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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Our next meeting  
1:00 PM, March 26, 2017 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
 

*********** 

Presentation 
Intro to Observatory Chronometers  

Igor Kabic 
 

*********** 

Show and Tell 
Brought to you by the letters...  

D, E, and F 
 

 

Over forty members and guests attended the January meet-

ing of the Ottawa Valley Watch and Clock Club. 
 

As a first order of business, the new executive were intro-

duced to the members and photographed for posterity!  (No 

cameras were harmed in this exercise!) 
 

Presentation 
Typically, our January meeting features just our “Annual 

Trash and Treasure Auction”, but this year, as an added bo-

nus, Paul Devey presented  us the Ferguson Paradox.  
 

James Ferguson was the self educated son of a Scottish 

crofter. Born in 1710, he was a man of many talents. By the 

age of ten, he was studying the stars while tending sheep and 

making models of spinning wheels and mills. He later built a 

wooden clock and a watch with whalebone springs!   
 

Paul’s presentation focussed on Ferguson’s paradox, an un-

usual device which can be used to operate an Orrery.  The 

mechanism arose out of a challenge he had with a watch-

maker.  Ferguson 

claimed that he could 

build a mechanism 

where there was a thick 

wheel which meshed 

with three thin wheels 

stacked one atop the 

other and that, in turn-

ing the thick wheel, one 

of the thin wheels  
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Your executive (Left to right):  Ray Springer, Treasurer; Brian Mac-
Donald,  Vice President; Paul Sonnichsen, Secretary; Don Purchase, Presi-

dent; Gary Fox, Newsletter Editor; Dan Hudon, Education Director;  
Emma Kingsbury, Membership Co-ordinator 

Paul Devey describing the  
Ferguson Paradox 

An engraved image of Ferguson’s Orrery 
based on his mechanical Paradox 
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JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (CONT’D) 

Auction 
Following the presentations, the annual auction was held with Daniel Burgoyne acting as Auctioneer and Paul 
Sonnichsen showing all the items.  Many clocks, watches and tools changed hands, ensuring that the 2017 
auction was another great success! 

Daniel is the Auctioneer 
and Paul shows the item—

a great team! 

Why does Emma look so 
happy?  Members are 

paying their dues! 

It’s always great to 
have Jordan Renaud 
back to the meetings! 

And, just what are Paul Williams  
and Peter Schulz smiling about??? 

SOME AUCTION ITEMS 

 


