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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, September 25, 2016 

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

*********** 

Presentation 
Collecting Vintage Wristwatches 

JP Tourigny 
*********** 

Show and Tell 
Items starting with the letters  

W, X, Y, Z 

 

Forty six members and guests attended the May 26 meeting 
of the Ottawa Valley Chapter 111, NAWCC.   There were two 
excellent presentations at this meeting. 

 

Electromagnetic Wood Clock 
Paul Williams, Paul Devey and 
friend Kevin Chadwick undertook 
another interesting clock construc-
tion project.  Based on a magazine 
called "Woodworking Projects: Giz-
mos and Gadgets"  they made a 
Wooden Geared clock that uses 
electromagnetic circuitry to keep the 
pendulum in motion.  A magnet is 
secured in the bottom of the pendu-
lum and a electromagnetic coil gives 
it a push with each pass. 
 

Kevin converted the drawings for 
the parts to CAD files and the 

pieces were cut by Paul Williams using the laser cutter at the 
local library.  The principle challenge was that the team had no 
idea how the mechanism worked - it wasn't designed like a 
typical wooden works clock.  For example, the hour hand is 
attached to a "three fingered" piece that works against a cam 
wheel.  Another challenge was that the electronic circuit in the 
magazine didn't work and had to be redesigned by Kevin. 
Then too, the pendulum was difficult to make - they had to do 
it over and over again.   
 

However, in the end, the team suc-
ceeded in building a beautiful and un-
usual timepiece which sadly did not 
keep great time. 
 

The Plewes Cleaning Machine 
Long time member, past Chapter 
President and past newsletter editor, 
Ben Roberts described the late John 
Plewes clock cleaning method.  To 
put the method in context, Ben had to 
explain that John was born in York-
shire, England and the most common 
stereotype of a Yorkshire man is tight 
with money.  John knew how to make 
do with what he had at hand and that 
was clearly evidenced in the clock 
repair course that Ben took from 
John.                                 Cont’d P 2 
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Ben Roberts demonstrates his 
variant of the John Plewes 

clock cleaning machine 

The Electromagnetic Wooden 
Wheel clock 

Paul Devey was surprised at the odd design of 
the Electromagnetic wooden wheel clock 
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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  (CONT’D) 

The cleaning machine consisted of a bucket, an electric motor salvaged from some other device, a wire mesh 
basket from a strainer, and a series of pulleys.  With clock cleaner in the bucket, the clock parts in the basket, 
the motor raised and lowered the basket in the cleaning solution, the method was very effective. 
 

Ben  recalled that John was an irascible individual, but very talented.  He could paint artistically and was an 
excellent machinist. He could do anything that he chose to put his hand to - even write a book! 
 

Ben highly recommended John's book "Repairing & Restoring Pendulum Clocks. 
 

Show and Tell 
For Show and Tell, Peter Schulz presented a private label watch 
from the shop of J. T. Skales.  What caught Peter's interest was the 
designation of Mount Forest, Regina.  Mount Forest is better know 
as a town in Ontario.  After some research, Peter found that not 
only was there a Mount Forest in Regina, Saskatchewan, but that 
Skales was a student of the Canadian Horological Institute in 1910. 
 

Ray Springer provided an update on the Phoenix Project, the resto-
ration of a storied Twiss tallcase clock.  The clock, which was 
owned by Esmond Butler, the longest serving Secretary to the Gov-
ernor General of Canada, will be purchased by the Government of 
Canada and put on display, possibly in the Rideau Hall Cottage, 
home to the Secretary of the Governor General, but currently the 
temporary home of the Prime Minister. 
 

Allan Symons presented differences in the labels of Walter clocks in the collection of his Canadian Clock  
Museum. 
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Peter Schulz’ watch from the shop of J. T. Skales, a 
student of the Canadian Horological Institute 

JOHN JOHNS 

Sadly, we note the passing of John Johns on May 12, 2016.  A very quiet man, John joined 
the club in 2012, but soon developed strong relationships with many members.  John had a 
special interest in the Chelsea Clock Company and its intertwined history with the Vermont 
Clock Company, the Boston Clock Company and various other corporations which involved 
clockmaker Joseph Eastman.  John gave very well researched talks on a crystal regulator 
made by the Vermont Clock Company, as well as a  tandem wind ships clock marked both 
the Boston Clock Company and the Eastman McMillan Clock Company.  John retired as a 
physicist from the National Research Council.  Given his background as a scientist, we all 
benefitted from his excellent research and informative talks.  He will be missed by his fam-
ily and his many friends in the club.  We are sad to lose such a gentle man and gentleman.  
We send our condolences to his family. 
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MAY MEETING PHOTOS 

 

Paul Williams explains the difficulties cutting the dial  
of the Electromagnetic Wooden Works Clock 

Some of the unusual parts made for the  
Electromagnetic Wooden Works Clock 

Our 3 Show and Tell speakers: From the left: Peter Schulz, Ray Springer and Allan Symons 

A great turnout for the May meeting!  But don’t Paul Williams and Kevin Chadwick look pleased with Paul Devey’s presentation? 



 

 

THE BYTOWN TIMES Page 4 

Seth Thomas Quarter-Striking Movement  
Features and Set Up 

 

The Seth Thomas quarter-striking movement first appeared in the late 1930’s as a front-
mounted mechanism engineered to strike the quarters in addition to the hour.  It strikes the 
hour on a single rod and the quarters on twin rods (bim-bam). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This movement differs from the ubiquitous Seth Thomas No. 89 mantle clock movement in having smaller 
plates and wheels, lantern & leaf pinions and the following key features:  
 Wheel trains of 6 instead of 5. 
 A cam & follower mounted on the rear of the movement that works in conjunction with the front-mounted 

rack & snail to control the quarter hour strikes. 
 A star cam with 4 lifting lobes of equal length on the front plate to trigger quarterly strikes. 
 A deadbeat escapement with hardened diamond-shaped steel pallets. 
 

Figures 3 & 4 show the uniquely shaped pallets and pallet assembly.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assembly and setup is similar to most American movements except for the quarter striking mechanism.  To 
make assembly easier, it is recommended to assemble the upper hammer unit and observe the hammer tail’s 
relationship to the star wheel teeth.   
 

The visual guide shown in Figure 5  is included to showcase the proper hour & quarter-strike setup at the rear 
plate.  The diagrams show the position of the rear cam at each quarter and the correct placement of the quar-
ter-strike follower just after warning has occurred.  It is at this point that the quarter-strike follower drops onto 
one of the steps of the cam rim.  The follower moves away from the rim as striking progresses as shown by 
the lower image representing the position of the follower at the end of second quarter striking. Of importance, 
during  warning  for  the  hour  strike, the  follower  must  drop  into  the  cavity shown in the image at far right  

Cont’d P 5 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Fig 1: Front View Fig 2: Rear View 

Fig 3:  A unique pallet shape Fig 4:  The pallet assembly 
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HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S  (CONT’D) 

allowing the strike to be controlled by the front-plate rack & snail.   This is the correct hour setup position.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The illustrations in Figure 5 show the outside view of the cam/
follower.  Not shown is a lobe positioned behind the cam which pre-
vents one strike hammer from functioning at the hour.  
 

The movement described in this article is dated 1946 and is housed 
in a clock case manufactured by the Western Clock Company of 
Peterborough, Ontario (Figure 6).   
 

 
 
 

Andrea Gilpin/Dan Hudon   

Fig 5:  The proper hour & quarter-strike setup at the rear plate 

Fig 6:  The Clock Case made by the  
Western Clock Company 

IT’S AN ELECTION YEAR 

(No, we aren’t referring to the Clinton / Trump affair!) 
 

Every two years, we hold elections to fill the four posts on the executive:  President, Vice President, Treas-
urer and Secretary.  There are additional committees to fill, but the executive positions are the key. 
 
Nominating Committee Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee which has the responsibility of identifying indi-
viduals willing to stand for the positions; presenting the candidates to the membership at the November meet-
ing; and running the election/voting process.  A written description of the role of the committee will be avail-
able  at  the  September meeting.  (You  may  also  obtain  a copy  directly  by  emailing  Gary Fox  at     
chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca.) The committee will be given support and guidance by the current executive. 
 
If you are willing to serve on the committee or to stand for any of the executive positions, please speak 
to Daniel Burgoyne at the September meeting. 
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The Toronto Joint Meeting was held in mid May and many Ottawa Chapter members made their way down 
Highway 401 to take advantage of the Mart.  There were lots of tools, clocks, pocket and wrist watches, and 
books.  There were numerous Pequegnat clocks for sale, everything from a Daisy to a Citadel.  As usual, 
there were plenty of door prizes and both Pete Graham and Garner Carswell were lucky winners. Pete did far 
better than Garnet whose prize was a project clock missing everything but the frame of the case.  Good luck 
with that, Garnet!  The key note presentation was given by Russ Oeschsle, who spoke about a clock maker 
who made a successful business out of giving his clocks away!                                                                            

TORONTO JOINT MEETING 

EASTERN STATES REGIONAL 

At least 13 members of our chapter attended the Eastern States Regional in Syracuse, New York in mid August.  
This two day event included a huge mart, workshops, a display of Pennsylvania Shelf and Bracket Clocks, and two 
WONDERFUL presentations.  There was even an auction!  The Mart seemed a bit smaller this year and there 
were fewer stalls selling used tools, a disappointment to the members interested in doing repairs.  The auction was 
mostly of clocks and, as individuals were not allowed to bid on their own clocks, the prices were excellent 
(although there was a buyers’ premium.)  The presentations were by your humble scribe (on Henry Playtner, of 
course, with new information on the Elgin Watchmakers’ School) and an excellent presentation by Bob Pritzker, 
President of the Toronto chapter, on making an impulse driver to run a slave clock when the master clock is not 

available.  A great show and well worth a visit next year.                                                                    Gary Fox 

Just some of the happy faces at the ESR: Pete and Judy Graham, Peter Schulz, Dan Hudon, Erin Wilson, Andrea Gilpin and Nick Sidor 



 

 

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC 

The club’s annual picnic this year was another smashing success!  Thirty-eight members and guests drove 
out to Little Silver Lake to enjoy a beautiful location, great food and a plenty of conversation.  Our hosts, Jean 
and Bryan Hollebone, not only opened their two beautiful cottages to our throng but, with the help of their 
family, set up tables, bought and prepared food, cooked the burgers and hot dogs and helped clean up after 
us.  The cottages were beautiful, as were the treed lots and the lake shore.  No one  dared to try swimming or 
kayaking, but a number of us sat by the lake just enjoying the scenery.  Our treasurer, Ray Springer nabbed 
everyone as they drove up to the event and he has reported that revenues and expenses balanced out 
nicely. 
 
Many thanks to Bryan, Jean, and their family for making this year’s picnic a wonderful experience and a great 
time for all who attended. 
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Canadian Advertising Clocks 
 

The use of clocks for advertising products in Canada dates back to before 1900.  The museum’s collection of 
wall and mantel examples, most made in Canada, covers the period from the late 1880s to the 1970s. 
 
One of our earliest is an excellent example of the “figure of eight” pendulum wall clocks produced in Edward 
Baird’s Montreal factory during just a short period from about 1887 to 1889. (Fig. 1)  The Canadian dials have 
New York (sales office) and Montreal (the factory).  Shown here is an EL CAZA & HONEYMOON CIGARS 
clock.  The wood cases with molded papier mâché doors were made in Canada.  The time only, spring-driven 
pendulum movements came from Seth Thomas in Connecticut.  By 1890 Baird had moved his factory to 
Plattsburgh in northern New York State.  These clocks are very rare and valuable. 
 
We know that the “diner” clock (Fig. 2), maker unknown, was used in a Winnipeg restaurant because the two 
small ads left of centre are for shops in that city.  The two movies promoted in the right side panels were play-
ing in theatres in 1930.  Note the push-button electric cigarette lighter below the General Electric / Telechron 
clock. 
 
The store counter clock (Fig. 3)with heavy, cast metal case (ACME LITHO stamped into the back) likely dates 
from the 1920s.  The unmarked, windup “tin can” clock with eight-day movement is probably American 
(Waterbury?).  L.O. Grothe & Co. in Montreal (name on the dial and case front) sold cigars, including the 
PEG-TOP and BOSTON brands.  The museum has an empty Grothe PEG TOP cigar box mounted on the 
wall above the clock. 

Many companies in the Toronto area made advertising clocks for various customers in the mid to late 20th 
century.  They used electric motors to drive the clock movements and most had internal lighting with incan-
descent light bulbs or fluorescent tubes.  Case materials ranged from glass and plastic to wood and metal.  
There were several classic product categories for collectors today — soft drinks, service station parts and oil, 
ice cream and milk, beer, cigarettes — and to a lesser extent e.g. insurance, mattresses, and socks.  Some 
of the museum’s many examples show the wide range of styles available.  (Figs 4—11) 

 

                                                                                                                                                           Cont’d P 9 

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

Fig 1: Edw. P. Baird & Co., 
Montreal  

Fig 2: General Electric Advertising clock for 
a diner, maker unknown  

Fig 3: L.O. Grothe & Co. cigars, Montreal  



 

 

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Shonbeck Clock Company (Fred Shon-
beck—Fig. 12) was in production in Hamilton 
during the period 1935 to 1944 (directory list-
ings).  Two versions of the Labatt’s beer por-
celain dial are known, and there may be elec-
tric wall clocks for other beer brands.  
 
The Hobbs Glass Mfg Co. Limited was based 
in London, Ontario.  Full dates are not yet 
known for their clocks, but apparently the 
original Hobbs Hardware company in London 
goes back to around 1900.  Their stained 
glass division is well known.  For sure the 
company was still in business in the late 
1940s.  The clock label   listed   twelve   of-
fices / stores  located                        Cont’d P 10                                                
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Fig 4:  GOR-DON Metal Products, Toronto 

Fig 10:  MacCallum Advertising,  
Thornhill 

Fig 7:  Associated Advertising Ind., Weston 

Fig 6:  Wolfe Bros. Advertising, Toronto 

Fig 5:  Street Display Ser-
vices, Toronto 

Fig 8:  Dairy Products Advertising, Weston 

Fig 9:  TEK Plastics Ltd, Toronto 

Fig 11:  Associated Advertising 
Ind.  

Fig 12:  Shonbeck Clock Company, 
Hamilton  
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

across Canada for glass products for buildings and automobiles.  Their Advertising Dis-
play Division made several versions of colourful glass dial, electric wall clocks.  The com-
monly found models advertise Canada Bud beer (Toronto, ca. 1926–1944).  These Hobbs 
Glass clocks (Fig. 13) are probably quite rare. 
 
The Canadian Neon Ray Clock Company (CNRCC) was in operation in Montreal from the 
early 1940s to the mid 1960s.  They made back-lit round and square electric clocks for 
various products in both English and French customers.  The flat glass dials, with the ad-
vertising and the company name at the bottom, are protected by domed glass covers.  
Note the typical label found on the back of the dished aluminum cases.   
 
This company also produced small and large true neon clocks.  Taking pictures with digi-
tal cameras is a challenge because the neon tubes are greatly over exposed compared to 
the dials.  Some deluxe small models had a multi-coloured tube section and a rotating flat 
glass disc with the seconds hand and a grid pattern at the edge that created an interfer-

ence pattern against the grid pattern on the flat glass dial cover.  The effect is psychedelic! 
 
Pictures of many more Canadian advertising clocks can be found in the Canadian Advertising Clocks GAL-
LERY on the museum’s web site at www.canclockmuseum.ca. 

                                                                                                                                       Allan Symons, Curator  
The Canadian Clock Museum 

Fig 13: Hobbs Glass 
Mfg. London, ON 

Fig 14:  Round English CNRCC clock Fig 15:  Square French CNRCC clock 
Fig 16:  CNRCC label on back  

TOOLS, TOOLS, TOOLS 

 

Have you got watch or clock repair tools that you no longer need?  Perhaps you no 
longer repair or you have duplicates.  Many of our new members are having trouble 
finding good used tools so they can start doing their own repairs.  There will be a 
table set aside exclusively for tools at future meetings.  Bring out whatever you 
have and stand by to explain to the new comers what the tools are for and how to 
properly use them.  Anything from screwdrivers to tweezers are welcome! 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Bonjour à tous,  Hello everyone, 
  

We have come to a change of season  and the return to 
our regular meetings after a wonderful summer. The picnic 
in July was a great success and I would like to thank 
Bryan and Jean Hollebone and their family for hosting it. It 
is such a lovely place. 
  

I can hardly believe that the fall season is so close.  It 
seems that May was just yesterday. I have the same im-
pression about how quickly time has gone by since I vol-
unteered to be President of the club. By the end of 2016, I 
will have been President for four years! That being said, I 
have decided to step down in December. Incidentally, Don 
Purchase will also be stepping down as vice-president at 
the same time, leaving two positions to be filled. 
  

The process of recruiting new volunteers will be discussed 
in greater detail at the September meeting (see the col-
umn about Elections in this newsletter). 
  

Tourlou!                                                Daniel Burgoyne 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

Summer is over and what an eventful time it was.  For 
the adventuresome, there was the Toronto Chapter 
Joint Meeting and the Syracuse based Eastern States 
Regional.  I try to get to both events every year.  
While I don’t come away with new treasures every 
time, I do MOST years!  But the best part is seeing old 
friends and making new ones!   
 
Thanks to Bryan and Jean Hollebone for hosting our 
Annual Picnic at their cottage on Little Silver Lake.  It 
was a great time and no one got sick from my attempt 
at making Pat’s Famous Baked Beans.  (See P12!) 
 
A special “Thank You” to Dan Hudon and Andrea Gil-
pin, Allan Symons, Erin Fox and Daniel Burgoyne for 
their contributions to this newsletter.  Without you, this 
would be a lot of blank pages!                     

        Gary Fox 

CONFESSIONS OF A WATCH COLLECTOR 

My name is Gary and I collect pocket watches.  My nasty secret is that I LOVE watches 
with “complications”.  No, I don’t mean stubborn technical problems that keep a watch 
from ticking, but rather those features that make a watch just a bit more interesting!  
That was my excuse for visiting club member Tim Bryans when he advertised an early 
English Pair Case watch with a calendar function for sale on our chapter Facebook 
page.  He had just what I needed for my “fix”. Check it out, the days 1 to 31 are shown 
in a circle inside the hour markers with a black hand pointing to the date (Figure 1). 
 

I was fascinated by the simplicity of the calendar complication which just involved some 
changes to the Motion Work under the dial.  Figure 2 shows the hour wheel (which car-
ries the hour hand) fitted with an additional toothed gear.  This gear interacts with a new 
wheel (let’s call it “Date Wheel 1”) which has a pin standing perpendicular to the plane of 

the wheel.  As the hour wheel turns, it 
causes the new wheel to turn once in 
24 hours (ie. once for every two turns 
of the hour wheel).  Figure 3 shows 
the second additional wheel (“Date 
Wheel 2”) which carries the date hand.  
This wheel fits over the hour wheel 
and has thirty one teeth — one for 
each possible day in the month.   
 

The pin on Date Wheel 1 moves Date 
Wheel 2, one tooth every 24 hours.   A 
tensioned “stop” lever holds Date 
Wheel 2 in place until  Date Wheel 1 
returns the pin in 24 hours.  NEAT!!! 
                                             Gary Fox 

Modified hour wheel with 
extra gear  

Date Wheel 1 with pin 

Fig. 1: Dial of  
Calendar watch 

Fig. 2: Modified Hour Wheel  
& Date Wheel 1 

Fig. 3: Date Wheel 2 & 
Stop Lever 

Date Wheel 2 with 31 teeth 

Stop Lever and Tension Spring  
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PAT’S BAKED BEANS 

Many years ago, Pat Drysdale brought a roasting pan 
full of delicious baked beans to our annual club picnic.  
The beans were the highlight of all the food at that pic-
nic and were a staple every year thereafter.   
 
When Pat retired from her duties on the picnic organiz-
ing committee, there was much despair among the 
regular attendees, but all was not lost.  Pat never wrote 
down her recipe but passed on her memories to us.   
 
At the picnic this past July, there wasn’t just the de-
mand for the beans. Many members asked for her rec-
ipe.  So, with apologies to Pat for any errors in our tran-
scription, the following is the recipe for Pat’s Famous 
Baked Beans. 
 

Ingredients 
 8 Cups White Navy Beans 
 1 cup molasses 
 1 cup maple syrup 
 3 cups brown sugar 
 12 rashers of bacon, raw, cut small (use good thick bacon!!!!) 
 3 tbsp. Dry mustard 
 1 tbsp. black pepper 
 1 tbsp. Salt 
 1 cup ketchup 
 1/2 to 3/4 can Pepsi 

 

Directions 
 Cover the beans in cold water and leave for 3 hours or overnight 

 Drain the water and discard 

 Cover the beans with fresh water, bring to a boil and boil hard for 2 minutes (no salt) 
 Remove from heat, cover and let stand for 1 hour 
 Re-heat and simmer for 15 minutes 
 Spoon out a few beans - blow on them - they are done when the skin curls  
       (Take a bite of one or two beans.  If crunchy, keep simmering) 
 Drain and save the liquid for later 
 In a large roasting pan mix the beans with the remaining ingredients 
 Bake @ 275 F for 6 hours.  Add reserved liquid if dry. 


