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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, January 22, 2017 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
 

*********** 

Presentation 
Annual Trash & Treasure Auction! 

*********** 

Show and Tell 
 

The Show and Tell will be open for this 
meeting.  Bring any item of interest. 

 

Fifty-one members and guests attended the November chap-
ter meeting. 
 

As keynote speaker, Doug Janney presented “Time on the 
Track”, a history of the standard (comparison) and dispatcher 
clocks that were in use on the Canadian Pacific Railway dur-
ing the early 20th century, i.e. 1910, up to and including the 
1970s.  
 

Doug’s fascination with railway time was in part due to his 

family’s long history of involvement with railways in North 

America and Siberia!  As one example, Eli Hamilton Janney 

invented and patented the Janney Coupler in 1873, which is 

still in use on railways cars today.   
 

Doug went on to describe the history behind the need for ac-

curate time on railways, beginning with the head-on collision 

of two trains of the Lakeshore Railroad near Kipton, Ohio.  

The investigation of the incident revealed that the watches 

used by the engineers on the two trains differed by several 

minutes.  It is well known history that Webb C. Ball, a re-

spected jeweller from Cleveland, Ohio, established a watch 

inspection system and standards for railway watches which 

was soon accepted and used by railways across North Amer-

ica. 
 

The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) established standards 

for pocket watches early on and, in 1910, they also standard-

ized their “comparison clocks.    At the       Continued Page 2                                
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Doug Janney giving his talk 
“Time on the Track” 

Bob Emond speaking of his time 
with the CPR 

Doug Janney’s 15 Jewel Zenith  
Chronometer Dispatcher’s Clock 
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NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Cont’d from P1 
beginning of each shift, employees who were required to rely on their watches (eg. conductors and engi-
neers) had to synchronize their timepieces with the station’s standard or comparison clock.   
 
Doug described the makes and models of the CPR standard clocks and presented some of his collection of 
these interesting timepieces. 
 
Bob Emond followed Doug and talked about his experience as a long time employee of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway.  Bob joined the CPR in 1972 as a Trainman and eventually qualified as a Locomotive Engineer 
through on-the-job training and various examinations.  Bob retired after 38 years of service.  
 
His talk was a series of vignettes about life on the railway.  Like all engineers, Bob carried a watch which was 
subject to rigid inspections as outlined in the CPR Rules and Procedures Manual—a copy of which he 
brought for display.  He spoke of his experience running a train in a “black zone”, a single track where trains 
ran in both directions.  He described the unique system used by engineers and station masters to pass mes-
sages.  It involved a whip–like device which was used to snag messages without having to stop the train.  
You can see the device in the photo on page one of this issue.  In another story, Bob told of an experience 
where, as engineer, he saw and took pictures of a bear and two cubs crossing the line in front of his fast mov-
ing engine.  He wasn’t sure if they made it to safety and so he returned afterwards to look for any indication 
that the train might have struck one or more of them.  He was relieved to find that the bears had all survived 
the near miss.    
 
Members and guests peppered Bob with questions on his experience as an engineer.  In all, it was a very 
interesting talk. 

President :      
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Locomotive Engineer, Bob Emond, 
took this photo of bears crossing the 

tracks in front of his train 

 

Another Zenith CPR  
Dispatchers’ Clock from  

Doug Janney’s Collection 

 

Some of the Canadian railway clocks from 
Doug Janney’s collection 
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NOVEMBER MEETING PHOTOS 

 

Two more dispatchers’ clocks from Doug’s 
collection—a quartz Imhof (left) & a Waltham 

15 Jewel mechanical movement (right) 

Bob Emond discusses the railway 
memorabilia that he brought for display 

with Daniel Burgoyne  

Doug’s collection includes items from the 
Grand Trunk Railway, in addition to the 
Canadian Pacific.  This mirror sign is  

lettered in gold leaf 

An Orrery project seen at the meeting 

An excellent turn out at the meeting Some Mart Table items 

More Mart sale items 

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

Yes indeed, there will be a wine 
and cheese social this year.  Our 
gracious hosts will be Bryan and 
Jean Hollebone.  The date is Sun-
day February 18, 2017 from 2 to 
5 PM.  An invitation will be sent 
out shortly with all the details in-
cluding the price and address.  
See you there! 

ON-LINE DISCUSSION FORUM 

A number of members have recently asked whether 
there was an on-line forum where members could 
exchange ideas, ask questions and seek advice on 
difficult repairs.  There is!!  Some time ago, Daniel 
Burgoyne opened a Facebook page for members.  
You need to join Facebook, and request entry to the 
“Ottawa Valley Watch and Clock Club”.  There are 
currently 18 members on-line.  Why not join and be-
come part of this exciting group???? 
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Dealing With Barrel Bulge  
 

In this 1930’s German movement, barrel bulge resulted from a sudden release of energy 
when the inner mainspring coil unhooked from the winding arbor retainer.  Damage spread 
beyond the barrel when the cap popped off allowing the barrel to tilt and the barrel gear to 
strike and bend the time second arbor.  This article deals with the techniques used to re-
move the bulge, re-shape the barrel wall and construct a new barrel hook in the same style as the original 
one.   
 

Figure 1 shows the movement when removed 
from the case.  The image shows that the bar-
rel cap has popped off allowing the barrel to tilt 
on its arbor.   
 
Figure 2 shows the resulting barrel bulge.   
 
The barrel wall was tackled first.  The objective 
was to remove the bulge and return the barrel 
tube to it’s original shape.  A solid base allow-
ing for the re-shaping of the barrel wall was re-
quired.  To accomplish this, a piece of round 
steel rod was held in a machinist vise and its 
outer end inserted into the barrel tube to serve 
as an anvil.  The steel rod was a close fit inside 
the tube making the curvatures of both closely 
similar thus facilitating the re-shaping process 
as shown in Figure 4.  
 
 

Figure 3 shows the steel rod anvil.  The hole near the outer end is useful 
when it is possible to retain & re-use the existing rivet while pushing 
down the barrel wall.  In this case, a new rivet was made & the staking 
was done over a solid part of the rod.  The rod is approximately 1 ½” in 
diameter. 
 
Some repairers prefer to apply hammer blows directly to the barrel wall 
with a steel hammer.  We opted for the use of a brass punch to mini-
mize marring the brass.  The working face of the brass punch was 
prepped beforehand by removing dents, scratches and other markings 
to avoid transferring patterns to the barrel wall.  If a steel hammer is to 
be applied directly to the brass, the striking face should also be 
prepped.    Figure 4 shows Andrea applying moderate force as the 
punch is moved over the bulge area.   
                                                   

Figure 5 shows the result.  The bulge has been removed, the original 
rivet hole made round again and we are ready for the next step.   
 

When the bulge occurred, the barrel hook became loose and fell off.  It 
was decided to make a new hook instead of attempting to re-install the 
existing one which was slightly warped.                    Continued Page 5                                

HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S   

Fig. 1: Note the tilt of the barrel arbor 
and that the barrel cap has popped 

Fig. 2: The barrel bulge is  
highlighted 

Fig. 3: The steel rod anvil 

Fig. 4: Andrea uses a brass punch to remove 
the barrel bulge.   

Moderate force is al that is required 
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HOROLOGICAL HINTS AND HOW-TO’S  (CONT’D) 

The new hook was designed to fit perfectly into the refurbished hole. 
 
The diameter and height dimensions of the hook are important to the 
design.  Not to be forgotten is the correct dimension that will accommo-
date the mainspring thickness when the spring is returned to the barrel 
hook.  The hook needs to allow the spring to slip under the inside rivet 
head & properly seat itself.  The design also needs to allow for easy 
staking of the rivet into the barrel wall.  A small chamfer placed on the 
outside edge of the hole allows the metal to spread into the chamfer 
during staking to secure the piece  
            
The spring retainer hook is easily made with a lathe.  The design is as 
shown in Figure 6.  Figure 7 is a side view of the barrel wall.  The re-

tainer head and body are on the inside of the wall and the smaller diameter riveting end barely protrudes from 
the outside wall.  Everything is a snug fit.  A few light taps with a hammer secures the retainer in the barrel.    
 

Figure 8 is a partial view of the barrel.  The hook has been riveted in place, the end has been rounded and 
final shaping to match the original is being carried out.                                       
               Dan Hudon and Andrea Gilpin 

Fig. 5: The bulge has been removed and the 
hole made round 

Fig. 6: The rivet as designed 

 
Fig. 7: The retainer is shown in 
the barrel.  Note the space left 

for the thickness of the  
mainspring 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 8: The  
retaining hook 
is shown after 
riveting and 

shaping 
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS   

Seth Thomas Brand Clocks Made in Canada 
 

The Seth Thomas Clock Company was a major manufacturer in Connecticut throughout the 1800s and most 
of the 1900s.  Seth Thomas (born 1785) and Silas Hoadley were employed in Eli Terry’s factory in Plymouth, 
Connecticut in 1806 to make wood mantel clock movements.  Around 1810 they purchased Terry’s factory to 
continue wood clocks production, but in 1813 Seth Thomas sold his share and set up his own factory.  Pillar 
and scroll style mantel clocks with wood movements were made in the 1820s, and then Jerome-style “looking 
glass” mantel clocks in the 1830s.   
 
Brass movements were introduced by Chauncey Jerome in the late 1830s.  Seth Thomas acquired the rights 
and had switched to making brass movements clocks by 1842.  He later set up his own sheet brass rolling 
mill by 1852.  Seth Thomas died in 1859.  He was formally honoured in 1865 for his contributions when Ply-
mouth Hollow, Connecticut was renamed Thomaston.  Many more details about his life and businesses can 
be found in the book Seth Thomas Clocks & Movements, 3rd edition, Volume 1, 2004 by Tran Du Ly 
(Arlington Books). 
 
In 1931 Seth Thomas Clocks became a division of General Time Instruments Corporation, later known as 
General Time Corp.  The latter company already owned Westclox.  Soon Seth Thomas brand alarm, mantel, 
and wall clocks were being made in the Westclox Canada factory in Peterborough, Ontario for the Canadian 
market.  General Time Corp. became a division of Talley Industries in 1970.  Separate advertising brochures 
were produce for the Seth Thomas brand clocks.  The Peterborough factory stopped all production in the 
early/mid 1980s when the Thomaston, Connecticut facility closed. 
 
This column focuses on “Canadian” Seth Thomas brand clocks made in Peterborough from the early 1930s 
to the early 1980s. 
 

Alarm Clocks:  Compared to the regular mass-produced Westclox models that included Big Ben and Baby 
Ben, the more expensive Seth Thomas windup models had fancier cases but the same high quality move-
ments.  The wood and Catalin plastic case alarm clocks, pictured below, are very collectible today.  Electric 
alarm clock models were also available. 

Mantel Clocks:  The following “humpback” models are known, based on clock labels:  PORTSMOUTH, PEM-
BROKE, BRISTOL, STRATFORD, PORTLAND, STRATHROY, SELKIRK, SHELDON, and BELLEVUE.  
They were made in the late 1940s into the 1950s.  Both spring-driven and electric motor versions were avail-
able for most models.  Time and strike and Westminster chimes were options for many, with the latter using 
the American type 124 movement.  The   movements   were   dated  with  a  simple  code; for  example 05 53            

 

Catalin plastic wind up alarm clock 
RD 1931 nickel-plated move-
ment cover “Made in Canada” 

Wood cased wind up  
alarm clock 

ANTIQUE model  
electric alarm clock 
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CLOCK MUSEUM NEWS  (CONT’D) 

means May 1953. 
 

The museum has examples of several of the electric versions and the nine spring-driven “humpback” models, 
with pictures of two shown here.  Also included is the recently acquired, square-shaped PRINCETON model 
which has the 124 chimes movement (dated 11 49) and standard Peterborough label.  The electric versions 
are recognized by the “missing” key holes in the dial. 

 

 
 
Wall Clocks:  Several starburst wall 
models were produced in the 1960s 
and 1970s.  They competed with a 
larger number of Westclox models, 
and with the dozens of Snider mod-
els made in Toronto at the time.  
There was also at least one pendu-
lum time only, wood-cased wall 
clock, which is shown to the left. 
 

    
Allan Symons, Curator  

The Canadian Clock Museum 

PRINCETON Model  
Mantle Clock 

 

STRATHROY Pendulum model, time & Strike 
PORTSMOUTH pendulum model  

Westminster Chimes  

Mantel clock case  
paper label 

Wind Up, Time & Strike 
Mantel Clock Movement 

Wind Up Mantel Chimes 
124 Movement 

Electric Motor Mantel  
Movement 

 

CONCEPT Model, a starburst wall clock 
Pendulum wood case  

wall clock 
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BOOK SALE RESULTS 

The November meeting featured the second sale of the club’s library materials. The books, magazines and a 
good number of CDs and videos were sold for $202.50.  With the sales from the previous meeting, the club 
has added a total of $552.00 to its bank account.   
 
Two notable books sold were: The Pequegnat Story by Jane and Costas Varkaris, and Extreme Restora-
tion by T.E. Temple.  There are some books, videos and some Clocks magazines left as well as the Kodak 
projector with 2 extra bulbs and three slide trays.   
 
Ray would really like to sell the slide projector so if anyone is interested in making an offer of $20 or more 
they should contact him directly at celineandray@bell.net.   
 
The book: Early Canadian Timekeepers was not sold, so it is now available to any member for $40 - a great 
price you won't find elsewhere.  Contact Ray through his email above. 
 
The last of the unsold items will be made available at later meetings. 

 ELECTION RESULTS 

The election for the club’s executive positions was held at the Novem-
ber meeting.  Don Purchase was unanimous choice for President, while 
Brian MacDonald ran unopposed to replace Don as Vice President.   
 
Everyone will recognize Don, who has sat at the front door of every 
meeting, collecting dues and tracking the membership.  Don has also 
been host to the club picnic at his beautiful “country estate”!  Brian has 
been very active in the chapter, giving numerous well-researched talks 
and, with his wife Judy, hosting the Wine and Cheese social.   
 
Ray Springer and Paul Sonnichsen, the incumbent Treasurer and Secretary respectively, retained their posi-
tions.  Dan Hudon will continue to serve as the Chair of the Education Committee and Gary Fox will also con-
tinue as Editor of the ByTown Times.  Daniel Burgoyne will remain on the executive as Past President.   
 
After serving six years as President and four years as Past President, Wally Clemens can finally attend our 
meetings with no responsibilities (except for guarding his wallet at the Mart tables!).  Thank you for your ser-
vice, Wally! 

Don Purchase Brian MacDonald 
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CLUSTER WORKSHOP 

Jean-Francois joined our club at 
the September meeting, but your 
humble editor missed him and was 
unable to post his picture in the 
November issue! 
 
Fortunately, Igor Kabic caught up 
with Jean-Francois at the Novem-
ber meeting. 
 
Take a moment at our next meet-
ing to greet Jean-Francois and ask about his inter-
ests!!                                                                                                                                    Gary Fox 

WELCOME JEAN-FRANCOIS RIOUX! 

Why is Emma Kingsbury smil-
ing?  Because she will be col-
lecting dues at the front door 
starting with the January meet-
ing. 
 

After Don Purchase was 
elected President in November, 
he, with tears in his eyes, sadly 
gave up his role as the tax  (Ummm…. dues) collec-
tor. 
 

On the bright side, the dues remain the same in 
2017! 

OUR NEW DUES COLLECTOR! 

The First Cluster Workshop was held December 3 with a total attendance of 8 people.  The focus of the work-
shop was the repair of Anniversary Clocks.   Thanks to Colin Smethurst, Garnet Carswell and Kevin West for 
being our resource persons. 
 

The workshops are meant to be small, of short duration, using Resource people from the Association and to 
learn and socialize.  The first workshop was enjoyed by all.  The next workshop will be in January.  The topic 
will be clock problem diagnostics. 
 

Contact Paul Sonnichsen via email if you are interested in attending:  chapter111.secretary@yahoo.ca. 

Did you know that the Peace Tower clock is turning 90 in 
2017?  Apparently the clock was a gift from the United King-
dom in 1927 to mark the 60th anniversary of Canadian confed-
eration.  The original mechanism is on display in the tower but 
no longer works (it’s operated by a motor located 10 storeys 
down the tower from the face of the clock).  

Erin Fox 
 
As another interesting fact, there are over 370 carvings on the 
Peace Tower, including gargoyles, grotesques and friezes! 
                         Editor 

DIOD YOU KNOW? 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

Happy New Year everyone.  I hope that you all have 
thought about our club and your hobby while making 
your New Year’s resolutions.  Maybe this is the year 
that you will give a talk at one of our meetings (it 
doesn’t have to be formal—a Show and Tell can be 
just as interesting and informative); attend one of our 
workshops, or; attend another chapter’s meeting like 
the Toronto Invitational in May or the Montreal Chap-
ters’ joint show in the fall.  Perhaps a trip to the Syra-
cuse New York regional in August would be in order.  
(I gave a presentation there last year.) 
 

I would like to give a special thanks to the members 
who came to my aid by taking pictures and notes at 
the November meeting while I was playing Father-of-
the-Bride in Cuba!  This was first meeting I have 
missed since becoming your editor!)  Wally Clemens, 
Ben Roberts and Ray Springer took photos, while 
Igor Kabic took notes in addition to photos.   
 

A big “Thank You” also to Allan Symons and Dan 
Hudon for their excellent articles—especially after all 
the pressure to be finished a week earlier than nor-
mal.  (When the first of the month is on a Sunday, 
there is one less week to finish the newsletter before 
the meeting!)  

ANNUAL TRASH & TREASURE AUCTION 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Happy New Year and welcome to 
2017. As the new President of the 
Club I am excited to work with the  
Executive and Club Members to build 
on the excellent work of our Past 
Presidents, Executive and in particu-
lar our newest Past President, Daniel 
Burgoyne.  Thank you all! 
  

The Ottawa Valley Watch and Clock Collectors Club 
is a dynamic organization with an enviable Newslet-
ter, web site, Facebook page, dynamic hands-on 
Courses, valued meeting Presentations and Special 
Interest Groups.  We will build on this list with addi-
tional Special Interest Groups and Cluster Meet-
ings.  The newest Special Interest Group will focus on 
researching, designing and building main spring wind-
ers, an essential tool for anyone interested in clock 
repairs.  Cluster meetings are one day gatherings of 
Club members to share expertise in common repair 
or collecting topics.  The first meeting addressed re-
pair techniques on anniversary clocks.  Future meet-
ing topics will be announced. 
  

Club meetings will witness the introduction of a Re-
pair Table, for members having difficulty with re-
pairs.  Clocks, or clock parts are brought to the table 
and during meetings other members can share diag-
nostics and repair suggestions.  I for one would really 
benefit from this. 
  

2017 is, of course, the 150th anniversary for Can-
ada.  In recognition of this the Club will participate in 
a 150th celebration activity, ideas for which will be dis-
cussed during our January meeting.  Some excellent 
ideas have already been generated and I’m looking 
forward to discussing these and more during the 
meeting.   
  

We are privileged to have a membership motivated to 
learn, share ideas, skills and to socialize.  An exciting 
year awaits us! 

Don’t forget that January’s meeting will feature our Annual Trash and Treasure Auction!  Bring all that stuff 
hidden in boxes under your work bench that you know you will never use or get around to fixing and make a 
bit of money!                                                               
     

REMEMBER!!!  There is No Mart at the January Meeting—just the auction!! 

MAKING A SPRING WINDER 

Paul Sonnichsen and Don Pur-
chase have established a project 
to investigate and build a clock 
mainspring winder.  Six chapter 
members have signed on.  If you 
wish to join them, please contact:  

Paul at chapter111.secretary@yahoo.ca or  
Don at donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Members who have done this before or who would 
like to build one would be welcome!  There are a lot 
of options, even like the one pictured made with a 
wood frame! 


