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ALLAN SYMONS RECEIVES AWARD 

From the left, Tammy Adkin (Chair of the 2010 OMA Awards Committee), 
Kathleen Powell (OMA President), The Honourable Michael Chan (Ontario 
Minister of Tourism and Culture), and Allan accepting the award.                                                                          
(Photo by G Iddon) 

Chapter member Allan Symons was recently honoured for his contributions to the museum field in Ontario 
during the past eleven years.  These included his work with the Renfrew County Museums Network and 
The Canadian Clock Museum that he opened in May of 2000, when he hosted the first of several Ottawa 
Chapter meetings.  He received a Lifetime Achievement Award of Excellence from the Ontario Museum 
Association (OMA) at its annual conference, which was held this year in October in Toronto.  The award 
was presented by The Honourable Michael Chan, Ontario Minister of Culture and Tourism. 
 
Part of the OMA’s online citation reads:  It was a passion for clocks that led Allan Symons to his second 
career as a museum professional.  After a long career as a chemistry research scientist, Symons retired 
early to create Canada’s only formal clock museum, The Canadian Clock Museum in Deep River,  

Ontario.  He financed, organized and 
opened the museum on his own, and today 
he continues to act as curator, exhibit de-
signer, acquisitions manager, tour guide, 
bookkeeper, assistant conservator, mainte-
nance man, gardener, and web site main-
tainer.  In the process, Allan has also be-
come a valued colleague and an effective 
advocate for heritage and museums. 
 
Fellow Ottawa Chapter member Jordan 
Renaud has been involved with this unique 
museum from the beginning, contributing 
his restoration skills regularly as its Conser-
vator. 
 
Congratulations, Allan! 
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About Chapter 111 

The November 28 meeting of the chapter was a journey down mem-

ory lane.  With the closure of the Qualicum and Graham Park Community 

Centre, we were forced to find a new home for our meetings and the Ottawa 

Citizen came to our rescue, renting us the main conference room in their 

headquarters.  The chapter met there for many years before moving to Quali-

cum, and perhaps that was why we saw so many old faces.  About 50 mem-

bers and guests attended. 

How to Photograph Clocks and Watches:  After the business of 

the chapter was covered by President Wally Clemens, Angie Dunn, an in-

structor in photography at Algonquin college gave a highly informative talk on 

tips and techniques for taking pictures of clocks and watches.  Angie focused 

on several keys to good images, including Focus, Exposure and Composi-

tion.  She then went on to discuss the specific challenges of photographing 

watches and clocks—reflection and shadows.  She provided tips and tech-

niques for addressing both and showed how inexpensive items from art 

shops could be used in place of expensive equipment. 

Show and Tell was fascinating as usual.  Mel Nash presented an early 

Elgin Pocket Watch which he repaired for Russell Needham.  The watch, with 

serial number 9161, dates to 1867, when Elgin was known as the National 

Watch Co.  It bears the name of an early investor in the company, Mat Laflin. 

                     (Cont’d P. 3) 

The Ottawa Valley Chapter 111 of the National Association of 
Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC), is a club for collectors, 
restorers and researchers interested in antique clocks and 
watches.  
 
Chapter meetings take place five times each year, on the fourth 
Sunday of January, March, May, September, and November. 
Doors open at 1:00 PM.  Meetings have a varied agenda, includ-
ing club business, a Mart for the buying and selling of trash and 
treasures, and presentations on clocks, watches, tools, repair 
techniques and history.   
 
Chapter members enjoy two annual social events: a Wine and 
Cheese party in November, and a Picnic BBQ in July.   
 
Courses on clock and watch repair are offered throughout the 
year.  
 
Annual Dues for chapter members is $20. Chapter members 
should also be a member of the NAWCC. NAWCC dues are $65 
US funds.  The NAWCC is based in Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
where their world-class museum is located.  Check out their web-
site at www.NAWCC.org.  While surfing the net, check out our 
chapter website at www.ottawaclocksandwatches.ca 
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Officers & Contacts 

President & Librarian:  
 Wally Clemens    wallysc@rogers.com 
 (613)  832-3085 
 

Vice President:  
 Georges Royer    groyer@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer and Show & Display Coordinator:  
 Grant Perry     grant@ottawatimecompany.com  
 

Secretary &  Bytown Times Editor:  
 Gary Fox         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Program & Social Committee:  
 Sharon Boyle 
 Erin Fox           erinfoxnawcc111@gmail.com  
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:  
 Dan Hudon      danhudon@sympatico.ca 
 

Member at Large: 
 Ray Springer   celineandray@bell.net 
 

Membership Chair:  
 Veronica West 
 

Auditor:  
 Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:  
 Maynard Dokken 

Angie Dunn presenting how to photograph 
watches and clocks 

MEETING AT OUR NEW—OLD HOME 
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MEETING AT OUR NEW  - OLD HOME (CONT’D) 

Show and Tell  (Cont’d from. P 2) 

Among other problems that Mel had to correct was a steel pin used in place 

of the roller jewel.  Fortunately, Mel had a proper replacement part and was 

able to complete the repair. 

 

Peter Kushnir spoke of a  Gruen watch that he disassembled recently for re-

pair.  The underside of a wheel was clearly marked Rolex.  Prior to building 

their own factory, Rolex purchased movements from other companies.  It 

would appear that after Rolex ended their relationship with Gruen, leftover 

parts were used in Gruen watches.  In this case, the wheel was turned upside 

down to hide the Rolex name.  Waste not want not! 

 

Don Purchase spoke of  a platform escapement that he was repairing where 
the fork was broken.  He asked for help finding a replacement part. 
 
Brian MacDonald brought two beautiful Barrard et Vignon French clocks with 
Brocot escapements.  The cases were either marble or slate.  There was a 
lively discussion on how to remove scratches caused by cleaning the cases 
with an abrasive substance.  Unfortunately, while there were a number of 
suggestions, no definitive solution was found.    
 
Wally Clemens announced that the chapter had received a card from 
NAWCC members in Australia, congratulating us on our thirty-fifth anniver-
sary as a chapter in the NAWCC.  The card was greeted with applause and 
was circulated through the room.    
 
Wally took the time to thank Erin Fox for serving as Chapter Secretary and 
Editor of the Bytown Times.  Erin isn’t leaving the chapter but will serve on 
the Program and Social Activities Committee.  Wally brought a cake for the 
occasion! 

Mel Nash describes Russell Needham’s early Elgin watch President Wally Clemens addresses the members of the Chapter in our 
new meeting location at the Ottawa Citizen Building 

Early National Watch Company watch.  Serial 
Number 9161 

Two Barrard et Vignon Clocks shown by Brian 
MacDonald 



 

 

PICTURES FROM THE NOVEMBER MEETING 
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“I’m Santa!”  “No, I’m Santa” 

Erin Fox seems to enjoy her new role with the Chapter.  Wally’s cake was quickly demolished 
So, how do I fix this Platform es-

capement? 

Pete Graham, Russell Needham and daughter 

The Montreal Contingent—Charles Locke, Garbis Kaprielian and Peter Kushnir 

 
 
 

Bill 
Pullen 
speaks 
at the 
Show 

and tell 



 

 

The chapter Wine and Cheese Party was held last November at the home of Bryan and 

Jean Hollebone. Over thirty members and guests attended the event and, by all accounts, 

it was a smashing success.   Bryan and Jean’s home has been lovingly repaired after the 

disastrous fire several years ago, and members were delighted to see that Bryan’s collec-

tion is as impressive as ever.  While Bryan did lose a Twiss clock to the fire, and another 

tall case clock has some severe fire damage to the upper portion of the case, virtually all 

the other clocks received minimal damage and have been repaired.  He did have some 

luck.  The case of one shelf clock was badly damaged but he was able to find a replace-

ment case at a chapter auction.   

Bryan seemed to be everywhere showing his collection and telling the history of the vari-

ous pieces, while Jean was the gracious hostess.  The two had assembled an impressive 

selection of wines and cheeses for us to sample.  To everyone’s pleasure, Jean made up 

cards for each wine explaining which cheese would be best to sample with it.   

Many thanks to Bryan and Jean for a wonderful experience.  This event will be difficult to 

top! 

NOVEMBER WINE AND CHEESE PARTY 

 

 Busy Bee Tools: 1400 Agnes Drive, Ottawa, 613-526-4696, 

www.busybeetools.com    
 

 Darlor Restorations:  P.O. Box 1347, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0 

www.darlor-watch.com    [Over 150,000 parts for Waltham, 
Elgin, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.  Also factory sealed Wrist Watch 
Parts, 1920 to 1970] 

 

 Dowd Supply Co: 36 Rosemount Ave., Ottawa, 613-236-

9493, www.dowdsupply.com  [Jeweler’s Tools, and Equipment 
(Grobet USA)] 

 

 Dynamic Hobbies: 21 Concourse Gate, Unit 6, Ottawa, 613-

225-9634, www.dynamichobbies.com   [small brass rods and 
small diameter piano wire] 

 

 Fastenal: 6 Bexley Place, Unit 102, Ottawa, 613-288-1470, 

www.fastenal.com   [Some Metal] 
 

 Lee Valley Tools: 900 Morrison Drive, Ottawa, 613-596-9202, 

www.leevalley.com   [Tools and round Brass Stock] 
 

 Legere Industrial Supplies Ltd.: 1120 Morrison Drive,  

 Ottawa, 613-829-8010, www.legereindustrial.com   [Machine 
mechanical supplies] 

 

 Metal Supermarkets: 2900 Old Sheffield Rd., Unit 1,  Ottawa, 

613-747-7511, www.metalsupermarkets.com    [All metal, 
sheets, rod plates, in small amounts] 

 

 Ottawa Fastener Supply Ltd.: 175 Robertson Road, Bells 

Corners, 613-828-4117, www.ottawafastenersupply.com                                         
[All metric and standard fasteners, Tools] 
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LIST OF LOCAL SUPPLY SHOPS 
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Thank You, Erin 

Erin Fox has joined the pantheon of retired editors who 
have made the Bytown Times one of the most successful 
chapter newsletters in the NAWCC.  A modest publication 
by most standards, the Times has made our chapter ac-
cessible to a very large number of watch and clock enthu-
siasts.  While aimed at chapter members, the newsletter 
has a much broader distribution than the Ottawa area.  It 
is sent to other chapters in Canada, the National Library 
of Canada and the Library of the NAWCC.   
 
The chapter owes a lot to Erin, Ben Roberts and the late 
Peter Bomford.  Regular as clockwork, they each pro-
duced a high quality newsletter which was always newsy, 
informative and just plain fun.  It has become a vehicle 
that keeps all members, whether able to attend meetings 
or not, to remain in touch with our chapter “doings” and 
with old friends, through the stories and photos that each 
took time to write and / or report. 
 
Erin is stepping down as Chapter Secretary and Times 
Editor to focus on her university studies and her job, but 
she isn’t leaving the chapter.  She and Sharon Boyle have 
agreed to take responsibility for the Program and Social 
Activities Committee. There is no doubt that the chapter 
will be well served. 
 
As the newest Times Editor I look forward to your help 
with stories, pictures and ideas so that I can live up to the 
standards set by Peter, Ben and Erin. 
 
Feel free to e-mail me at  chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca  
 
Gary Fox 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

The four day, NAWCC Basic Pocket Watch Repair train-
ing program (F301) is scheduled to run May 20 to 23, 
2011.  At this time there are nine students registered, 
which is one over the limit. We can accept five more stu-
dents which will bring the level up to 14 which will qualify 
for us for two instructors, otherwise we will go with one 
class only.  We need to let the NAWCC know final num-
bers by the end of January.  If you want more information 
on this excellent program, contact Grant Perry at  
paretime@rogers.com.  

NAWCC FIELD SUITCASE  

WORKSHOP 

 I do hope you have had a great Christmas and that the 
New Year will be full of good luck and good health.  As 
mentioned, the January meeting is our annual auction so 
don’t forget to bring your old treasures and money to pur-
chase new ones.  The meeting will be held at the Ottawa 
Citizen Building on Baxter Road off the Queensway at 
Green bank.   

 

Dan Hudon is planning to offer an Intermediate Clock Repair Course in the Septem-
ber - October 2011 time frame if there is sufficient interest.  
 

Here is an example of what the course will cover.  Repair of the # 1 gear which 
usually has wear on one side of the teeth.  Participants will learn how to disassem-
ble the gear, repair or replace the click wheel, repair the click, reverse and re-
mount the gear on the arbour, true the wheel, re-position the click in a new loca-
tion,  drill a new rivet hole, make and mount a new rivet in the click, change the loca-
tion of the tension spring.  
 

An outline of the course will be available for the next meeting. 
 

Starting January 2011, all Chapter 111 courses will require deposits from interested 
members at the time of registration and prior to the course.  This is due to Dan hav-
ing to reserve the meeting space in advance with a deposit.   

INTERMEDIATE CLOCK REPAIR COURSE 

Our May meeting plans are still 
in development but we hope to 
have further information at the 
January Meeting. 

See you all on January 23. (Is 
that not Robby Burns Day?) 

Wally Clemens 
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