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N OVEMBER  MEETING  H IGHLIGHTS   

Our next meeting:  
January 25, 2015 at 1:00 PM  

Ottawa Citizen Building,  
1101 Baxter Road 

 

************* 

Annual Trash and Treasure  
Auction 

 

************ 

Show and Tell  
Will feature items starting with the 

letters A, B, and C 

Over 45 members and visitors attended the November meet-
ing of the Ottawa Valley Chapter.  As a first order of business, 
elections were held for the Chapter Executive.  The incum-
bents of all positions, except Secretary, offered their candi-
dacy once more and won by acclamation.  There were no 
nominations for Secretary, so that position remains open. 
 

Keynote Presentation  
The chapter welcomed special guest, Ben Orszulak from the 
Toronto Chapter to give the keynote address.  Ben is widely 
recognized for his continuing role organizing the Toronto Invi-
tational meeting every May.  He is the smiling faced gentle-
man there who seems to be everywhere at once. 
 

Ben, a trained tool and die maker, long wanted a tower clock 
to display the time on the front of his garage.  But, he didn't 
just want to buy one, he wanted to build it. So, after some re-
search, he decided to make a replica of the E. Howard 
"double OO" movement.  It was a daunting project, but Ben 
was encouraged by fellow chapter member, David Ornelas.  
Together, they decided to build not just one clock, but six!  It 
took 3 years and 400 hours per movement, but they com-
pleted their task, making six excellent timekeepers. 
 

Ben copied an original Howard "Double OO".  He traced the 
plates from the original and drilled the pivot holes with the 
plates clamped together.  He cut the teeth in the wheels with a 
fly cutter - one pass per tooth.   
 

However, he did make some changes.  The plates were made 
of aluminum - not brass.   The posts on the original were iron 
whereas Ben used brass.  He did not cut grooves in the wind-
ing drums, as that works well with the cable.  Ben also put 
brass bushings on every shaft in a manner that would make 
repairs easy. 
 

After completing the clock and winning a prize at the NAWCC 
Craft Competition,  Ben and David collaborated once more to 
make the gearing and linkages to run four dials. Their work 
won the People's Choice Award at the Craft Competition in 
Pasadena at the NAWCC Annual Convention in 2011. 
 

Ben displayed one of his clocks running four dials at our meet-
ing.  He was bombarded with questions throughout his pres-
entation, all of which he cheerfully answered.   
 

Our thanks to Ben and his wife Monique for driving to Ottawa 
and sharing his experience with us. 
                         Conôt P 2 

Ben Orszulak demonstrates his replica  
E. Howard ñdouble OOò tower Clock  

movement and dial 



 

 

Page 2  

THE  BYTOWN  TIMES  Page 2  

N OVEMBER  MEETING  H IGHLIGHTS  (C ONTôD) 

Show and Tell 
For Show and Tell, Brian MacDonald brought a number of Waltham Car Clocks, featuring the classic 37 size 
movement.  Brian said that more than 1.7 million of these movements were made over a 30 year period.  The 
movements were used in car clocks, airplane clocks, Banjo clocks, deck clocks and even in telephone ex-
change clocks where operators used them for monitoring the duration of long distance calls for charging pur-
poses. 

Geoff Farmer presented a ships clock marked Kelvin Bottomley & Baird Ltd, Glasgow.  The clock movement 
was made in France and features a platform escapement. 
 

Clayton Duff showed a Seth Thomas Homestead Model banjo clock that was made in Canada by Westclox in 
their Peterborough, Ontario factory.  It was noted that by the mid 1930's, both Westclox and Seth Thomas 
were owned by General Time. 

 

Dave Riddell showed his World View Time clock.  The clock displays the world map from the perspective of 
the south pole.  It shows all time zones and displays the seconds with a jet circling the dial. 

President :      
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Don Purchase   donpurchase@rogers.com 
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:   

Dan Hudon        danhudon@sympatico.ca 

Brian MacDonald with two of his Waltham 37 Size clocksð 
The telephone operatorsô version and a chronometer 

Geoff Farmer with his 
ships clock 

Geoffôs Kelvin  
Bottomley & Baird Ltd 
Glasgow Shipôsô Clock 

Clayton Duff and his Seth Thomas Banjo 
Made in Peterborough by Westclox 

Dave Riddell & his World Time Clock 
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N OVEMBER   MEETING  PHOTOS  

Allan Symons presented one of a group of printersô 
blocks for clock advertisements.  The one featured 
shows a Westclox alarm. 
 

Last, John Ruhland showed the original fly from the 
gong side of the Twiss clock movement which is being 
restored by the Phoenix Project Team.  Burnt in a fire, 
the wooden fly was reduced to a piece of charcoal in 
the shape of the original piece. 

N OVEMBER  MEETING  H IGHLIGHTS  (C ONTôD) 

Allan Symons  
Printersô block show-

ing a familiar  
Westclox alarm 

The charred fly from 
the Phoenix  

Projectôs ñtoastedò 
clock movement. 

 

Paul Williams looks over 
Benôs original Howard clock  

A close look at the replica Howard Double ñ00ò made by Ben Orszulak and David Ornelas 


