page 8 
Volume 36 No. 1   January 24, 2016 

Hello Everyone  /  Bonjour à Tous 
 

I wish you all the best for 2016, health, 
love and many hororological finds!  It 
is satisfying to note that I joined the 
NAWCC and this Chapter almost eight 
years ago now. Time flies or should I 
say it escapes? Maybe that's an ap-
propriate expression for horologists, given the pres-
ence of an escape wheel or escapement in our time 
keepers. So much has happened in that time. New 
members have joined and regrettably, some mem-
bers left us, but we keep fond memories of their 
presence. Many people have taken training courses 
and advanced their knowledge of repairs and resto-
rations. Incidentally, today I received encouraging 
news from the National Capital Commission's Cura-
tor regarding our Club's Twiss clock. No guarantee 
that the Acquisition Committee will select our Twiss 
but we are moving forward in the process. Let's 
cross our fingers and hope 2016 will see the conclu-
sion of this great project.  
 

Tourlou!             Daniel Burgoyne 
 

 
 

Say “Hello” to Bill Jarvis, our 
newest member.  Bill joined at 

our last meeting.  Take a moment 
to meet Bill at the January meet-

ing and make him welcome. 

NEW MEMBER KUDOS TO DAN 

As a Chapter, we are fortunate to 
have many talented members who 
contribute regularly to the chapter 
membership as a whole and to this 
newsletter.  Dan Hudon is just one of 
our unsung heroes.   
 

Dan was recently contacted by Peter 
Foster who is a member of the edito-
rial staff of the First Australian Chapter #72.  They 
read our newsletter regularly and requested permis-
sion to republish Dan’s last article on the analysis of 
chime mainsprings.  Peter says the article is clear 
and easy to understand, even for a non-technical 
person.  He appreciates articles that are not taken 
directly from books.   
 

Thanks for all your work for the chapter Dan.  Your 
workshops and articles are invaluable tools for us all.  
It is great to see your effort is regarded highly be-
yond our small group.  Congratulations and “Thanks” 
from all of us 

Two important resolutions were passed at the last 
meeting.  These resolutions impact the January 
meeting and the Annual picnic. 
 

1) Moved that the Mart will be eliminated from the 
January meeting as well as the annual picnic in 
favour of an auction only. 

         Moved:  G. Fox          Seconded: J. Anderson 
         Approved by a show of hands 
 

2) Moved that this resolution be revisited at the 
November 2016 Meeting. 

 Moved:  N. Sidor        Seconded: A. Symons 
         Approved by a show of hands 

IMPORTANT CHAPTER  RESOLUTIONS 


