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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, January 22, 2017 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
 

*********** 

Presentation 
Annual Trash & Treasure Auction! 

*********** 

Show and Tell 
 

The Show and Tell will be open for this 
meeting.  Bring any item of interest. 

 

Fifty-one members and guests attended the November chap-
ter meeting. 
 

As keynote speaker, Doug Janney presented “Time on the 
Track”, a history of the standard (comparison) and dispatcher 
clocks that were in use on the Canadian Pacific Railway dur-
ing the early 20th century, i.e. 1910, up to and including the 
1970s.  
 

Doug’s fascination with railway time was in part due to his 

family’s long history of involvement with railways in North 

America and Siberia!  As one example, Eli Hamilton Janney 

invented and patented the Janney Coupler in 1873, which is 

still in use on railways cars today.   
 

Doug went on to describe the history behind the need for ac-

curate time on railways, beginning with the head-on collision 

of two trains of the Lakeshore Railroad near Kipton, Ohio.  

The investigation of the incident revealed that the watches 

used by the engineers on the two trains differed by several 

minutes.  It is well known history that Webb C. Ball, a re-

spected jeweller from Cleveland, Ohio, established a watch 

inspection system and standards for railway watches which 

was soon accepted and used by railways across North Amer-

ica. 
 

The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) established standards 

for pocket watches early on and, in 1910, they also standard-

ized their “comparison clocks.    At the       Continued Page 2                                
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Doug Janney giving his talk 
“Time on the Track” 

Bob Emond speaking of his time 
with the CPR 

Doug Janney’s 15 Jewel Zenith  
Chronometer Dispatcher’s Clock 
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NOVEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 

 

Two more dispatchers’ clocks from Doug’s 
collection—a quartz Imhof (left) & a Waltham 

15 Jewel mechanical movement (right) 

Bob Emond discusses the railway 
memorabilia that he brought for display 

with Daniel Burgoyne  

Doug’s collection includes items from the 
Grand Trunk Railway, in addition to the 
Canadian Pacific.  This mirror sign is  

lettered in gold leaf 

An Orrery project seen at the meeting 

An excellent turn out at the meeting Some Mart Table items 

More Mart sale items 

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

Yes indeed, there will be a wine 
and cheese social this year.  Our 
gracious hosts will be Bryan and 
Jean Hollebone.  The date is Sun-
day February 18, 2017 from 2 to 
5 PM.  An invitation will be sent 
out shortly with all the details in-
cluding the price and address.  
See you there! 

ON-LINE DISCUSSION FORUM 

A number of members have recently asked whether 
there was an on-line forum where members could 
exchange ideas, ask questions and seek advice on 
difficult repairs.  There is!!  Some time ago, Daniel 
Burgoyne opened a Facebook page for members.  
You need to join Facebook, and request entry to the 
“Ottawa Valley Watch and Clock Club”.  There are 
currently 18 members on-line.  Why not join and be-
come part of this exciting group???? 


