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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting will be held  
March 20, 2016 

at  1:00 PM  
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
 

*********** 

Presentation 
 

A Pequegnat Kit Clock 
Doug Janney 

 

*********** 
 

Show and Tell 
Items starting with the letters  

P, Q,  and R 

 

Just under 60 members and guests attended the January 
2016 meeting of Chapter 111. 
 

Our January meeting always features the Annual Trash and 
Treasure auction, and this year, the tables were overflowing 
with clocks, parts and display pieces.  There were boxes of 
movements, cases,  and alarm clocks.  There were wall 
clocks, mantle clocks, carriage clocks and even a lighted ad-
vertising clock for Michelob, shaped like a Plexiglas can of 
beer but with a clock rotating in the centre.  Bidding was fast 
and furious, clearing the tables rapidly. 
 

Presentation 
To start the meeting, a short 
video created by Jim Connell, 
(our guest at the November 
meeting) was presented.  This 
video documents Jim's resto-
ration of a Hamilton Clock 
Company steeple clock which 
he found at a flea market, 
painted yellow, with the move-
ment and steeples gone.  As 
is often the fate of old clocks, 
the case had been turned into 
a cabinet.  Jim had the proper 
movement and, as a bonus, 
the case came with the origi-
nal etched glass - a signature feature of the Hamilton Clock 
Company.  The video showed his step by step case restora-
tion with plenty of tips on how to deal with veneering.                                         
          Cont’d P2  
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Daniel Burgoyne ran a fast paced auction with Nick Sidor showing the many 
items up for sale 

The before and after look of Jim’s 
Hamilton Clock Co steeple clock 

The very rare etched glass tablet from 
Jim’s Hamilton Clock Co steeple clock. 
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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  (CONT’D) 

The case had some interesting challenges with an "S" shaped curved base. Jim described his method of 
soaking the veneer in boiling water for a few moments to ensure that it would bend around the curve without 
cracking.   He clamped the veneer in place with either a wooden dowel or metal rod to match the curve.   Af-
ter the video, Bryan Hollebone noted that when the veneer is wet, contact cement cannot be used to hold it to 
the base.  He suggested Gorilla glue or carpenter glue.  The video will be placed on the club’s web site and 
You Tube 
 

Show and Tell 
Allan Symons presented a display of clocks from the Hammond clock company.  He spoke about the com-
pany history starting with its opening  in Chicago, and of the establishment of a Canadian plant in Toronto - in 
operation from 1931 to 1936.  He discussed the Bakelite cases and the variety of colours in which they were 
made. 
 

Dave Riddell presented a WW II Chelsea Messaging Centre clock.  The clock was in excellent shape includ-
ing the beautiful and functional wood carrying case.  The only issue is a missing sweep seconds hand which 
Dave is trying to locate. 

President :      

Daniel Burgoyne    burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca  
 

Vice President:     

Don Purchase     donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Editor ByTown Times 
Gary Fox                          chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Secretary   

Paul Sonnichsen    chaptersecretary@yahoo.ca 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Auditor:      

Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:    

Wally Clemens   
 

Treasurer:      

Ray Springer    

 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   

Dan Hudon         

Allan Symons with his display of Hammond Electric Clocks Dave Riddell presents his Chelsea WW II Messaging Centre Clock 

 

It was great to see some 
good friends and long time 
members at the meeting! 

 

Ben Roberts (left)  
turns 92 in April  

 
Charlie Beddoes (right) 
Celebrates 96 years on  

 January 27! 

SOLD!! 

mailto:burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca
mailto:donpurchase@rogers.com
mailto:chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca
mailto:chaptersecretary@gmail.com
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JUST SOME OF THE ITEMS UP FOR AUCTION 

A FEW MORE JANUARY MEETING PHOTOS  

 
Guess who 

was collecting 
membership 

dues? 
 

Yes that is the 
happy Don 
Purchase! 

 
Thanks to 

everyone who 
paid and made 

Don’s day! 
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FLEET TIME COMPANY LTD (Montreal 1936-1940) 
 

A Brief Company History.  Based on business directories entries, the Fleet Time Company was in operation 
in Montreal for the very short period of time from 1936 to 1940.  It was listed as an importer of clocks and 
watches.  The locations were 440 McGill and then 303 St. Paul West.  At least some of the wood cases were 
made in Canada.  Their source of German (?) clocks and movements would have disappeared because of 
WWII.  Unlike the Forestville Clock Company in Toronto, which switched to American movements, it seems 
that Fleet went out of business. 
 

Two Examples.  The museum currently has just two Fleet mantel clocks.  One was found on Kijiji in Ontario 
last fall.  They are quite different from each other in both case style (box versus flat-top “humpback”) and 
company label (stamped ink versus printed paper).  Could the paper label be earlier than the ink label?  
There are no model numbers or names.  The box clock has a tuned rods chimes movement.  If you find a dif-
ferent Fleet clock or a company catalogue, I would appreciate receiving pictures of them for the museum’s 
archives and web site.   

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

Fleet Clock 1—  with Chimes (chromed diamonds & 
ball feet, walnut case)  

 

 

Fleet Clock 1  
 

 

The chiming movement  in 
the box clock is stamped 
FOREIGN   and  PROV. 
PAT. 10076/34 (1934?) 

 

 

 

Knurled nuts hold plates 

Fleet Clock 2  - A flat top “humpback” walnut case,  

with script word Fleet on dial below 12 

Fleet Clock 1—The ink label stamped inside 
the back door of the “box” style clock,  

with a “gold” sticker inside, noting  
Norman E. Wallace Jewellers Ltd, Renfrew, Ont.  
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

A Mystery.  Stamped on the back plate of the chiming box clock, are the word “Foreign” and the letters/
numbers PROV. PAT. 10076/34.  Has anyone seen this marking before?  Could it mean “provisional 
patent 10076” in 1934?  Is my guess reasonable?  Would this be a German patent?  But if so, why 
would it be stamped in English? 

Fleet Clock 2—The printed instructions label on the inside 
back door of the “humpback” model  

Allan Symons, Curator 
The Canadian Clock Museum  

Fleet Clock 2—Unmarked time & strike brass movement in the 
“humpback” clock  

Some months ago, I made a new friend after 
selling a copy of my book Canada’s Master 
Watchmaker, Henry Playtner and the Cana-
dian Horological Institute to collector in Ger-
many.  Andreas collects student watches made 
at Horological schools and was surprised to 
learn that there was a school in North America 
where making a watch was a requirement for 
graduation.  He obviously enjoyed the book 
and pitched the topic to the editor of Klassik 
Uhren, a magazine focussed on antique and 
vintage timepieces.  The upshot was an article 
I wrote for their March / April issue.  Of course, 
I have no idea if the translation was exact, but 
it is pretty cool to see Playtner recognized in 
his ancestral home.                            Gary Fox 

M ORE SHAMELESS SELF-PROMOTION 
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At-a-glance Mainspring Check of Dimensions    
 

When substituting mainsprings and choosing from available stock, it is sometimes advanta-
geous to be able to carry out a quick check of spring dimensions in the coiled state instead 
of having to extract springs from barrels or uncoil springs from retainers to measure one or 
all three dimensions of height, thickness and length. 
 

Here are three good tips that work very well as quick calculation techniques.  The first and second tips origi-
nate from the book Repairing & Restoring Pendulum Clocks by John Plewes.  They have proven to be 
very useful time savers. 
 

The John Plewes diagram (included with 
permission) identifies the measuring points 
that are used to estimate both the spring 
thickness and length of a fully wound 
spring. 
 

Thickness 
In Photo1 I am measuring the coil pack 
(location G in diagram) to arrive at total coil 
thickness.  Individual coils are counted at 
the same location.  Dividing total coil thick-
ness by the number of individual coils gives 
spring thickness.  Accuracy depends on 
unwound coils touching each other plus an 
exact count of individual coils. 

 

Length                   
The length calculation of a loop-end mainspring is made easy by finding the average diameter of the close-
packed coils and is done by laying measuring tools across the estimated mid-points on each side of the coil 
pack.  Refer to (F) (H) in the diagram.   Photos 2 & 3 demonstrate two methods of estimating the mid-points 
using calipers and dividers as examples.   
 

Once the average diameter is determined, the 
formula L = πDN is applied.  Measure and add 
the length of the extended loop plus the length of 
the inside turns to the total.  
(Code:   π = 3.14;  D = average diameter in 
inches; N = number of coils.) 
 

The John Plewes book has other interesting tips 
waiting to be discovered and is available from 
the American Watchmakers and Clockmakers 
Institute on-line store. (www.AWCI.com) 
 

The third tip relates to hole-end mainsprings and 
is effective for quickly verifying that you have the 
correct length of a mainspring in a barrel.  The 
tip originates from the book This Old Clock by 
David S. Goodman.                            Cont’d P 7 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Photo 1: Measuring the coil pack 

Photo 2: Measuring with Calipers 

Photo 3: Measuring with 
dividers 

http://www.AWCI.com


 

 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S  (CONT’D) 

 

 

In Photo 4, a paper circle has been placed in a barrel.  The 
circle occupies the space between the barrel arbor and the 
barrel wall. (lines drawn thick for photo purposes)  Crossed 
diameters have been drawn on the paper circle. When the in-
ner spring coil is at the ends of one diameter as shown in the 
photo, then spring length is correct and the barrel should make the maximum 
number of turns. 
                                                                                                           Dan Hudon 
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Photo 4:  Verify the length 
of a spring in a barrel 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members!  We had a great turn out at the January meeting and welcomed four new mem-
bers to the club.  Please take a moment at the next meeting to greet these new friends and find out their in-
terests.  You never know when a new friend may share your same passion! 

Z.  Mueller Serge Lawkowicz Robert St. Louis Sam Robertson 

REVISED MEETING DATES LIBRARY DISPOSITION 

The holiday weekends have caught up to us, so you 
will notice that our meeting dates have changed in 
March and May.   
 

Normally we meet on the fourth Sunday of January, 
March, May, September and November.  However, it 
turns out that the Easter and Victoria Day weekends 
fall on the fourth Sundays in March and May. 
 

So, the meeting dates have 
been changed to  
Sunday, March 20 and  
Sunday, May 15. 
 
Mark your calendars!!!  

The Chapter has an excellent library of horological books 
and magazines. For years, Wally Clemens has acted as 
our Chapter Librarian. However, interest in the library has 
fallen. Requests for books and magazines have essen-
tially stopped. Ray Springer approached local municipal 
and school libraries but none are interested in taking over 
the library. 
 

The executive would like your opinion: 
1. Should we maintain the library? 
2. If “Yes” would a member volunteer to take on the 

responsibility? (There are 19 boxes!) 
3. If “No” should we sell or auction the resource? 
 

If you have some thoughts, or if you loaned a book to 
the library and would like it back, please email Gary at  
chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 

mailto:chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca
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CHAPTER WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

The Annual Chapter Wine and Cheese party was hosted this year by Brian and Judy MacDonald at their 
beautiful home, east of Ottawa.  As in the past, our hosts prepared a delectable feast of cheese, fruit, condi-
ments and crackers, attractively displayed along with a fine selection of wines.  For the discriminating, Judy 
prepared an excellent fruit punch which yours truly enjoyed! 
 

The threat of freezing rain didn’t stop our valiant members from making the trek out of town.  The prize win-
ners had to be Garnet and Lois Carswell, who drove in from Silver Lake—a long two hour drive! 
 

As might be expected, the MacDonald’s collection of clocks and watches were the centre of attention.  While 
Brian favours timepieces tied in some way to the Birks jewellery store and it’s predecessors, there were many 
non-Birks items to view such as Canadian railway watches, Vienna regulators, tall case clocks, a ships clock, 
and much more.   In addition to their horological items, Brian and Judy collect art glass and there were many 
exquisite pieces on display throughout their home. 
 

Brian just recently received his 10 year pin from the NAWCC and yes, that is Judy trying to pin it on his shirt 
in the photo below. 
 

Many thanks to Brian and Judy for opening their home to the throng and providing a wonderful event for the 
chapter members. 

Our hosts Brian and Judy MacDonald Ray Springer caught everyone! ($) The Carswells—Winners of the longest trip award 

Maynard Dokken & John Ruhland 
“Smile Maynard!” 

Jan Selles—Where 
do you start? 

Daniel Burgoyne enjoys the 
selection of cheeses 

Kevin West checked out the Chelsea 
Ship’s clock 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

I would like to express our grati-
tude to Brian and Judy MacDonald 
who generously hosted a lovely 
wine and cheese party on Feb. 
28th in their beautiful home. Their 
collections are impressive.  The 
weather held up for the duration of 
the event! 
  

I have just heard back from the 
National Capital Commission that their acquisition 
committee meeting has been postponed to March as 
the original date was right when Ottawa got more 
than 50 cm of snow in one day!  I do understand, 
trust me :) 
  

Thanks again to Gary Fox for the editing, and Dan 
Hudon and Allan Symons for wonderful contributions 
to the newsletter.                   
                                                         Daniel Burgoyne 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

We are fortunate to have members like Dan Hudon 
and Grant Perry who donate their time to help chapter 
members improve their repairing skills.  Dan gives 
courses every year.  In addition, he and Grant have 
organized NAWCC Suitcase Workshops locally sev-
eral times in the past.  This year, the exceptional Fun-
damental Skills for Lathe and Clock Repair course 
is being offered.  The club is underwriting the cost of 
the room for chapter members.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to improve your skills without the expense and 
hassle of travelling to Pennsylvania for a week.  Grab 
the opportunity while you can! 
 

Well, someone reads the newsletter.  Allan Symons 
pointed out that I had misspelled the name of the 
Snider Clock Company in the November issue.  Mea 
Culpa!!  Thanks Allan.  And thanks to Allan, Dan Hu-
don, Daniel Burgoyne and Erin Fox for their contribu-
tions to this newsletter.  It would be dull without you! 
                                                                         Gary Fox 

CHAPTER WINE AND CHEESE PARTY  (CONT’D) 

 

FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS FOR LATHE AND CLOCK REPAIR  

Dan Hudon and Grant Perry have arranged bring the NAWCC Field Suitcase Workshop F200—
Fundamental Skills for Lathe and Clock Repair to Ottawa. (see p. 10 for a complete description). Dave Gorrell, a 
certified trainer with the NAWCC, will travel here to deliver the course. 
  

The 4 day workshop will be held on April 29, 30 and May 1, 2.  Dan and Grant have both taken the course 
and recommend it highly to anyone currently practising or contemplating clock repair.  The cost for chapter 
members is $275 US .  This price includes all materials for completing the class projects.  
  

Anyone requiring more information, or wishing to register for the course can contact Grant 
at: paretime@rogers.com or 613-324-0347.  Class capacity is limited, so if you wish to participate, contact 
Grant as soon as possible.  (Those who have already indicated an interest to Dan must still contact Grant!) 

mailto:paretime@rogers.com
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NAWCC Field Suitcase Workshop F200 Overview  

Fundamental Skills for Lathe & Clock Repair Course; Part I  
The material in this course is a basic skill set that is continued in FSW F201. This four-day basic course prepares the 
student for fundamental Lathe operation and clock repair skills. The student will be taught the characteristics of metals 
used in clocks, metal working skills, and will apply these skills to making parts and tools in class. Tool projects started in 
this F200 class will be completed in the follow-on F201 class and used to complete other tool projects. The course pro-
vides the student with the very important and specific options for purchasing a Lathe along with accessories needed in 
clock repair.  
More specifically, the following general subjects will be covered: 
 

 Different metals used in clocks and their properties.  

 The skills needed to cut, shape, drill, harden, anneal and temper metals for clocks.  

 The making of some basic tools needed for the Lathe.  

 Options for buying a Lathe, spring winder, bushing tool and accessories.  

 There are no prerequisite requirements for this course. Material covered in F200 Discussion on craftsmanship and 
repair philosophy  

    Discussion on metal  
  

1. definitions and processes  
2. and metal compounds used in horology  
3. used in horology  
4. cast iron (pig iron)  
5. refining cast iron to steel  
6. low carbon mild steel  
7. high carbon tool steel  
8. leaded steel  
9. other steel composition  
10. hot roll steel  
11. cold roll steel  
12. other special steel processes  
13. rust & rust inhibitors  
14. hardening information for copper base alloys such 

as brass and bronze  
15. annealing of brass  

    Other Discussions on...... 
 
1. joining metal  
2. measuring tools used in clock repair  
3. drills and drilling as used in clock repair  
4. sawing metals  
5. screw threads  
6. taps & dies  
7. purchasing options for lathes used in 

clock repair  
8. minimum lathe configuration requirements 

for the FSW F201 class  
9. purchasing options for mainspring wind-

ers  
10. purchasing options for bushing tools  

Demonstration by Instructor  
  

1. Hardening and tempering steel  
2. Bluing a screw  
3. Proper use of a ball peen and brass hammers  
4. Procedure to brad a rivet  
5. Soft soldering of metals  
6. Files and filing for clock repair  
7. Drilling & punching clock parts  
8. Softening the ends of mainsprings and punching a 

new hole  
9. Lathe cutting tools  
10. Sharpening gravers  
11. Tapping brass  
12. Threading steel and brass  
13. Chucking reamers  
14. Basic lathe operation  

     Student Projects: 
  
1. Bluing metal   
2. Soft soldering  
3. Practice measuring with various instru-

ments such as calipers and micrometers  
4. Practice grinding gravers for the F201 ex-

tension  
5. Use jeweler’s saw to make lap & face 

plate for the F201 extension  
6. Replacing a clock wheel tooth  
7. Make a pair lifting levers  
8. Make a lap  
9. Make a burnisher  
10. Make a suspension spring (optional).  
11. Make a count-wheel locking lever arm 

(optional). 


