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SEPTEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, November 27, 2016 

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

*********** 

Presentation 
“Time on the Track” 

Doug Janney 
*********** 

Show and Tell 
Items starting with the letters  

A, B, or C 

 

Fifty-seven members and guests attended the September 
2016 meeting of Chapter 111. 
 

Presentation 
 

J. P. Tourigny gave the keynote presentation "Collecting Vin-
tage Wristwatches".  J.P.'s interest in the subject was trig-
gered in part by inheriting his father's Patek Philippe watch.  
Since that time, he has amassed a substantial collection of 
wrist watches which he had on display.  His presentation fo-
cused on the ABC's of collecting vintage wristwatches.   
 

J.P. noted that his collection consists of men's watches and 
not women's.  While vintage women's wristwatches are techni-
cally interesting, most men are not interested in collecting 
something they won't use.  Even female collectors of vintage 
wrist watches tend to prefer early men's watches, since they 
are easier to read, attractive and, given their smaller size com-
pared to today's watches, will fit a woman's wrist. 
 

J.P. went on to give advice on what to look for when consider-
ing a watch purchase, including:  are all the hands present; 
are there cracks or other damage to the dial; is the crystal in 
good shape; what is the condition of the case (a name brand 
watch in an ugly case is worth more than an unknown watch 
make in a beautiful case); and, if you can open the watch 
back, check the number of jewels and the listed adjustments. 
 

J.P. then went on to describe many of the watches in his col-
lection and some of their unique features.  There was a lively 
discussion that demonstrated the members' interest in wrist 
watches and J.P.'s presentation.                      Cont’d P. 2 
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J. P. Tourigny giving his informative talk on collecting wristwatches 

Just some of the 
watches on display 

from  
J.P. Tourigny’s  

Collection 
 

(Clockwise: Orfina, 
Patek Philippe, & 

Sinsa) 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Show and Tell 
 

Doug Janney presented three Waltham automobile clocks which he had mounted on wooden stands, each 
with a picture of the type of car the clock came from.  His collection included a clock from a Hudson Super 
Six; and a clock from a McLaughlin-Buick Touring car. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian MacDonald presented his research on a recently acquired Waltham model 1888 16 size, 17 jewel 
watch in a beautiful 14k gold case.  Family lore indicated that the watch came from Frederick Hathaway Pe-
ters who was Surveyor General of Canada from 1924 to 1948.  However, Brian believes that the watch actu-
ally belonged to Frederick's father Arthur Peters who was an elected member of the Prince Edward Island 
provincial legislature when the watch was manufactured.  Arthur Peters went on to become the ninth premier 
of that province.  Brian's clue to the original owner was his interpretation of the initials engraved on the case.  
Interestingly, the monogram included an image that might be a sail and flag - possibly a reference to his 
mother who was the daughter of the founder of the Cunard Steamship Line. 
 
 

President :      
Daniel Burgoyne    burgoynedaniel@yahoo.ca  
 

Vice President:     
Don Purchase     donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Editor ByTown Times 
Gary Fox                          chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Secretary   
Paul Sonnichsen    chaptersecretary@yahoo.ca 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Auditor:      
Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:    
Wally Clemens   
 

Treasurer:      

Ray Springer    
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   
Dan Hudon         

Doug Janney’s Waltham Car Clocks. The one from the Hudson Super 
Six is on the left. 

Brian MacDonald’s Peters’ Mystery Family Watch 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

The final presentation was a nightlight clock shown by John Ruh-
land.  The clock is believed to date to the early 1900's.  It featured 
a key wound pendulette movement on an alabaster base.  The 
movement turned a glass open topped "globe" with the hours 
painted around the circumference.  A "pointer" on the base indi-
cated the time as the globe turned.  A candle could be placed in 
the globe, highlighting the time at night as the globe turned past 
the pointer.  

 

John Ruhland’s candle lit Nightlight clock with a pendulette movement,  
alabaster base and translucent globe 

SEPTEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 

 

J. P. Tourigny’s wristwatch display Welcome back, Wally John Ruhland & Daniel Burgoyne  Grant & Scott.  Whassup? 
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Threading Made Easier 
   

A lot of information has been written about the use of taps and dies both commercially and 
in the home workshop.  I would like to offer hints to help make small diameter threading 
more manageable for novices or anyone who wants to consistently produce perfectly 
formed and aligned threads. 
 

The objective in threading is to produce threads that allow for the good mating of parts.  Both taps & dies 
must be kept at 90 degrees to the work piece that requires threading or in the case of threading the end of a 
rod, the tap is placed on the same axis.  Turn the tap/die handles about half a turn, then reverse direction to 
release swarf.  Taps are brittle  and continuous  winding can cause the swarf  to bind and result  in tap  
breakage. 
  
The traditional method of threading entails the use of tools such as 
those shown in Figure 1.  Free holding these tools requires good 
sighting abilities and judgement.  The downside of this method is 
the possibility of off-axis threading which can result in incomplete or 
damaged threads.  Screws may not enter threaded holes to the cor-
rect depth and may enter at an angle.  
 

Threading guides eliminate the hazards indicated above by provid-
ing perfect alignment every time while still permitting manual feed-
ing of the tool or work piece thus allowing the operator to feel the 
cutting action and know when to stop feeding the tool.   
 

A guide can easily be made using a hollow-tubed pin vise that is 
capable of grasping small parts.  Such a  vise will accommodate a 
piece of round stock that will slip into the rear of the vise tube and is 
long enough to extend beyond the tube to be grasped by some kind 
of chuck.  The purpose of the rod is to keep the tool straight & allow 
the pin vise to slide back and forth during threading to clear out swarf.  Figure 2 shows the components of a 
pin vise threading guide. 

  

Components to be threaded need to be secured.  To get maximum 
benefit from this threading guide, the tools should be on the same 
plane.  The application of the pin vise as a guide varies depending 
on the tools available in the workshop that can make it possible to 
thread vertically and/or horizontally.  The most likely tool to be found 
in the workshop is the drill press which can easily be configured for 
vertical threading using the pin vise as a threading guide. 
  

The following photos demonstrate different threading methods using 
the pin vise as a guide.  Note, that in all cases, threading is done by 
manually turning the handle and not with mechanised power. Hand 
threading allows the operator to control the amount of torque that is 
applied to the thread and to feel when it is time to stop feeding the 
tap or work piece and reverse the direction of rotation.  Pin vises with 
large handles make it easier to control the threading process. 
 

Figure 3 demonstrates tapping  a clock plate  and making  an internal  
Cont’d P. 5 

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Figure 1: Tee Wrenches 

Figure 2: Hollow tube pin vise threading guide 
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HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S  (CONT’D) 

thread.  A hole is pre-drilled to tapping size in the plate.  The pin vise in the drill 
press is hand-turned and remains at 90 degrees to the plate.  Only a small amount 
of pressure need be applied as the tap will easily thread the hole. 
 
Figure 4 shows an external thread being made using a die that sits flat on a bench 
block at 90 degrees to the work piece and with cutting threads on the same axis as 
the pin vise and piece to be threaded. 
  
Figure 5 shows an internal thread being cut into the end of a rod.  The rod is held 
in a Jacob’s chuck in a bench block.  All parts are on the same axis. 
 
Figure 6 demonstrates horizontal threading using a lathe setup.   Making an inter-
nal thread in what will become a nut.   All parts are on the same axis.   

 
 

Guides may be used to cut an entire screw or to begin the threading process only, in which case tools similar 
to those in figure 1 will be used.    
                                    Dan Hudon 

Figure 3: tapping a hole in  
a clock plate 

Figure 4: Threading a rod using a 
die on a bench block 

Figure 5: threading a hole 
inside a rod 

Figure 6: Threading a part in a lathe set up 

VOLUNTEER FOR AN EXECUTIVE POSITION? 

As mentioned at our last meeting, every two years we hold elections to fill the four posts on the executive:  
President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  Daniel Burgoyne announced at the meeting that he will 
be stepping down after this term is up.  Daniel has provided four years of excellent leadership and service to 
the club.  There has been a growth in membership, greater member involvement in presentations, an exciting 
and varied program, along with numerous other accomplishments. 
 
We are looking for nominations for all four positions.  The incumbent Secretary and Treasurer have agreed to 
stand for their positions for another term, but that doesn’t mean that a member cannot run for those posts.   
 
So, please think about serving.  If you have any questions about the roles and the work involved (it isn’t a lot) 
contact one of the executive (see page 2 for contact information.) 
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Welcome to the five new 
members who joined the 
Ottawa Valley Clock Club 
at our September meeting:  
Jennifer Denman, Igor 
Kabic, Emma Kingsbury, 
Ray Laws and Jean-
Francois Rioux.  (My apolo-
gies to Jean-Francois, as I 
missed him and didn’t man-
age to take his picture!) 
 
You may remember that 
Emma spent time working 
at the Canadian Clock Mu-
seum under the direction of 
Allan Symons this past 
summer.   
 
Take a moment at our next 
meeting to greet our new 
members and find out 
“what makes them tick”! 
 

Gary Fox 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

BOOK SALE (MORE TO COME!) 

The book sale at the last meeting was very successful.  More than half the books on display were sold, pad-
ding the club’s bank account by $264.50.  But there are more where they came from.   
 

There will be 35 books on sale at the November meeting, only some of which are leftover from the Septem-
ber meeting.  In addition, there are 4 DVDs on various watch and clock repair topics.  There are 20 VHS 
tapes on various topics, including a pocket watch repair course, chapter activities, and NAWCC  videos.   
There is a box of Clocks magazines and twelve Model Engineers Workshop magazines.  Finally, there are 
a number of miscellaneous items for sale including a Kodak 4600 slide projector, a flip chart and stand, 
and much more.   
 

Everything will be priced to sell, so bring your wallets!!! 

Emma Kingsbury Ray Laws 

Igor Kabic Jennifer Denman 

TIME FLIES! 

The minute hand on the tower clock of the 
St. Katharinen Church in Hamburg, Ger-
many, fell off overnight, Friday October 14 
and crashed to the ground below.  (Check 
the dial on the right in the picture above.) 
 
No one was hurt as the area was empty at 
the time.  The 20 Kg (44 lb), 2 M (6.5 ft) 
hand could have caused serious damage.   
 
Fire officials checked the hour hand and 
found it to be firmly affixed to the clock.  
There is no explanation for the hand drop-
ping off.  Missing a pin maybe? (Editor) 
 

(From the Associated Press, Oct 16, 2016) 



 

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Hi everyone, 
  
It is with mixed emotions that I announced at the last meeting my decision to not 
let my name stand for another term of two years as President. At the end of this 
year, I will have completed four consecutive years as president and eight as a 
member of the Club. It has been very gratifying to be a member first, and to be on 
the executive.  I have learned about clocks and watches in those years (and there 
is still lots to learn) and have participated in many interesting activities. So many 
great memories! 
  
Above all, I feel privileged to have met so many wonderfully passionate people. In 
addition, the team that is volunteering as the execs and the training coordinator 
has been such a great support and dedicated group that it has made the task very 
enjoyable. Without them, the Club would not be so alive and interesting. If you 
have been considering getting more involved but feel shy or unsure about how to 
participate on the executive committee, I can vouch that the support from the team is second to none; Dan, 
Don, Gary, Paul, Ray and Wally welcomed me and always provided sound advice, always with a lot of re-
spect and consideration. Merci à vous tous chers amis. 
  
The predominant factor that guided my decision is that I am not a collector of watches and clocks. I do own a 
few watches and clocks! My interest is in anything mechanical that runs or that I could repair. I have turned 
my attention for a number of months now to metal working, more precisely machining and welding. I am set-
ting up a home machine shop.  I hope to keep an interest in horology and the Club so I will be sticking around 
as a past President and continue to attend the meetings.  
  
Daniel Burgoyne 
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Daniel has been a great asset to the club over the last four years and a good friend to us all.  He has been 
actively involved in more than just the usual executive and general meetings, taking on responsibility wher-
ever needed and all with good grace.  These photos are just a small sample of his energy, good humour and 
taste for fine wine and cheese!!   Thanks for all your contributions, Daniel.  Don’t be a stranger! 

SOME FUN MEMORIES 
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EARLY WESTCLOX CANADA ELECTRIC KITCHEN CLOCKS 
 

The parent Western Clock Company was set up near Chicago in the 1870s to mass produce alarm clocks 
when that area was still considered “western” North America.  The struggling company finally got rolling in the 
1880s and soon began exporting products to Canada.  In 1920 Westclox opened its first factory outside the 
United States in Peterborough, Ontario to supply the Canadian market.  The Canadian factory closed in the 
mid 1980s after a successful sixty-five year run.  Canadian clocks have Peterborough, Canada at the bottom 
of the dial. 
 

Almost all Westclox products, including windup and electric alarm clocks, pocket watches, and wall clocks, 
had a simple manufacturing date code inside the case, often on a movement plate (e.g. 1   50 means Janu-
ary 1950). 
 

Electric motors for various applications were developed in the 1920s and until the early 1930s most were not 
self-starting.  A knob on the back of electric alarm and table clocks had to be spun after the clock was 
plugged in to start the motor and after every power failure.  For wall clocks there was typically a spring-loaded 
lever on the side that had to be pulled down and released.  The first Westclox “no name” wall clock (metal) 
was introduced in 1933. 
 

Self-starting motors became available in the 1930s, at which time companies such as Westclox and General 
Electric switched over.  But then a new problem arose.  After power was restored, the clock motor would start 
running again but the time was wrong even though the seconds and other hands were turning.   
 

So those companies added a simple mechanism to indicate that the time was not correct.  They put a small 
round hole in the dial below the 12.  Behind the dial was a cardboard or metal plate with one side coloured 
half red and half white.  With the clock plugged in, a manual flick engaged an electromagnet that held the 
spring-loaded plate with white (“normal”) displayed through the hole.  When the power failed, the electromag-
net’s field disappeared and the red part would then be seen through the hole (see the 1950s DUNBAR and 
BELFAST pictures below).  When the motor started again, the colour remained red, indicating that the time 
was wrong.  This function was included throughout the 1940s and into the 1950s for both alarm and wall elec-
tric clocks. 
 

Below are shown nine models of Westclox Canada electric kitchen clocks that range from the first “no name”, 
manual-start 1933 model to various representative models from the 1950s and one from the late 1960s.  For 
most models, various colours of painted metal and then plastic cases were available to match your kitchen 
decor.  The MELODY model case as purchased had a removable flat ring with different colours on each side.  
And of course the home owner could later paint one side of the ring any colour to match changes in the 
kitchen walls paint. 

CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

First model (ca. 1933+,  
manual start, cast metal)  

MANOR  
(1938+, metal, self starting)  

DUNBAR (1946+, power fail-
ure hole, molded plastic)  

BELFAST  
(1948+, power failure hole, metal)  
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

Because kitchens in the early days had electricity outlets only at baseboard level, 
long cords were needed to reach down to the outlets.  By the 1970s, battery mod-
els replaced the need for those ugly cables! 
 

Most dates noted in the captions indicate the first year in the company cata-
logues, based on details in the books and web site listed below.  Some models 
were produced for just a few years, but others were available for a decade or 
more.  Some paper/cardboard dials are found stained by contamination from mo-
tor “emissions”. 
 
There are three excellent American books about the history of the Western Clock 
Company.  These detailed resources for the Westclox collector are often listed for 
sale on eBay by the authors. 
 

Westclox:  An Identification and Price Guide, Gary Biolchini, Schiffer Publishing Ltd,  
     Atglen, Pennsylvania 2003 
Westclox:  Wind-up, Jim Linz, Schiffer Publishing Ltd, Atglen, Pennsylvania 2004 

      Westclox:  Electric, Jim Linz, Schiffer Publishing Ltd, Atglen, Pennsylvania 2004 
 

Bill Stoddard maintains a facts-packed web site as an online source of information and pictures of all things 
Westclox, but especially the alarm clocks, at www.clockhistory.com.  The histories of some other American 
clock companies are included, and Bill also has an online Q & A blog.                            
                    Allan Symons, Curator 

The Canadian Clock Museum  

CLUSTER WORKSHOPS (1ST—400 DAY CLOCKS) 

A series of Cluster Workshops will be organized over the next few months on a variety of clock repair problems.  
The workshops will be organized on Saturday mornings.  No schedule has been set but notice of each workshop 
will be advertised by email.  The workshops will focus on different parts or unique problems associated with clock 
repairs.  There will be one or two resource people to help guide us through the solutions.  The first workshop will 
be on 400 day clocks.  The reason I have described them as cluster workshops as there is only room for 5 peo-
ple sitting around a table. 
 

The seats will be filled on a first come basis, by writing me, Paul Sonnichsen, at Chapter111.secretary@yahoo.ca.  
If there is an overwhelming interest, other groups could be organized and hosted by different individuals and coor-
dinated through me. Let me know if you are interested!                                                            Paul Sonnichsen 

MELODY (1950+, plastic,  
reversible flat metal ring)  

ORB  
(1956+, metal, stained dial)  

FROLIC  
(1957+, plastic)  

SNOWFLAKE 
(1950’s, plastic) 

ORACLE  
(late 1960s, metal)  
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

It’s sad to see a great President step aside as Daniel has.  In four years, he has brought energy, manage-
ment skills, good grace and talent to our group.  But he won’t be lost to the new executive.  As Past Presi-
dent, he will be welcomed to all Executive gatherings. 
 

Don’t miss our feature presentation at the next meeting.  Doug Janney will present 'Time on the Track' - a fo-
cus on the various clocks used by the Canadian Pacific Railway during its history.   
 

I will be away from the next meeting but a number of members (Igor Kabic and Ray Springer) have stepped 
forward to replace me.  Igor and Ray will be taking pictures for the newsletter and Igor will take notes on the 
presentation and the Show and Tell items.  Thanks Igor and Ray! 
 

Also, my thanks to Allan Symons and Dan Hudon for two excellent articles in this issue.  You guys are great! 
Gary Fox 

CHEQUES 

This is a note for all members paying their dues by cheque.  The TD bank is getting very strict on the name 
inserted on the “Pay to the Order Of” portion of a cheque.  They will now refuse all cheques made to 
“NAWCC Chapter 111” or any similar name.  If you make out a cheque to the club, it should be made to the: 
Ottawa Valley Watch and Clock Collectors Club.                                                                                    Ray Springer 

MONTREAL CHAPTERS’ INVITATIONAL MEETING 

The Montreal chapters held their annual open meeting once again in October at 
the Ukrainian Youth Centre.  President Ron Spence gave a warm welcome to all 
attendees including five from Ottawa —  Paul Devey, Andrea Gilpin, Kevin West, 
Peter Schulz and yours truly.  While there were not as many tables as in the past, 
there was a large variety of goodies to tempt us.  Kevin walked away with an in-
triguing wall clock from Molson’s Brewery while I managed to acquire a Columbus Railway King project 
watch.  There were a lot of tools and a very nice selection of Marine Chronometers. Peter Kushnir displayed 
his usual extensive collection of Carriage Clocks and wrist and pocket watches.  I have never left this meeting 
without some treasure.  The selection of items is quite different from what we generally find in Ottawa.  It is 
well worth the visit.  Ron tells me that the open meeting will be held on the same weekend next year!  Try to 
make it. The trip can easily be done in a day and is well worth the drive.                                            Gary Fox                                       


