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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, September 25, 2016 

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

*********** 

Presentation 
Collecting Vintage Wristwatches 

JP Tourigny 
*********** 

Show and Tell 
Items starting with the letters  

W, X, Y, Z 

 

Forty six members and guests attended the May 26 meeting 
of the Ottawa Valley Chapter 111, NAWCC.   There were two 
excellent presentations at this meeting. 

 

Electromagnetic Wood Clock 
Paul Williams, Paul Devey and 
friend Kevin Chadwick undertook 
another interesting clock construc-
tion project.  Based on a magazine 
called "Woodworking Projects: Giz-
mos and Gadgets"  they made a 
Wooden Geared clock that uses 
electromagnetic circuitry to keep the 
pendulum in motion.  A magnet is 
secured in the bottom of the pendu-
lum and a electromagnetic coil gives 
it a push with each pass. 
 

Kevin converted the drawings for 
the parts to CAD files and the 

pieces were cut by Paul Williams using the laser cutter at the 
local library.  The principle challenge was that the team had no 
idea how the mechanism worked - it wasn't designed like a 
typical wooden works clock.  For example, the hour hand is 
attached to a "three fingered" piece that works against a cam 
wheel.  Another challenge was that the electronic circuit in the 
magazine didn't work and had to be redesigned by Kevin. 
Then too, the pendulum was difficult to make - they had to do 
it over and over again.   
 

However, in the end, the team suc-
ceeded in building a beautiful and un-
usual timepiece which sadly did not 
keep great time. 
 

The Plewes Cleaning Machine 
Long time member, past Chapter 
President and past newsletter editor, 
Ben Roberts described the late John 
Plewes clock cleaning method.  To 
put the method in context, Ben had to 
explain that John was born in York-
shire, England and the most common 
stereotype of a Yorkshire man is tight 
with money.  John knew how to make 
do with what he had at hand and that 
was clearly evidenced in the clock 
repair course that Ben took from 
John.                                 Cont’d P 2 

VOLUME 36 NO. 4   SEPTEMBER  25, 2016 

Ben Roberts demonstrates his 
variant of the John Plewes 

clock cleaning machine 

The Electromagnetic Wooden 
Wheel clock 

Paul Devey was surprised at the odd design of 
the Electromagnetic wooden wheel clock 
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MAY MEETING PHOTOS 

 

Paul Williams explains the difficulties cutting the dial  
of the Electromagnetic Wooden Works Clock 

Some of the unusual parts made for the  
Electromagnetic Wooden Works Clock 

Our 3 Show and Tell speakers: From the left: Peter Schulz, Ray Springer and Allan Symons 

A great turnout for the May meeting!  But don’t Paul Williams and Kevin Chadwick look pleased with Paul Devey’s presentation? 


